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 We must smash and cast aside the rotten 
theory that with  advance we make  class struggle here 
must   more  we achieve the tamer will the 
class enemy  

This is not only a rotten theory  a 
dangerous  for it lulls our  leads  into a  
and enables the class enemy to recuperate for the struggle 
against the Soviet  

On the  further forward we 
 the greater will "be the fury of the remnants of the 

defeated exploiting classes, the more ready will they "be to 
sort to sharper forms of  the more will they seek to 
harm the Soviet state, and the more will they clutch at the most 
desperate means of struggle as the last resort of the  

It must be  in mind that the remnants 
of the defeated classes in the  do not stand  
have the direct support of our enemies beyond the frontiers of 
the  It would be a mistake to think that the sphere of 
the class struggle is limited to the frontiers of the  
One end of the class struggle operates within  frontiers of 
the  but the other end stretches across the frontiers 
of the bourgeois states surrounding  remnants of the de
feated classes cannot but be aware of  And precisely 
cause they are aware of  will continue their desperate 

 
This is what history teaches  is what 

Leninism teaches  
We must remember all this and be on the   

 In Party Work and Measures  Liquidating 
Trotskyite and Other   Star Press 
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EDITORIAL: 

   

For the  no  is 
heinous enough at the altar of 

  per cent will make 
it ready to trample on all 
man  300 per cent, and 
there is not a crime at which 
it will  

  
guin   926). 

 and the Tasks of the  

 THE  OP UNION CARBIDE AND  

  FOR  MASSACRE 

A minimum of  people were killed in Bhopal on 
the night of    due to the leak of  gas 
from the imperialist corporation, Union Carbide of India Limited 

 At least 250,000 people were injured. Thousands had their 
eyesight impaired, perhaps permanently. Thousands contacted chronic 
lung diseases and will be permanently  Women are 
ticularly affected by abortions,  menstrual 
bances and the danger of giving birth to malformed  
tation and animals have also been affected on a large  
in the next five years half of those affected by the gas are going 
to die a slow  

The responsibility for a massacre on such a vast 
scale rests squarely on the  a subsidiary of the  based 
Union Carbide Corporation (UCC), and the government of  
the sake of  for  monopoly capital and 
the share in this loot by the collaborative Indian bureaucrat and 
comprador bourgeoisie, obsolete technology was used and minimum 
safety standards disregarded, despite earlier leaks and the deaths 
of many workers. To be able to  labour, the factory, 
in contravention of all existing regulations in this regard, was 
situated  a densely populated  

After the disaster, the culpable role of these two 
blood-suckers became even more evident. The veil v/as torn off the 
facade of  and  development  
by the Indian government. The state and central governments 
ably aided in this by the press of the monopoly bourgeoisie 
showed themselves to be true lackeys of their imperialist  
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They systematically underplayed the issue and  out 
tory lies about the magnitude and the causes of the  
They helped in hushing up the immediate causes of the  
by sealing the Union Carbide  Till date, the officially 
admitted number of the dead does not exceed  This is natu
rally in the interest of UCC which will have to pay lesser compen
sation if ostensibly fewer have been affected. 

The UCC is already denying all responsibility for the 
 and is stressing an out-of-court settlement with the 

Indian government. This, true to  servile role of kowtowing 
to the wishes of its masters, has promulgated a special ordinance 
reserving for it the exclusive rights to represent the Bhopal gas 
victims both inside and outside the country and thus to enter 
into any compromise, or  settlement with Union  
The entire operation "hush up" has seen to it that the  
worst environmental disaster" has left almost unaffected the 
giant   so that   chairman of 
the UCC, can say  see no need to recommend a change in our 
dividend  to reassure his worried  

There is complete callousness on the part of UCC and the 
 central governments towards the health of the affected 

 Crucial findings regarding the nature of the gas as 
well as the findings of the autopsy have been withheld from the 
medical community as well as from the public. Though Union Carbide  
possesses a line of treatment for MIC  iso-cyanite - the 
gas  purportedly leaked    it has not disclosed 
it so  despite polite noises by the  Pradesh government 
that it should please hand over this   direct 
formation was fed to the press by medical officers of Union Car
bide,  Jaeger of the World Health Organization and the 
das Committee of the Government of Madhya Pradesh in the form of 
statements like: there is no evidence of cyanide poisoning" and 
"only lungs and eyes have been affected". The treatment so far 
has only been  and thus ineffective. Medical research 
being carried out is a monopoly of government agencies without 
including and consulting the medical community and the people as 
a whole. 

 compensation and rehabilitation work by the 
UCI1 has so far been almost  despite claims to the  
Government aid, too, has been minimal and hopelessly  
The major share of even this has gone into the pockets of corrupt 

 Indian Express, 27     

2. See "Democratic Rights", Issue    Bulletin of 
All India  of Organisations for Democratic Rights, 
pp. 2 and  
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officials. This same government spends crores of rupees on 
 on extravaganzas like the Asiad, Nam   Similarly 

horrendous amounts are spent on strengthening the police force, 
the  the  forces and the other armed organs of 
the state to brutally keep down the people precisely when they 
agitate for their just demands, in this case, when they agitated 
for minimum  medical care and the removal of  These 
armed organs  the state are used to keep the   
intact for  loot of the imperialist powers and their compradors 
in  

The monster, Union  has naturally no 
sation fund to disburse in the case of  but it does 
have billions of dollars for research on chemical warfare every 
year. The Bhopal factory has a 25 crore Research and Development 
unit, which is collaborating with its parent organization Union 
Carbide (USA) for doing contract research to test new chemicals 
on crops and pests. The techniques developed for producing various 
pesticides here have direct bearing on chemical  The 
central government  not aware  neither did   to be 
aware of, what was going on in the costly  unit,  giving 
the requisite license to the concern. There are reports that 
chemical warfare experts came to Bhopal after the massacre under 
the guise of doctors to study the real effects of the gas released 
from Union Carbide. This data, of  is not released for 
giving proper medical aid to the people, but is part of  
paration for  wars and mass destructions of the peoples 
of the  It is part of the despicable striving of the various 
imperialist powers for widening their spheres of  for 
capital export, markets and cheap sources of raw  
People from the  semi-feudal and dependent  
besides being a prime source of extraction of surplus  are 
also used as cheap guinea pigs for experimentation in chemical 
warfare by the   including Soviet 

 in collaboration with the governments of these 
countries. 

2. THE   SYSTEM OP  

IS THE ROOT 

To tackle the issue at its roots, the  at 
Bhopal MUST be seen in the  context of the nature of the 
world imperialist system, the driving force of which is the 
satiable greed for  from the working class of the 
advanced nations, as well as  the peoples of the oppressed 
nations.  the capitalist, no crime is heinous enough at the 
altar of profits:  per cent will make it ready to trample on 
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all human laws;  per  and there is  crime at which 
it will    Marx,    Penguin  
1 9 7 9 ,  

Disasters, such as this one, are an integral part  
the imperialist system: They are a continuation of the colonial 
policy when the thumbs of thousands of weavers in India were 
chopped off to "open a market for British goods", when thousands 
were killed and continue to be killed by famines and floods, 
pesticides and other such  disasters. They are 
part of the same history of the world wars, Hiroshima and Naga
saki, the pogroms against  Jews, the catastrophic famine in 

 

They are part of a system in which a few big imperia
list nations dominate and plunder  majority  the peoples of 
the world. In such a system, inter  

the rate of pesticide poisoning in  semi-colonial 
and dependent countries is 13 times that in the  
imperialist countries. 

blatantly discriminatory  are applied in relation 
to technology used, environmental protection measures and safety 
measures enforced, as also in the case of the Bhopal  

Pesticides and drugs, among other  banned in the 
imperialist countries due to their hazardous effects are sold 
at many times their cost with huge profit margins in semi-colo
nial, semi-feudal and dependent countries, causing serious 
health hazards. 

Such mammoth killings are a constituent part of the 
same thing happening daily on a "smaller scale" in our country. 
They are a constituent part of deaths taking place  to starva
tion,  famines, floods, pogroms, epidemics, indus
trial accidents and occupational  Countless people are 
wiped out and many are disabled and rendered unfit for work 
every year. All this is part of an ever-accelerating process of 

 down the living standards and working conditions of the 
people, of driving them in ever larger numbers towards pauperi
zation and  

This fact has been  into sharp focus by Bhopal. 
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 THE ROLE OF     

FORCES IN   

Through their words and   affected people of 
Bhopal showed that many of them had  means of their  
ence  aware of their real immediate enemies in this parti
cular  They were able to identify very clearly the  
sion of the state and central  including  Clean 
Prime  with the Union Carbide  

The people showed their wrath against the criminal 
Union Carbide and the Madhya Pradesh government by participating 

 in their thousands in the  Jam (Road  
demonstration and Rail Roko   organized on  

 3 and  Only the fact that they were not sure about the 
effect of the gases stored in the factory stopped them from 
burning it down on   Their anger against the government 
made many  the slogan of boycott elections and chase 
gatherers away from their  

Two front organizations  the  Gas    
Morcha (Poison Gas Episode Struggle  and the    
and     Relief  Rehabilitation   
were formed a few  after the event in  They took up 
the leadership in the fight of the affected population for their 
immediate and urgent needs of medical care, relief and 
tation. Being reformists, that is. what they limited themselves to 

 agitation and propaganda work among the people 
in the bastis was also carried along very reformist  in 
stark contrast to their very radical-sounding demagogic  
against imperialism and the government they gave utterance to 
at the public rally in Bhopal on  16. 

Confronted by the  corruption and 
zation of the government officials, their stick and carrot method 
their attempts to divide the people along communal lines (Hindus 
vs Muslims vs Sikhs) to break their struggle,  organizations 
were naturally incapable of exposing clearly the character of 
the government and all the bourgeois and revisionist parties with 
the help of the  s own experience v/ith  They were 
unable to show up  to the people the necessity of breaking 
through this network of  deception, terror, carrots and 
communal insinuations spun by the ruling  of preserving 
their unity and waging a  mass struggle against the 
comprador government and the Union Carbide  even for 
the satisfaction of their minimal demands of  rehabilita
tion, medical care and the removal of  
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The  correct spontaneous understanding  
their enemies was not developed into grasping this event to be  
necessary and integral part of the world  system of 

 They were not made to understand that in India the 
fight has to be  and  that basing 
self on the firm alliance of the working class and the peasantry, 
it is necessary to overthrow the ruling classes of the  

compradors and  and smash the state  held by them for 
 

Our first point of criticism against the leadership 
of the  is that they did not carry out this kind of 
lutionary propaganda among the  Our second criticism 
against it is that this leadership was also unable to  up 
the requisite strength and firmness to lead the fight for the 
immediate needs of the people consistently and in a protracted 
way against the government and it often succumbed to its  
Realizing after some time the weakness of the Morcha and the 

 to solve even  minimal immediate  
support of the people for these organizations  The 
momentum of the struggle came down and  though internally 
rebelling, resigned themselves and went back into the arms of 
the ruling electoral parties for the little relief and rehabili
tation that they still hoped from them. 

Events like Bhopal show up very clearly the decisive  
importance of the most consequent and revolutionary  

 the  that is the Communist forces, for intervening 
in the spontaneous struggles of the people and leading them in a 
conscious and organized  This intervention and the fight  
the agents of the ruling classes  gaining the leadership of 
such struggles may  require them to work in mass 
tions which are being led by unclear political or even reformist 
concepts,   work really serves the purpose of 

 the class consciousness of the people, and not of 
ing it. 

What was the behaviour in practice of those forces 
claiming to be the avantgarde of the people, to be the Communist 
Party of  Marxist-Leninist  The role played by the Central 
Reorganization Committee/Communist Party of  

 as an example, is very illuminating. 

The activists of CRC participated  the  
organizations  the Zahreli Gas  Morchas, Bhopal and Delhi, 
but their main activity consisted in UNCRITICALLY working along 
in them and supporting them. In the Delhi Morcha these pseudo-
Marxists peacefully united with such arch enemies of the dictator 
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ship of the proletariat and communism as the   
  The booklet brought by them and the 

tion  read out by them  Bhopal symposium in 
 both having a fully  and reactionary  show 

this  

The struggle is to be waged against science and 
nology as  instead of against science and  as used 
by  It is not the  of 

 1. o n  India which are the target of attack.  
overthrow is not  Instead, in a pseudo-radical way, the 
f o r c e s o f    
industrialization and mechanization are seen  be the main ene
mies. 

The problem of the maldistribution of resources is 
not seen primarily as a problem of who owns/controls the means of 
production, but as a problem of the productive forces themselves 

  Position  The concentration of resources in the 
hands of a few is seen to be the problem of a certain  of 
technology. It is seen to be inherent in modern technology. The 
critique, therefore, becomes directed in a  
reactionary and  way against industrialization per  
against large-scale industry, mechanization and  per 
se, which are  to be inherently  (See  
3 of the CONCLUSIONS in the Position  The question of the 

  society which utilizes them is left   Marx, 
  I, Penguin     The question of who  

political power, which  have political power and the need 
for the exploited and oppressed classes to violently seize 
tical power for any control over the resources to be used and 
developed according to their needs is  naturally not posed at  

 the question of the necessity of the revolutionary 
formation of society is not posed. 

The blurring of. the distinctions between the capitalist 
use of machinery and the  machinery for and   immediate 
producers themselves in socialism and communism is one of the main 
methods used for discrediting the  To make out that the 
problem is that of  technology and its effect on 
the environment was also a tactic  by the entire  
press in the case of Bhopal to divert from the real enemies of 
the people. 

In the face of such a criticism which falsifies the 
absolutely essential criticism of the capitalist use of technolo
gy and mystifies nature nature and rejects  as such, 
the Marxists must all the more clearly show that what  criti
cize is the capitalist use of  and not technology as 
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Marx had very sharply satirized such provocations by 
the  of capitalism:  one discloses the evils of the 
capitalist use of  then one is supposed to be  
machinery as  This kind of a reasoning was entirely in the 
manner of a Bill Sikes who had gone about cutting off  
throats and had then proclaimed to the judges that it was not at 
all his fault that a traveller had got his throat cut  but 
that of the knife. But does it mean that because of such temporary 

 we should plead for the abolition of the knife  
What would then be the state of  the handicrafts  
And what about its usefulness in  anatomy and  
having meals  Abolish the knife  and you would throw us back 
into the most profound  (Capital, Vol. I, Chapter  

But our  from the CRC as well as from 
   organizations did not consider 

it necessary to wage  consequent ideological struggle in this 
vital question and tailed behind these reactionary views in the 
name of "united front" and "mass line", very proud of such  
as if they wanted to make a career as bourgeois politicians. 

A mention should also be made here about the role 
played by the pro-social-imperialist forces in India, the  
and the CPI(M). Without  themselves in  least to ren
der real aid to the struggles of the masses, they targetted only 

 imperialism and demanded  Naturally this 
can only be in the interest of the comprador bourgeoisie of India 
and in the interest of the method of exploitation used by Russian 
imperialism which wants a further expansion of its "common" gigan
tic exploitative projects in India. These arch-revisionists 
duously concealed the real character of the state which 
izes in order to strengthen  They concealed who is really 
holding the state power - the central question for all Marxists! 

   NEED OP THE  A   

MARXIST-LENINIST PARTY IN INDIA 

This being  state of the so-called revolutionary and 
 forces in our country, the struggle of the 

people of Bhopal, as elsewhere, could remain only on the reformist, 
 revisionist level. What would have been 

conditionally necessary was a proletarian leadership, a genuinely 
VIII 
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  Party which could have given a 
consistent leadership to the  anti-feudal 

 the people. What was needed was  firmly based  
on the revolutionary theory of the teachers of the   

  Lenin and  and havings its roots in the  

The key link  our work today can only be to 
bute towards building just such a Party in India. We   
ourselves to the task of acquiring the  of 
Leninism, and on this basis making  and principled 
propaganda and agitation to win the most advanced  
consonance with the first phase of Party  We must  
ourselves to contributing towards the resolution of the burning 
problems facing the international Marxist-Leninist movement as 

 as the specific problems of our own movement in  

Not only  but also the other  struggles 
and agitations in Punjab, Assam, Gujarat and  Pradesh show 
us the explosive situation in India, and the  necess
ity of a real Communist Party. Bhopal shows us that the masses 

 India are  by their   to 
wage a  struggle. It shows us that this struggle 
of the working class and other oppressed, exploited and  
millions  be successfully developed, keeps losing 
its thrust and remains, politically and  the 
like grip of the methods of the stick and carrot, of terror and 
opportunism, if communist  organized in their Communist 
Party, do not arrive in a   by means of a princi
pled clarity and concrete  of every sort of demagogy. 

So far  struggles are taking place  "the 
framework acceptable to the ruling classes and to  
and are even being fully exploited by  to   ends. 
They have not been able to break through the network of lies and 
terror spun by the ruling  us to be able to  
correct  in these  It is   to 
operate with a simple yes or no, to simply characterize them as 
being just or unjust. 

As Marx wrote a long time ago, India Is the classical 
land where the imperialists and their  have worked out 
to PERFECTION the politics of  and rule" -  politics 
of pogroms, communal and caste wars, clashes and   
the various  so as to divert the peoples of  
from their REAL  
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To be able to distinguish really just national and 
other demands from  and "pogroms" instigated from 
above by the ruling classes and the  all this 
requires a genuine clarity in the national question and in other 

 It requires a  evaluation of the exper
iences of the working class movement of all countries, in  
the THEORY OP  

In these and all the other questions being hotly 
debated today: fascism vs the extent to which we are a bourgeois 
democracy, the character of the relations of production   
the  feudal relations of production, the extent of 
pendent capitalist development, the development of comprador 
capitalism, require in the first instance a profound mastery over 

 theory and  against all un
scientific and anti-Marxist-Leninist  They  
solved by data arbitrarily selected, but require the ability to 
make sharp distinctions with the help of Marxist-Leninist theory 
between the essential and the  It requires that we 
are able to separate lies and  from the  the  
isolated phenomena from the essence of  

Simultaneously we need to wage a consistent and 
less fight against all forms of opportunism, revisionism, 
cularly modern revisionism, and  We cannot allow 
selves to be diverted a.way from this main task by any short-term 
tactics of uniting on an unprincipled basis in diverse "united 

 and "joint actions" with the revisionists and all kinds 
of opportunists. Taking this work as the key link we have to 

  TOWARDS  A GENUINELY  MARXIST-
 PARTY IN INDIA UNDER THE BANNER OF THE THEORY OF MARX, 

ENGELS, LENIN AND  

This issue about the struggle for defending the sword 
of Stalin, as a representative of  theory and 
practice in the almost  years after  death is an 
tial contribution towards working for a strong Communist Party, 
clear in its  a Communist Party which is able in the next 
few decades to TAKE UP and LEAD TO VICTORY the masses in their 
millions in a  war against the politics of "divide and 

 the politics of starvation deaths and massacres like 
 to build an India in which there is an equal and volun

 union of the various peoples; an India free from  
 capitalism and feudalism, an India of the dictatorship 

of the workers and peasants, shoulder to shoulder with 
letariat and the oppressed peoples of all countries with the aim 
of maximum contribution on the path towards world  

March,  
X 
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 COMRADE   DIES 

On 5 March   acknowledged leader of 
the international communist  left behind for the 
proletariat and all the oppressed and  peoples of the 
world an invaluable revolutionary heritage of fundamental Marxist-
Leninist  entire significance and the continuing validity 
of these works for solving key issues facing us today has not 
been sufficiently realized by most forces understanding  
to be  t-Lenini   

Stalin always was and remains the target of attack of an 
entire range of bourgeois and revisionist attacks against the 
Marxist-Leninist principles of the dictatorship of the  
and the Bolshevist  the   the dictatorship 
of the proletariat in the Soviet Union  of the  
This is not really surprising because he led the dictatorship of 
the proletariat in such a way that the bourgeois elements were 
really dealt heavy  destruction inside and outside 
the Party each time  rise to an outcry of the international 
bourgeoisie creating such an  atmosphere that petty-
bourgeois and vacillating elements within the revolutionary 
movement were also  

The degeneration of the Bolshevist Party and of the 
 state of the dictatorship of the  the socia

list Soviet  to prove the thesis of the impossibility 
of building  the impossibility of building 
socialism in one or more  bureaucratization of the 

 seemed to be proof that something was amiss with the 
basic concepts of this  became possible to again revive 
stale bourgeois propaganda which achieved great success among 
those  themselves to be  

In  Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution took 
place in  removal of a part of the revisionist cliques 
within the  of China and the Chinese  well as the 

 of life in Albania created great enthusiasm 
among revolutionary  the world  in this period 
there also came up the wrong trend of not discussing  theory 
and practice of the Cultural Revolution in connection with the 
peculiar conditions in  experience of the Cultural 
lution was arbitrarily absolutized  a  irrespon
sible  to the experience of the dictatorship of 
the   the Soviet Union of   was not 
understood at all that the Cultural Revolution stood in crass 
opposition to the  of  line up to  it was 
precisely an attempt to correct the mistakes of the C P . of China 
in  it necessitated a  self-criticism of 
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the C P . of  line up to  never 
taken in the field of  

In view of the renewed  of the cause of socialism 
in  extreme revisionism of the   of China, 
a thorough analysis of the theory and practice of the dictator
ship of  proletariat and the Bolshevist  at the time of  
Stalin is on the order of the day. Only  refuting the demagogy 
of the  in this direction can faith and confidence 
in victory among the revolutionary forces be  

To argue that   and practice must have 
been  after that the Soviet Union  a 
completely unscientific way of looking at   argu
ment excludes from the very beginning  possibility that the 
socialist Soviet Union and the   have degenerated 
because they no longer adhered to  Marxist-Leninist  

2. THE BETRAYAL  THE MODERN   

AND THE TASKS OF THE MARXIST-LENINISTS 

Certainly  was not by chance   20th  
of the C.P.S.U. in  Krushchovite revisionists launched 
their attack against the Marxist-Leninist principles and the 
dictatorship of the proletariat with an attack against  s 
personality and his work. 

Instead of  forward and exposing the dirty manoeu
vres of the Krushchovite revisionists in this and in related 

 of the Communist Parties of the world applauded the 
  and upheld the 20th  C P . 

of  Mao   it initiated the 
process of exposing and making a break with Krushchovite 
sionism, it did not do this on a really principled  
basis in every  some issues it  yielded 
ground to the   the face of revision

  failed to defend Stalin and his teachings in a 
 way and was thus unable to make a consequent 

break with  

 The Party  Labour of Albania (PLA) was another Party 
which at this time came out against the Krushchovite revisionists 
in this   Thoroughly the 
ous Manoeuvres of the  In Connection With the 

(Footnote  overleaf) 
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What was urgently needed  was  done in 
  be accomplished now  Comrade Stalin and  

his basic  still remain of topical  be  
offensively defended against all attacks  slanders of the 
modern revisionists ana their  the attacks of 
ever newer varieties of  theoretical contri
butions to  practice of building and consoli
dating the  of the proletariat in the Soviet Union, 
his practice in bringing the international communist movement 
giant strides  be defended. 

Among other  teachings in the question of 
 and inner-Party  the question of 

relations among the Marxist-Leninist  defence of 
Leninism as the Marxism of  era of imperialism and the 
proletarian  theory of class struggle under 
the dictatorship of the  teaching concerning 

 necessity of the alliance between the proletariat of the 
dominant countries with the peoples of the  nations 

 the success of the world proletarian  
method of study - all this  be  as being of 
continuing validity and a strong weapon against the Krush
chovite and other varieties of revisionism. 

To especially  Stalin and his work is part of our task 
today of  and defending the teachings 
and the principles of the classics of   

 and  the face of 
tions and deepening   work is a 
decisive pre-requisite to be able to take real and deep-going 
positions on the questions of  in this way  
it possible to support the Marxist-Leninist front against 
the revisionist  

 THE  OF  CRITICISM  

AGAINST STALIN 

It is important to deal   the  of 
 criticism against Stalin because the Chinese  

(Footnote   last  

 Struggle Against the  i Popu-
 and  June  valuable document in this 

regard is the "Programmatic Proclamation of the Soviet Revolu
tionary  out by the Soviet Bolshevik Commu
nists  the 20th  in this   

8 
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Party played a key role  initiating the break with modern 
 positions in  in other  and 

continue to wield considerable influence upon the forces 
standing themselves to be  

After the 20th Congress of the  C P . of 
 Mao   out two  

 the Historical Experience of the Dictatorship of the Prole
tariat" and  on the Historical Experience of the Proletarian 

 articles repeated the same false attacks 
against  brought forward by the Krushchovite  
Among  following charges were made  

"the dictatorship of the   have been 
mainly directed against the agressive forces of foreign 
imperialism" and not against the remnants of  
revolution inside the  
("More on the Historical Experience of Proletarian Dictator
ship"  s  

"After the elimination of  class struggle should 
not continue to be stressed as being  it was 
done by  Communist Party of the Soviet Union is 
completely right in firmly correcting  mistakes in 
this respect." 

 

"he gave certain wrong advice on the international commu
nist   a wrong decision on 
the question of  

("On the Historical Experience of the Dictatorship of the 
  

Some repugnant charges of  Krushchovite revisionists also 
 support here  

"he became  "Stalin erroneously exa
ggerated his own  "the arbitrariness of a single 
son  he "divorced himself from objective reality 
and from the  

The "Great  of the  did not in the  
 reject such statements in these two articles of 

 Two comments dealing with Stalin were published in the 

(x) "These two articles made an  analysis of the life 
of  Polemic on the General  of the International 

 contd.  

9 
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  the Question of Stalin" and "On  Phoney 
Communism and  Historical Lessons For the  

 the Question of Stalin" again repeated more or less 
the same completely untenable charges against  in the 
documents of  any arguments and   
any way analyzing and   work  a  
all the  articles also listed Stalin's  

 contributions towards building socialism in the Soviet 
 struggle against Bucharin and  particularly 

his activities during the Second World  does not alter in 
the least the. fact that Stalin was criticized most  

 the great reputation of the  of China. 

The very title "On the Question of Stalin" was 
bative and  very consciously left it  whether 
the  of China considered  contradictions with the C.P.S.U. 
on this issue to be of  only of secondary  

In the  it was   are 
other questions of common  as the criticism of  

 In the comment  Origin and Development of 
the  it was said "It was necessary to criticize 

   "Stalin deserves to be  
but we do not agree with the method of   

The C P . of China was thus evidently of the view that 
the "question"  Stalin was not just one  had been raised 
and made into a "question" by the  that 
 total evaluation of Stalin was a "question" precisely for the 

Marxist-Leninists  This was a serious and fundamental 
tion  the Marxist-Leninist course in the struggle against the 
Krushchovite revisionists. 

  TSE-TUNG  CONTRA STALIN 

During the Cultural Revolution in China many attempts 
were made to criticize Stalin  Mao  a number of 

  from last page) 

Communist  Star Press  
 "tactfully but unequivocally criticized the erron

eous propositions of the 20th  
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 particularly  the question  class  in 
 the question of the principles of the Bolshevist 

 the question of dialectical materialism  Mao  
was played up against  A third stage of  
was constructed -the stage of Mao Tse-tung  upholders 
of Mao Tse-tung  as well as in  
defend Mao Tse-tung's and the  of  line up to  
death as a  the  or  
they counter-pose this line to Stalin and Marxism-Leninism. 

  task of evaluating the  of   
evaluating Mao   bound up with the task 
  Stalin and his   Marxist-

Leninist attitude to Mao Tse-tung must be worked out on the 
solid ground of the  of  and Stalin. 

It will be our task to  against the modern revisionists 
and  lackeys everything  the C P . of China and its 
First   proves itself to be revolutionary  

 

This task is  bound up with  all 
tations of opportunism in the  and  of  C P . 
of China and Mao  

One consequence of submitting to the revisionist 
pressure of the 20th Congress was  Mao Tse-tung and the  of 
China considered it possible to make a transition from capitalism 
to socialism together with the national bourgeoisie on the pre
text of the particular  of  basic teachings of 

    to  
Socialism have universal  was precisely  Stalin 
who had  developed the fact that the bourgeoisie can 
never grow peacefully into   had asserted, 
but that the bourgeoisie must be smashed in an  class 

 

The last   against Stalin 
was the study campaign in   of China issued a call to 
study the writings of the classical writers on this  
did not include Stalin among the classical writers to be studied. 

 writings relating to the dictatorship of the proletariat were 
simply left  this question of including or not including 
Stalin's teachings  the dictatorship of  proletariat it is 
shown whether one is really struggling against the modern 
sionists or  they also attack  

11 
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  THEORY OF CLASS STRUGGLE UNDER  

THE DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT  

MUST BE DEFENDED 

 on the Historical Experience of the Proletarian 
 criticized Stalin because he proceeded from a 

sharpening of class struggle   in the dictator 
 of the proletariat  directed  spearhead of  attack 

internally and not  

In the  exactly the opposite was stated, 
 the 18th Congress of the  Stalin "prematurely 
 that  were  antagonistic  

 

We think this criticism against  was  
a time when the elimination of private property of the means of 

  liquidation of the antagonistic exploiting 
classes had led to the elimination of exploitation of man by  
it was  greatness that he stressed the sharpening of 

 struggle and waged a  propaganda against all 
ceptions that now a period of harmony  in the   

 must smash and cast aside the rotten theory that with 
every advance we make the class struggle here   
the more successes we achieve the tamer will the class 
enemy become 

On the  further  we  greater 
the successes we  greater will be the   
the remnants of the  exploiting  more 
ready will they be to resort to sharper  of  
the more will they seek to harm the Soviet   
more will they clutch at the most desperate means of 
struggle as the last resort of the  

 in Party Work and Measures For Liquidating 
Trotskyite and Other   Star Press 

 

By criticizing precisely this concept the  of 
 was basically propagating that  struggle was dependent  

on the existence of the bourgeoisie as a  the  
an argument for the necessity of class  in  
C.P. of  said that the bourgeoisie as a class continued to 
exist up to  of such statements was the 

  "Under the  of  
 also class struggle in general   

is a struggle between the two big  proletariat and 
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the   (x) 

Such a thesis prepares the ground for revisionism 
which has always asserted that class struggle is no longer 

  the elimination of exploitation and says  if 
there are no antagonistic  there is also no class 

  way or  conception of class struggle 
which is based on the existence of a  of the bourgeoisie 
has fatal consequences for the dictatorship of the  
Such a view a'sserts that the bourgeoisie as a class  
be liquidated and must continue to exist up   is 
the  class struggle must be  propagating 
the elimination of the bourgeoisie as a  the  
of one phase on the road towards  bringing down 
the level of the class struggle waged to a dangerously low  

Another  hurled against  
related to the possibility of the degeneration of the Party and 
the state of  dictatorship of the  he is 
supposed to have  the opposite is  
In   against the Yugoslavian  

 can deny the depth and the radical character of the 
social  carried out in the Soviet Union as a 
result of the October Socialist Revolution. But the  
(B) has never let this fact lead it to the conclusion that 
class struggle    is weakening, or that there is 
no danger  the capitalist elements gaining  

 of the  of the  of the Soviet Union to  
 of the  of  4 May   E. 

   

In  Problems of Socialism in the U.S.S.R" 
 again dealt with the danger of the restoration of 

capitalism and warned that the "extension of the sphere of 
commodity circulation  inevitably bound to lead  to 
the regeneration of   
warned against   view that there were 

 contradictions"  socialist society and combated his 
sionist  

(x) Quoted from  Struggle and Development of the 
 Chi    Translated from the Ger

man Volume   der Deng   With 
the Teng Hsiao-ping  
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The Trotskyists had always argued that the Soviet 
Union and the Party must degenerate because of o b j e c t i v e 

  the international revolution in  highly 
alized  does not win and deliver qualified means of 

 them the  was as good as degenerated 
and bureaucratized in 1927  contended against this 
in 1924   question  not whether the 
Leninists in general denied the possibility of degeneration of 
the Party and the  was a question of how  
this possibility was in a particular  to what extent 
one was really "working   with  

Stalin made clear that there was the real  
 inspite of immense  build socialism in  

one  Russian proletariat -hand in hand and shoulder to 
shoulder with the international proletariat -but  relying on 
the victory of the proletariat in other  
relying on its o w n s t r e n g t h  all the objective 
and subjective possibilities to really establish  

socialist relations of production in the entire country. 

 after the degeneration of the Soviet 
Union and  reasoning remains  the existing 
real possibilities were not realized at a particular point of 

 certainly was not an   had to 
occur because the forces of  in countries like Russia 
China were not developed  was because the correct 

 path of Marxism-Leninism was  the 
 principles of the dictatorship of the proletariat were  

 and trampled  was this that paved the way 
for the degeneration of the dictatorship of the proletariat and 
the proletarian  

6.  TEACHINGS ON THE PARTY OF THE  

NEW TYPE MUST BE  

It is in the question of the principles of the Leninist 
Party that Stalin is most heavily  is precisely in 
this question that we find a large number of  

 on the international as well as on the national 
 this  find it essential to reiterate here 

some of  basic teachings on the Party of the new type 
which he himself is supposed to have  
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 teachings on the necessity of  the  
Party in two phases (which we have already touched upon  
Issue    the necessity of criticism and 

 on the essentiality of learning from mistakes 
for the Party to "be able to make  the Leninist norms 
of conducting a principled  struggle  these 
are dealt with in this issue in the document  Us Learn  
Stalin and Accomplish the Tasks at Hand" by the Editorial Boards 
of Gegen die  Kommunist and the Rote  
(GDS  Transl. May    

To the statements  this  we 
fully  would like to add some more remarks  

Against all slanders to the  taught 
that according to Leninism the Party and the proletarian state 
are i n s t r u m e n t s of the proletariat and  the 

 is a basic condition  the dictatorship of the 
proletariat and the Bolshevist Party that It has the  
attitude towards the working masses in general and the working 
class in  the cadres in the Party and the state 
behave  they become bureaucratic and conceited, 
such people should be given the correct treatment by the masses 
and the Party  

Stalin stressed the overriding role of the control of 
the state and the  that of the  
group in the  the  urgently warned against the 
fact that the masses only look up to their leaders "from  
and do  dare to criticize them any  showed the 
danger of the leaders becoming conceited and degenerating  
leading to the downfall of the Party if this tendency was  

   75-78; pp. 
133  

The correct connection with the masses is  pri
marily a question of the ideological attitude of the various 
leaders of the  is above all a question of whether  

 of the Party is correct or  perhaps even more 
 the Party has enough vitality to publicly 

 mistakes and correct   

Stalin repeatedly stressed that it was  only  
class struggle against the enemies which was  also 
the class struggle against bourgeois deviations by comrades 
inside the Party which takes the  of  and 
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Educating  cadres and the entire Party with 
the help of  own mistakes is one of the basic  of 
steeling the  of the most impressive examples of this is 

 criticism of those in the Soviet Union who used 
tary methods against the masses instead of using the method  

 wanted to  collectivization instead 
of developing and really leading the  struggle of the masses 
of the  

 with  was how Stalin openly 
cized the mistakes of the Party and some  he 
mined the  the enemies about the  
zation" and corrected deviations in  example shows 

 the link of the  with the masses presupposed the 
correct line and the readiness to  criticize and correct 

 own  (See   197  

Stalin  the  that the Party was 
always correct and  that this  slogan only  the 
aim of intimidating the  it  contradicted 
the spirit of the Bolshevist  it led to the liquidation 
   

The Leninist norms of inner-Party life and 
struggle were set forward by  in the struggle 
against the Trotskyists and the  explained  
concretized them through manifold practical  

Less  primitive slanders against Stalin 
consist in imputing to  that he had stifled   

 he simply got people beheaded who did not agree 
with him and such  

The study of  work up to his death shows 
an incontrovertible fact  In  lifetime an entire series of 
qualified  discussions took  criticism was 
to the  and  appropriately  the basis of the 

  organizational measures were also taken 
ever  

 STALIN  THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT IN INDIA 

 
In  full significance and necessity 
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of defending Stalin and his works against  modern  
has yet to be realized and taken up as a  

In  the Communist Party of India upheld the 
position of the 20th Congress in this as In other  

 the    the  and "J.V.  
 of the History of the Communist Party of  

Vol.  resp.) 

The Communist Party of India  
  1969 in the fight against modern 

sionism,  as the entire emerging Marxist-Leninist  in 
the world  able to make only a  break with 
sionism in this as in other    the 
leadership of Charu  Mao Tse-tung Thought  the 

 stage of Marxism-Leninism of this era" as its 
cal basis.  thus accepted the position of the  of China, 
elucidated   Tse-tung had developed Marxism-
Leninism  in a qualitative way in key questions like 

  theory of class 
struggle" and so  was thus   so 
citly, counter-posed to Mao Tse-tung in these  

Today all the various factions  the  
- the Central Reorganization  Party of  
Marxist-Leninist  the Vinod  group, 
the  War  Satya  Singh  Chandra 

 Reddy group and so on - all uphold Mao Tse-tung  
 uncritically uphold all the criticisms against Stalin 

contained in  documents of the "Polemic" and in  documents 
of the  of  render it impossible  them
selves to work out a    on the 
basis of which they can take real and deep-going  
positions on the burning questions of the revolution in  

 the world proletarian revolution. 

One danger of not making a  refu
tation of  so-called  not upholding Stalin 
and his  not drawing a clear-cut line of demarcation 
between the modern revisionists and Stalin in crucial  
is manifest in the emergence of   
completely    can be  

(x) Charu  Path Is Our   
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 the attitude of the   towards 
 C.R.C. totally  the class   

sionism and revolution when it talks   role in the 
restoration of  a result of  ostensibly  
excessive stress on developing the productive  

 Problems of   
the C.R.C. the main reason for the capitalist degeneration does 
not lie in    in the total 
development of the Soviet Union from the  

  Stalin logically leads to 
attacking and abandoning  is shown  the development of 
the  by denying and ignoring  

 now gone over to questioning the other classics of 
  feels compelled to "re-examine many basic 

tenets!  so far      
 feels compelled to re-examine the basic teachings of 

 addition to those of  

  is re-examining the 
mental concepts of Leninism on the question of the  the 
question of  other   

  Mass Line May  In such "re-examinations" 
absolutely no effort is made to draw a clear line of demarcation 
between the basic teachings of Lenin and Stalin on these  
and genuine deviations which did emerge nationally and inter
nationally. At the same  basic concepts are also 

 error in Lenin's opinion regarding the Jewish 
nationality    

We cannot and do not deny that in Stalin's time 
there were serious deviations and errors committed in the 
national communist  as in  time  
were serious  is  is Stalin's  
relationship to these mistakes and  whether he toler
ated, promoted or encouraged these  whether he combated 
them  and theoretically with all the 
energies at his  is what we find most essential to 

 anybody struggled against the revisionist tendencies, 
emerging again and again in the Soviet Union and  the inter
national communist movement at that  was  can 
be seen very clearly  his last works "Economic  
(1952) and "Marxism and Problems of  in 
the documents of the fight against Titoite revisionism. 

We again reiterate that it was because  
line in the  and  was obviously not 
grasped and defended profoundly and comprehensively enough, 
because it was not continued after   his 
18 
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Leninist path was  there was no one who stood up and 
defended him and his  he himself had done after  

 the revisionist catastrophe could take  

 CONCERNING THE INFALLIBILITY OF 

THE CLASSICAL WRITERS 

 the same  do think it relevant  
timate to raise the question about possible mistakes by  
But this question must be dealt with in the same framework as the 
question regarding the infallibility of the classical writers as 

 the framework of possible mistakes by  and 
 is a clear fact that  and  not 

infallible in this  did not regard themselves to be 
 did they expect such an attitude from 

 the issue of criticism should not be taken  
should know what one is talking about and be able to substantiate 
oneself. 

There is also another aspect to this  
asking the question about possible mistakes  Stalin  
as part of  earnest attempt to learn from  more often 
than  part of an effort to slander  is the wrong 
attempt to construe a connection between revisionist  
and his possible  this connection ,a  with 
the state of the international communist movement at the turn of 
the century would not be out of  

The betrayal of the Second  
that of German Social  it manifested itself only 
years after   often considered to be  result of 

  this  think what is relevant  
If anyone at all fought against the upcoming revisionist trend in 
the Second  was  any one at 
all fought against the upcoming revisionist trend in the  
then it was a b o v e a l l  Any attempt to blur the 
class front between revisionist betrayal and possible mistakes of 
the great teachers of  put Engels and Stalin anywhere  
in the proximity of the revisionist betrayers is an  of 

 of    
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Lenin (for   State and Revolution" 
and by publishing letters of Marx and Engels) had established 

 fight against  one can study the 
documents of  struggle against Titoite revisionism and 
his struggle  revisionist tendencies in the  in 

  and "Marxism and Problems of  
These writings are enough to convict all   

 Stalin of  are total slanders and must 
be stigmatized as  

 is fully legitimate to talk about the 
subjective responsibility of both Engels and Stalin in the sense 
that they did not recognize clearly and in time the danger and 
the full dimensions of  think  legitimate to ask 
the question "whether Stalin should not  in his 

 and  much more  and  
 the sharpening class struggle and its laws and 

linked this up with his analyses in the struggle against  
in the   became evident that after the creation of 
socialist relations of  the victory over the 
Trotskyites and   the victory in the 
fascist  teachings regarding  intensifying  
struggle and the   danger of the revision
ist degeneration of the  was not understood in the way Tt 
would have been necessary in  to defeat Krushchovite  

  Us Learn From Stalin and Accomplish the Tasks at 
  Transl.     in this issue 

P. 75  

Inspite of such a question  must  any rate 
all those are wrong who impute to Stalin that he did   
propagate class struggle or   seen the possibility of 
revisionist degeneration of the Party and had  struggled 
against  study of  work shows very clearly that in 
his entire work he had dealt with and analyzed  and 

 the new historical and fundamental question of the 
continuation of the class struggle after the creation of the 
socialist relations of production as well as with the question 
of the possibility of the degeneration of the  

What is most essential  is done much too 
 in a wrong manner, is to propagate  fundamental  

writings of the classical   exhalt their  
The necessity of using these fundamental writings for  
today's problems in the ideological and political struggles must 
  This is essential for a really fruitful study to 

begin and for developing a really revolutionary  
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To  and strengthen the  
authority of  and Stalin is to defend the  
experience of the revolutionary working class  in  
general the history of class  for dearly with much 
blood and  

In  assert that the resolute defence of 
the  works against  firm defence of 
Comrade   one of the most basic pre
requisites for building a real Marxist-Leninist Party   

  The Editors 
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This is an  from the  
 OP THE SOVIET REVOLUTIONARY COMMUNISTS  

 Red Star  in the Soviet 
Union after the 20th Congress of the    a  
document showing  the Krushchovite leadership did not in the 
least represent the real convictions and aims of the overwhelming 
majority of the members of    
firmly rebuts the calumny of the   its demagogic 

 exposes all efforts to show that Stalin violated 
letarian democracy as   the outcries   

  ideologues who are prepared to 
gnize the need for centralism in theory  

In the  of   carried out 
by Stalin it exposes the  of the opportunists to  
the social  of these   to  Stalin as 
a   to get hold of and shoot down 
every one in   noticed a wise  sensible  
also shows up the vain efforts  the  and their 
lackeys to look for "theories in   if not for 
theories at least for particular  if  for particular 
theses at  for particular allusions which should contradict 

  firmly upholds the 
banner of Stalin as a great  

 would also like to apologize for the bad quality 
of  reprint  to the original  available to  
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I.   Chiefs of the CP of the 
Soviet Union  the Mask of Marxism 

The decisive moment  approaching today in 
the development of  communist movement. In 
the   every communist party must 
adopt for itself a    embark  
the road to revolutionary Marxism or to opportunism, 
it is necessary for the communists of the whole 
world to listen also  the voice of their Soviet 
comrades. 

Now it is pretended that the  opinion 
is being expressed in those decisions and declara
tions that are issued by the  leadership 
of the CPSU. But whoever is somewhat familiarized 
with the internal life of our  whoever has 
come more or less in contact with the masses of 

  and with the Party  cannot 
help knowing that all these   declara
tions not only do not reflect the real convictions 
and aims of the overwhelming majority of the 
Soviet people, of the overwhelming majority of 
the members of the CPSU, but  are in  

  them. 
The Chinese and Albanian communists have 

shown strict adherence to principles and revolutio
nary self-denial in exposing   
The documents of the Chinese Communist Party and 
of the Party of Labor of Albania  fully exposed 
the road of treachery towards the interests of socia
list revolution followed by the leadership of the 
CPSU after Stalin's death.  we shall often 

 repeat and substantiate the theses of the 
Chinese and Albanian comrades. But in these  
too, we shall speak as a rule on our own behalf so 
that everybody should know that this is the way  
Soviet communist thinks, this is the way millions  
Soviet communists think. However, we consider 
the discovery of the causes that  about 
antagonism between the leadership of the CPSU, on 
the one hand, and the bulk of the Soviet com
munists, of the Soviet people, on the other, as our 
most important duty. The opportunist leaders of the 
CPSU must be unmasked from their  in  
of their social position inside the  there  

they cannot conceal their rotten content by any 
masks, there where they have indeed usurped 
power and have opposed themselves to the  

It is exceptionally  to understand this 
very complicated situation from outside. It is, 

 As already indicated   the  of 
    we would like 

to note   our   of  and 
also the Party of Labour  exposure of modern revisionism 
was not always in  issue based on firm Marxist-Leninist 
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 absolutely indispensable to understand 
this situation from both practical and theoretical 
viewpoint. Here we  across a phenomenon 
constituting in itself the  danger and, 
for that matter, more serious to the communist 
movement, such a phenomenon that will threaten 
us during the whole period of transition from 

 to communism. The comprehension of   
situation  the opportunists   USSR 
help the world communist    
more correctly to appraise also their actions in the 
international arena, their hypocrisy with regard to 
the revolutionary  liberation movements and 
the distortion by them of the idea of the struggle 
for peace.  

We believe it is not  to prove that 
the gist of  contradictions in the  
communist movement is concentrated on the 
tion of the   Each of the  
sides considers this question as a touch-stone of the 
loyalty to Marxism-Leninism. And this is but na
tural because the point is for the first experimenta
tion of the dictatorship of  proletariat, It is 
evident that the communist movement cannot surge 
forward if this question is not clarified. 

There was a moment  after the 
XX Congress  the CPSU) when the  of 
the   deceived many communists 
through the sensational character and the appearance 
of veracity of the exposures made by them. But 
even then the opportunists were unable to win 
over  most determined proletarian  the 
most tried and tested ones. And then such comrades 
— and first and foremost the communists of China 
and Albania —    base and slanderous 
character of the campaign unleashed by the leader
ship of the CPSU. Subsequent years showed what 
huge damage was caused to the communist move
ment by the actions  the opportunists who were 

 unable to find a positive solution to the 
burning problems facing the communist  
The events of recent days clearly show the 
gogic essence of the opportunist outcries about the 

  their  and 
anti-Marxist character. 

As a matter of fact, the opportunists started 
with the criticism of the   of 
Stalin and  with the criticism of the 
lity  of   And the   
consists not, only in  that Khrushchov.  
the  used to exalt as a   
and w h o m they did not intend to give to anyone, 
proved to be himself guilty of that very sin for 
which he criticized Stalin. The fact is that  

 example made quite clear the  of 
the very positions of the opportunists, of  very 
idle talk about the   while substi-
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 the subjective concept   rule of one 
person in the socialist state to the social explanation 
of the forms of the dictatorship of the  

 must have lost all and every idea about historic 
materialism to say such things.  

  still giving to the opportunist 
the appearance of a truth. But that which happened 

 Khrushchov definitely discredited  
nists. Nobody can think that Khrushchov had  
personality, any personal  child is aware 
of this in the Soviet  It was no secret to 
anyone that  cult was created (and 
with great efforts) by his own circle. The social 
basis of personal authority in this case quite clearly 
manifested  It is understandable to the Mar
xists that a leaders' qualities are directly determined 
by the social environment which produces  
And we have  to  if we  from 
this point of view Stalin  Khrushchov. 

But it is a  the  opportunists will  that 
Stalin was for a long period the  leader 
of the Soviet State and of the Communist Party 
of the Soviet Union and   were singing 
praises to him.  by no means intend  deny 
this. But how is it possible that people claiming to 
be Marxists assert that this was  that it 
was in contradiction with the will of the Party and 
 the people, that  Party and the people were 

building  in opposition to Stalin and with
out him? How  they reconcile  
with the thought that a man  was not relying 
on any social group, who was not representing any 

 only due to the strength  his mind and 
character could lead for 30 years in succession a 
party and a whole state?  critics of the 

  who believe in the possibility of such an 
extraordinary and unpunishable arbitrariness are 
themselves raising Stalin to the level of the 
man, they themselves are turning away from 
Marxism and reconciling themselves with the 
sonality  in theory. The limpid history of the 
Soviet people's  class struggle for socialism 
loses, under the pen of these traitors to Marxism, 
all its grandiose social meaning and turns into a 
mystery of the Madrid palace, into an obscure, vile 
and disgusting piece of gossip, in which calumny 
engenders calumny. The picture  by the 
opportunists can be forced upon the imagination of 
a petty-bourgeois, it must be tasteful to the appetite 
of the bourgeois intellectual who always  about 
with his  and, therefore, he is ready  
attribute  in this world to the personal 
will. The Marxists, however, cannot be content with 
the tales of   of  petty-bourgeois 
and, of course, they must analyze the social reasons 
of such  situation. 
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It  be pointed out that the necessity of 
 a social  clearly recognized by the 

majority of the Soviet communists.  too, one 
feels the work of the great school of Marxist educa
tion through which they have gone. Immediately 
after the XX Congress, at the general meetings of 
the grass-root organizations of the CPSU, mass 

 were put  by the  
    Central   make a 

truly Marxist appraisal of  activity. This 
 much persistent that the  

of CPSU was obliged to resort to persecution  
various Party members and to the dissolution of a 
series of Party organizations which were acting in a 
particularly compact manner. Later, in 1957, in 
the Party meetings, all those who had criticized 
the decisions of the XX Congress were made to 
repent. But public opinion, even in silence, was so 
terrible, having such a unity that the opportunists 
had recourse to extreme measures. Opposing their 

 to Stalin's  they rehabili
tated without any verification, without any juridical 

 all the political  playing with 
their offended feelings and granting them the 
right to vote in society. But, as this was not 
cient, they proclaimed again general amnesties of 
bandit elements who had terrorized  more 
than once. All this   was crowned 
with  meeting with one of the repented 
bandits, and with a generous recompense because 
he had finally decided to become honest. General 
indignation obliged the official press to put an end 
rapidly to the descriptions full of admiration of 
this   But there had been thrown 
so much dirt into the limpid stream that for a 
certain time its waters remained somewhat trou
bled. A considerable contribution to this was ren
dered by those remnants of the old society that for-
forty years in succession were compelled  dissi
mulate their opinions and their real  and 
that now, all of a sudden, acquired the possibility 
openly to express their anger against the dictatorship 
of the proletariat. Literature became the principal 
arena of their activities. It is there that the new 
rots  turned. 

But however active these fighters against the 
   to be, the opportunists 

realized that not everybody would fall into this 
trap. The criticism against Stalin had to be 
ced at all costs  arguments resembling the 

 arguments. A person  of so many sins 
cannot remain a Marxist-Leninist in theory. 
wise, this would be the most surprising phenomenon 
in the world. Being aware of this, the opportunists 
and their lackeys have been for more than ten 
years looking for theories in  works, and if 
not for theories at least for particular theses, and 
if not for particular theses at least for particular 
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allusions which should contradict 
nism. They seek but find nothing. 

They began to make  of the philosophic chapter 
of  short course  of the CP (B) of 
the  and everything consisted in the fact that 
the number of the particularities of dialectics 
sented by Stalin was raised from 4 to 12, which 
is difficult not only to put into effect but also to 

 They set to the job of criticizing Stalin's 
work  problems of socialism in the  
Nothing came out of it and they remained silent. 

 by words in a comprehensive manner 
Stalin's articles on questions of linguistics, they 
arrived at the conclusion that there were in them 
some  And thus they acted in the same 
way dozens of times in the most diverse  
yells, victorious reports, but in fine we see the 

 at the end of their strength at  
foot. 

They will tell us that at present one of  
most important theses on which he had based his 
actions,  the thesis that on drawing near 
to communism the class struggle becomes fiercer 
and assumes ever more complicated forms, has 

 rejected. But for the time being let us leave 
theory aside, messieurs opportunists. How would 
you, yourselves, define that  which broke 
out in the USSR after Stalin's death and in which 
you are so actively taking part,  this a class 
struggle? Isn't its fierceness the best proof of Stalin's 
correctness? Replying  these questions, the oppor
tunists have no other choice but to  with us 
or to  a laughing stock for all the Marxists. 

Thus, the critics of the   if 
they intend to adopt a somewhat serious attitude 
towards this matter and convince other people of 
their  ought to explain  this surprising 
circumstance that Stalin who, in  opinion, had 
gone so far in the direction  practical errors, 
remained an orthodox Marxist in theory. In our 
eyes, such an incompatibility does not exist, for 
we consider that Stalin's activity finds full explana
tion and justification.  if there have been any 
errors in it. historically speaking, Stalin could not 
understand them and avoid them. 

The question arises: Why do the opportunists 
get hold of a viewpoint whose absurdity does not 
constitute any big secret? Those who stand for a 
social analysis of the   are 
gogically accused by the opportunists of allegedly 
attempting to connect the   with 
the very nature of the socialist order.  why, 
then, all these   hot these 

 other particularities  Stalin's  be condi
tioned not by the essence of socialism in  
but by the concrete historic conditions in which 
Stalin was acting? There is no  that the 
opportunists need the criticism of Stalin's 
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  for their selfish interests, that this criti
cism should be used by* the opportunists as a kind 
of smokescreen to cover their ugly features and 
actions. And one is more inclined to think so because 
a decade has  since  death, while the 
opportunist  of the CPSU is so  obliged 
to prove its value not by actual successes, but by 
criticising those who have longsince ceased to 
exist. 

And in spite of that, in this case, many things 
are explained by  removal. Everybody 
knows that  charlatan dwarf put into effect all 
the political and,  economic  programs 
that his group was proposing to him. Now we are 
being  that he alone is to"  blamed   the 
failures of the   There is no  
that  this case the opportunist chiefs  the CPSU 
sacrificed  for the sake of the USSR 
public opinion crossing out by a stroke of the pen 
the lamentable  of their common  

 and shifting the  for all this 
on    But instinctively 

 that this explanation could   
and was  leading to conclusions which are not- at 
all desirable,  opportunists   generally 
trying to avoid laying the emphasis on   s 

 
Actually, while, comparing Stalin   

     that 
history "repeats' itself  but at   

 to us in.  form of  while later 
in the  of  a  - What   
Khrushchov was neither more nor less   
parody of  opportunist campaign of exposing 
Stalin's  personality  betraying  

 s person a  and a renegade, in  
person a revolutionary  and thinker. 

 Stalin    

If we sum up all the charges levelled by the 
opportunists against Stalin, they may be generally 
included into one rubric — Violation of Proletarian 

 Stalin, according to the allegations of 
the opportunists, had. usurped power in the country 

 the Party,  had  the  and 
most  cadres of  Party and State workers. 

 criticizing  the  op
posed  him, thinking this was the best and 
the most evident argument for  And  agree 
that;  comparison suits the   on the 
other hand it hits the opportunists  

    
 was all this vocabulary  Ate we 

 the  editorial of  
 devoted to the   Ho, these 

  definitions to Lenin's activity  the 
 revolution,   
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  should the   of the 
 recall  fact that  
  address all   to 
 what  

to  modern   out 
 a supporter of    resist to 

   In     
revolutionary   of direct 

  importance to   are 
 to forget the  in an 

 form     
 the Jacobins of the    

words must be  remembered  those   
 now   him the 

 of  
But d i d "  in  

 of  actions  Lenin and  Yes. 
By comparing these two  leaders, the 
opportunists (in full conformity with their bourgeois 
world outlook) reduce everything to the personal 
qualities of these  It is  however, that 
Lenin's and Stalin's activities as Party and  
leaders belong to two different periods of the 
velopment  our  periods radically dif

 from one another.  death almost 
coincided with the end of the offensive period  
the European revolution, so that on  
ders fell the duty of directing the first proletarian 
State at the moment of its complete solitude in- the 
world arena, in the conditions of the  of a 

 basis  the  of socialism. 
The break-up of the weak link  the chain of 
talism was a weakness of the revolution itself.  a 
backward country can easily start because its 
versary   — Lenin wrote —  its 
bourgeoisie  not organised, but  order  
tinue it must open its   thousand 
times wider, it must foes  thousand times 
more  and patient. In Western  this 

 be  there it is immeasurably more 
 to  there it is immeasurably easier to 

proceed  Revolution in a backward coun
try, which the events  a considerable extent, due 
to the backwardness of such country, have placed, 
of course for a short period of time and, naturally, 
on  the other more  

   

destined to have moments of the  difficult 
ones and, in  near future, of the most bitter 

 (Speech  the Immediate Tasks of Soviet 
 No  that in such a desperate situa

 the measures, too, adopted  the Bolshevik 
 led by Stalin were of a desperate and* excep

tional character. The economic  was almost 
the most dangerous and, in  way, much more 
complicated than the civil war fronts.  

Indeed the German revolution did not lead to 
the victory of the proletariat, but to the victory of 
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the  and this  the  for the 
much awaited direct revolutionary aid from  

 helped in saving the country from hunger, but 
it did  solve dhe question of financing the 
ing of the big  industry, without which 
there can be no  Socialism had to be built 
entirely with the  internal resources. 
culture had to be the material basis of the entire 
socialist  But its embarking on this  
was connected with  great political and 

  
After the victory of the  after   

final  was  it  
not checked and  distributing its resources to 

 small  Speculation, which was 
reigning on   the infection   part of. 
the proletariat by the selfishness of  
such was the picture of the  element 
that had plagued the  

Only an iron organization, only the strictest 
records and  the  discipline in work 
could save the socialist revolution in these 
tions. Was it  to achieve all this through 
democratic measures? 

Quite the same thing should happen also in 
the field of ideological  We shall draw 

 to the fact that the possibility of  
out the  revolution in Russia was achieved 
because at a given moment the  
alter having realized that the bourgeois means 
for the settlement of the immediate vital tasks were 

 wavered to the side of   
practically  its political incapacity. 
cisely   this is the term  by 

 But, just like a weak person who, at the 
moment of  completely trusts himself to a 
strong one, and after the danger has   
once begins to boast and attribute victory to  
so the  right from the moment of 
the overthrow of  and the  bourgeoisie 
became  once both strong and exacting.  at 
the same time, due  its nervous weakness, it, 
conceived the victory of socialism only in the form 
of an immediate idyllic support  Russia on the 
part of insurgent  At the. moment when the 
hope for a  revolution vanished, when it 
became  that   to be built by one's 
own efforts and  the last revolutionary im
petus of the  ideologists disappeared 
without leaving any traces and their connection 
with the Bolsheviks broke off.  and 

 doubts started here and, outcries were 
heard for the salvation, at least, of a part of the 
revolutionary gains through surrender to European 

 there were charges levelled against 
the  Bolsheviks — in other words, orgies 
of empty  were unleashed aimed at masking 
the timid spirit of the petty-bourgeoisie. 
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Of course,  weapon for the petty-bour
 demagogues of that time was the  

for democracy, the demand to   self 
to the  And we would advice the present-

 opportunists to recall that it was not  
but Lenin that wrote at that time: 

 the  shout to the top of their 
lungs against   of the Bolsheviks 
(who, in their words, rely on the army and  
State apparatus, against the will of  
they  well express in this  the tactics of 
the  The latter has correctly 
tood that the actual  of the   
are now made up of the powerful vanguard of 
this class (the Communist Party of Russia which 
won for itself not at once, but through its actions 
 the course of a 25-year  the role, title 

and strength of  of the only revolutionary 
 plus the elements that are the most weakened 

by the class change,  may more  fall 
into   anarchist wavering.  Under 
the  of   in the strength of the 
working  they are practically working to 

 the Menshevik and anarchist influences: 
In the spring of 1921 Kronstadt proved and showed 
this in the best  Our  Down 
with the chatterers! Down with the unscrupulous 
servants of the  Let us set to 

 and concrete  let us have a clear 
understanding of the  of the  
day moment  of the tasks laid down by it! We 

  words, but    Old 
Errors in a New  

It   such a   their opportunist 
activities, that the  ideologists were 
trying to turn the inner party democracy. Let us 

 the  discussions forced upon the 
 by the Mensheviks  the Social Revolutio

naries (ESER) at the most critical moments for the 
revolution, spending much valuable forces and time. 
And it was not Stalin, but Lenin that sponsored 
the famous resolution of the X Party Congress 
prohibiting all and every faction in the Party. And 
from the formal standpoint this was, no doubt, a 
violation of democracy. 

To be able to understand how and why  much 
power was concentrated in Stalin's hands, we must 
consider the situation created at the   
Congress. While reading the Congress minutes, one 
is instinctively  by what was taking  
The opposition  demand and implore the 

 of an elementary democratic attitude 
  they demand a mere exchange of 

 while the entire Congress cries out:  
with the opposition elements! Long live   
And this did not bring - about the suppression of 
proletarian democracy, but its assertion. The 
gress  the revolutionary cause against 
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bourgeois phraseology. And the  of 
this revolutionary  was Stalin who,  the 
first time, firmly and definitely raised the question 
of building socialism in one country only, displayed 
   determination  to introduce agriculture 
into the framework of socialist construction through 
total collectivization and led the  
lization. 

 Party and the people  Stalin. Is 
 any need for such trust in the leaders at this 

stage? Everyone claiming to be a  must 
 recognize that we should consider democracy, just 
as all other social phenomena, in a historic and 
crete manner. In its first stage proletarian demo

 (especially in such a country as backward 
Russia) ought to be expressed in the strongest pos
sible centralization of state power. The proletariat 
applied such a centralization in the  of the 
danger of death, in the conditions of the very fierce 
class struggle, just as military  is carried 
out on the front. We  Is it necessary to have 
faith in the commander, in whose hands is the des
tiny of the revolutionary army at a decisive moment? 
 is clear that the opportunist phrases about demo

cracy conceal the bourgeois individualism and  
efforts to ensure, in due time, the possibility to 

 He who wants to fight  do without a 
commander. And while Stalin is no longer alive 
today, we shall fight in the battalions under Mao 

 and Enver Hoxha. 
Let us consider this question from the viewpoint 

of the organization of work. It is clear that at the 
level of Russia's economic development  that  
the division of work not only could not be weakened, 
but it was not even developed at a sufficient rate. 
The function of the state power, as one of the 
functions of social  assumed a special im
portance in its independence. And this was not a 
negation of democracy. The  masses cons
cientiously passed over the power  the 
tatives elected by them, who in the revolutionary 
struggle proved their Marxist tempering and their 
loyalty towards the people. 

Lenin used to say that we had to pay for 
ignorance in the  diverse forms. In this case 
he stressed the need of employing the old bourgeois 
specialists in the service of the proletariat. But the 
pay  our ignorance  had  to assume 
also other and more complicated forms. This can be 
very easily understood if things are  
considered. Thus, for  the former Budionist 

 had become a secretary of the regional Party 
Committee could not settle on the general plane 
the political and economic problems by himself. He 
used to say:  me the decree and I shall force 
it  anyone you like by means of a  In 

  the effective power was lawfully concen
trated in the hands of those who possessed 



 

 revolutionary  and  Was 
 good from the viewpoint of the abstract 

list ideals? Let us suppose it was bad. But what 
opposition in  with this can raise those 
who really want to carry out socialism  
into practice? And precisely this withdrawal (and 
not only the employment of old bourgeois specia
lists) was the  towards the old order  of 
things due to our general ignorance, the withdrawal 
from full socialist equality, inevitable in the condi
tions of our cultural backwardness. The opportunists 
like to engage in phraseology with  to their 
opponents, that they allegedly are more  than 
common sense. But where; are  themselves when 
they refuse to understand the logic of the actual 
social development? In addition to this, it is clear 
that they want to become more papal than the 
pope,  democratic than the popular masses 
themselves who have solved the question whether 
the leaders are needed in the war and Whether one 
should obey them  before the democrats of the 
cabinets. 

Being prepared to recognize the need of 
centralism in theory,   traitors 
can by no means accept  in practice and reconcile 
themselves with its ideal reflection in the heads of 
people. To build socialism  that human 
terial which we actually  thus also with those 
concepts  in the    

 was  instruction. The Bolsheviks,  
by Stalin, carried out this instruction of his. 

Of course, it is not a question here of 
clear purity and holiness of the opportunists. After a 

 stand adopted for 40 years in  
towards the  of the proletariat they 

 acquired the possibility to discuss its  
and shortcomings and discovered one of the  
points in  ideology of the socialist  under 

 Well, we are indeed  up only  
weak  for we  the living    

  of virtues  you have  out  
the political  you are grown old   
to commit sins and to   

These    of course,   
even  that if you speak  the  

  the latter began at the time   
was buried in   astd  took his 

         
the end,  Would  dare   
this   this oath?  it    
that are less worthy than anybody else of such a 
thing, you that swear everyday and every hour on 

 Where is the adherence to principles in  
We swear on Lenin and Stalin, but we are not 
double-dealers. We declare openly and publicly that 
the proletariat has its own leaders, in whom we see 
the highest realization of the possibilities of our 
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class and of humanity  a whole, in whose exal
tation in fact we assert everything of the best we 

 
The oath taken before Lenin was a testimony 

of the fact that the offensive period of revolution 
had ended. Now, the logic of revolutionary 
ment could not help becoming eclipsed by very 
complicated social  it was not being 
revealed to the  in its living naturalness. 
This logic had to be understood and explained by 
the leaders. Now everything had to be built up 
with faith in what was gained, with faith in the 
leader. 

We addressed ourselves to the very fact of 
the. revolution as a manifestation of magnificence. 
And this was right. This is the way we appraised 
also the people that carried out this revolution. But 
the canonization of the past was inevitably leading 

 to the canonization of the present. Stalin was 
realizing this very well and used to speak of it 

 in a laconic and  manner. Stalin  
a banner. 

The  which Stalin received  the 
Party and the people was based only on the 
tance of his qualities as a great  
thinker  fighter, on the general faith in him, 
for he remained a determined helmsman of 
Leninism even under the blows of the  
of the  and of all sorts of opportunists. 
To speak today of Stalin's   as a 
violation of democracy, as of ignoring the will of 
the party and the people, is the greatest affront to 
the most sacred feelings of our men and women, an 
affront that can be committed only by those who 
have  been with  in our  march towards 
socialism, or those who cannot forget the heavy 
hand of the dictatorship of the proletariat that they 
experienced on their own shoulders. 

And here we come up to the question of 
 that Stalin used to make. Messieurs the 

opportunists, attempting to conceal the social basis 
of these repressions, are making efforts to  
Stalin as a man  fearing rivalry, used to get 
hold  and  down every one in whom he 
noticed a wise and  man. Of course, this was 
quite groundless, even with regard to  closest 
circle. Otherwise, e.g., the members of the oppor
tunist clique should admit that they lived in  
days only  from the intellectual viewpoint, 
they  not deserve any attention at all. it is 
absolutely preposterous to explain in this way the 
repressive actions taken against the responsible 
workers at the  most of whom Stalin, of 
course, had never known  The vicious 
attitude of the opportunists is seen precisely in the 
fact that they, alleging that Stalin was  
and cruel, had never seriously tried to understand 
the causes of the repressive actions. 



 

To all those who do not preach the  of 
 not resist to  the physical  to the 

physical blow is understandable. But the question 
becomes much more complicated when we deal with 
politics, where the direct results of this or that 
political action will be seen perhaps after  
Should industry in the Soviet Union be built up 
at the  of untold efforts and privations? Was 

 right when he used to say: We shall either 
do  they will destroy  We think that the 
best answer to this question could be given by the 
soldiers of the patriotic war,  were holding in 
their hands the  produced by the Stalinist 
industry. And it was precisely the Mensheviks and 

 that were opposed to industrialization. They 
were crying out that agriculture was being  
on behalf  industry. Thus, objectively, they wanted 
the Russian peasants to submit to   Stalin 
used to persecute the main bulk of the 
geois ideologists who were nothing else but 
duals that were changing color and smuggling 
selves into the ranks of the Bolsheviks. Herein 
lies the gist of the  Moscow  
Stalin delivered Russia from the   

To be able to understand to what extent this is 
true, to what extent did Stalin  actions take 
into consideration the problem  the development of 

 we shall draw attention to the fact that 
fascism    movement was a direct response 
by the   to the October 

 
One cannot hear without indignation and 

gust the efforts of the opportunist leaders of the 
CPSU to whitewash the  and ESER 

 to deny the facts of their direct  
with the German fascists. The  do not 
mention  name, — he was too much 

 as one of the possible  Russian  
But under Khrushchov secret talks were very 
insistently held with a view to  
Bukharin. The value of the rehabilitations 
ted by the opportunists is, however, shown by  
very clear example. Tukhachevsky has now beep 
rehabilitated, this real political adventurer who was 
called by no one else but precisely by Trotzky and 
Bukharin as a man of   It is 
said that  materials, falsified by 
the German intelligence service, were given to 
Benes who handed them over to Stalin. But why do 
they not tell that Tukhachevsky was sentenced not 
on the basis of the espionage materials, but for 
having been involved in the  
conspiracy, in which several high-ranking Soviet 
military personalities headed by Tukhachevsky made 
up the special striking group for  overthrow  
the Stalin Government by the force of arms? At 
the final trial in Moscow, it was not the German 
intelligence service but Bukharin himself that  
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a  testimony. Follow his authentic words: 
 it is a question of a military coup d'etat,  

to the very logic of things, exceptionally great will 
be the   precisely of the  
group of plotters. Hence, a typical Bonapartist  
can arise and the   I had, among 
other things, Tukhachevsky in mind, — will above 
all settle the accounts with  own allies, with 
the    to the  

 And  on and so  Why  the 
 while rehabilitating Tukhachevsky, 

tell these facts? Even in the   people 
with  inclinations used to write with 
concern and  that Tukhachevsky, during his 
trips to  and other European capitals, was 
discrediting the strength of our army and exalting 
the fascist  which was impermissible 
for a man that headed the General Staff of the 
Red  Why should the opportunists, who make 
so much  of  love for justice, not 
recall that the Moscow trials struck more than at 
anyone else at Trotzky who was staying abroad, 
while the execution of Tukhachevsky and his colla
borators  definitely suppressed the spirit of the 

 of the Russian  

Thus, we may draw the conclusion that  
repressive actions of the dictatorship of the 
tariat, of the Stalin  up to 1934, were 
directly aimed at the  opportunists 
who were opposed to the building of socialism in our 
country, to  and industrialization. 
Could one act, and should one act, in  way, 
according to Lenin's viewpoint? Here is his answer: 

 the  Chernovs and their cronies, 
the non-party  beat their chests and let 
them shout:  be to God that I am not like 
them, that I have stood and always stand against 

 These fools  against  for they 
have chosen for themselves the role of faithful 
servants of the Byelogardists to deceive  workers 
and peasants. The ESER and Mensheviks  
opposed   because they have  to them
selves the task of deceiving the masses with the 
banner   in order to place them under 

 blows of Byelogardist terror. This  shown 
by the  and  rule in Russia, that 
of  in Siberia, of Menshevism in Georgia; 
this was shown by the  of the second 
International and of the -two and  
tional,   Hungary, Austria, Germany, 
Italy, Britain, etc. Let the servile supporters of 
Byelogardist terror boast saying that they repudiate 
all kind of terror. While we shall openly tell the 
sad but undoubtful  The countries under
going an unheard-of crisis, the countries where the 
old ties are destroyed  the class struggle  
intensified, after the 1914-1918 imperialist war, — 
such are all the countries of the world, — cannot do 
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without terror; let hypocrites and chatterers say 
whatever they like. Either Byelogardist terror, 
bourgeois terror of the  (Ireland), 
Italian (fascists), German, Hungarian and other 
types, or red, proletarian terror. There is no middle 
road, there is no and there cannot be a  

  Taxation in  

But in  days, the opportunists will argue, 
the repressive actions were fewer. This  true. But 
the point is that in Lenin's days the clash between 
the  proletarian and counterrevolutionary 
forces had not reached yet the final stage. The  
battle had to be fought against  
ideologists with regard to collectivization. And 

 here they were crushed by the  
led by  And this happened because the 
Russian peasantry proved to be more revolutionary 
than their "ideologists. This moment  
tant and for this reason we   
to it As  matter of fact the    
Soviet  that went  revolutions, 
that were accustomed to trust  owing 
to their work, had  on  threshold of 
tivization, the tendency of their   
in spite    that the   
not  a   provides 
today to the  a   make  
judgments alleging that in our    
nobody  be  as   

 of these embryos of   with 
the Soviet power quite clearly  to the 
santry what  store for.    

 based on private    

 -for this reason,  
 tion  carried  due to  much 

   have been    
 although  hasty   

 to  its time   
the Party  although there  
cases of acting    

  a  joined the   
 did not   collectivization   

for  were   by the  
and the ESER. The  -followed    
they  the   practice.  
could      

   of   
  peasant conscience, the  

tion  the  weakness.  
liquidation was being effected also in the  
 both the proletariat and the peasantry. 

Well, the opportunists would say — although 
we tried to rehabilitate Bukharin, although we 
intend to erect a memorial to Tukhachevsky,  do 
not criticize Stalin so much for the repressive 
actions taken up to the year 1934. But how can 
those of 1937 be justified? With Lenin, there is 
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nothing to explain such repressive actions. The 
opportunists rejoice in vain, hoping that they will 
not have to do anymore with Lenin. But Lenin 
will smash them this time, too. 

To be able to make a class  of the 1937 
 actions suffice it to  the following 

 Which class suffered  repressive 
actions? The proletariat?  There were arrested 
some people who had come out from it and who 
held high posts. But the class itself was out of any 
attempt. Per contra, as long as the repressive actions 

 a large extent, with the question of 
social origin, the proletarian position and origin 
served as the best warranty against  For 
this reason, many people  the high strata of 
Czarist Russia  that time used to go to  
and work  And this always   Did 

 peasantry perhaps suffer in  Again no. 
And if individual peasants have some sad 
lections, they are  to the year 1929 when 
they were expropriated  kulaks. Did perhaps the 
arrests in general not have a class  and 
did they not express the class interests of someone? 
The opportunists are trying to smuggle in precisely 

 thought and for   reason they attempt 
to attribute also schizophrenia to Stalin and to 
explain the repressive actions by this. It is clear 
however  such a view in itself can serve as a 
testimony that they are out of order with their 
own brains. 

The 1937 repressive actions, in their social 
meaning, were directed in* a quite definite manner: 
They  aimed against the existing  
machinery, against the remnants of the exploiting 

 and a part of the intelligentzia. Now it  
clear why precisely these strata are so fiercely 
attacking the   and why our 
ing masses display a surprising  in the eyes of 
the  for Stalin's  Messieurs 

 opportunists arrogantly speak of  nature 
of a  saying that our people need a Czar, 
and  such mean things and nonsenses. But, 
as we see, the matter is very  consisting in 
the class sense of the people. The  to tell the 
truth, even formerly had thought that the bureau
crats and   should be smashed, 
even now they do not leave aside this view. Stalin, 
as we know, used to do this on a well-grounded 
basis. That is why the people feel that Stalin is 

 that he is a representative of the people. 

But were the repressive actions really necessary? 
The opportunists, referring to the country's internal 
situation, allege that no such necessity existed. 
Meanwhile, they close their eyes   before 
the  fact, in their opinion, that in the 
West fascism was growing as a tempest cloud and 
was openly declaring that it was directed against 
the USSR. The  who remember every 
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slap in the face they were given by Stalin, have 
begun to suffer from amnesia when it is a question 
of history, and they brush aside the fact that it 
was precisely during    that the 
danger of war was particularly  Was it neces
sary, on the verge of the war, to purge once more 

 rear from all the irresolute and dangerous 
ments; on the verge of the war, in which  im
perialists wanted to see the Soviet Union face 
Hitlerite Germany alone? The answer to this was 
given by the Russian  the Ukrainian 
Benders, the Crimean   remained 
unexecuted in the year 1937. 

Should we believe the opportunists who say 
that in 1937  who were executed were not 
the ones who ought to have been executed. The 
opportunists have been particularly touched because, 
in their words, the best part of the Party and 
State machinery had been liquidated. To be able to 
clarify this let us refer to Lenin.  do we do 
silly  — Lenin used to ask —  is self-
understood: Firstly, we are a backward country; 
Secondly, education in our country is reduced to 
a minimum; Thirdly, we do not get aid. No civilized 
country helps us. On the contrary, they all work 
against us; Fourthly, for the fault of our State 
apparatus. We have inherited the old State appara
tus and this has been a misfortune for us. The 
State apparatus very  works against us. This 
is  the matter   1917, after we seized 
power, the State apparatus was sabotaging us. Then 
we were very much frightened and we begged it: 

 pray you, return to  And here they all 
returned and this was a misfortune for  

But the whole evil consisted in the fact that 
 question was by no means  to the  

against the remnants and traditions of the old state 
apparatus. These  provided, so to  

 the  to  new  which 
was growing on a new ground.  had 
become a scourge for the   dangerous 
and subtle foe. 

The number of  of the capitalist type 
in our country should not   only to the 
people that have directly  from the old  
from the old  The conditions Were such 
that even  communists who were unable to 
preserve themselves in so   social 

  slip into bureaucratism. But the  
prescription of the attitude towards the bureaucrats 

 should have    the 
nerated communists. And "in this way  replied to 
the    right in  out the 
purge  the bureaucratic apparatus during the 
whole of his activity and   the verge 
 the war?   

 objections concerning  as we 
  have only a partial  they may 
 to do with the  of   
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But the whole      fact that the 
opportunists  to reject Stalin ill  They 

 all those who had   
 the  of Stalin. The  

bands which participated in  1905 punitive 
 the renegades who used to  the 

money of the people, the German  
They all bear  on their  the seal of 
martyrs. They all were  both figuratively and 
directly, by the    Khrushchov, and 
the present-day opportunists attribute their 

 as they did formerly, to themselves as a merit. 
Is it to be surprised that historians were permitted 
to  into the archives of the Ministry of  
only by   authorization? This 

 supporter of the  was afraid of putting 
on the table those documents which he himself 
had proclaimed as false.  successors are conti
nuing the same foul work and now they are seeking 
to substantiate the most  charges against 

 which Khrushchov framed up but was unable 
to  In any way, had there been unjustified 
victims during the repressive actions? We believe 
there may have been. But who is to be blamed for 
this? In the first   is responsible 
for this. Perhaps some of  1937 events are 
determined by the fact that the  
apparatus   that  waged in a bureaucratic 

 the fight against bureaucratism and against 
the  tendencies; by  fact that 
the petty-bourgeoisie was destroying itself through 
its denunciations. Messieurs the  were 
denouncing, slandering, settling  bearing 
false  and, of  sometimes against 
honest and faithful individuals. And it is precisely 

 spiders that are now mourning for the 
pled  and are spitting  big  

 attitude towards  excesses that were 
taking place  those  is  better than 
anywhere else in the fact that he had his 
sary of internal affairs  shot down and this 

 for bureaucratism during the purges. 
•It must be realized that Stalin had  other hands 

 this  apparatus and practically 
he could act only at the level of this apparatus. 

But  dare to accuse the dictatorship 
of the proletariat of causing victims? Forty cen

 of the human history known to us is the 
 showing how the oppressors used to kill, to 

rob, to torture and violate   during 
40 centuries the  did nothing else but try 
to suffocate the conscience of the oppressed 
ing them of their  development, of the 

 habits of social activity. And now,  
the oppressed finally seized  when they were 
under the most  conditions of total blockade, 
lacking  experience, and sufficient ma
terial resources, when under the threat of an 
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  they  compelled to build 
 own  they are required to do this 

without mistake, with white gloves. Who else can 
think  such a demand except the  
except  bourgeoisie which after its defeat 
denly became an ardent defender of  
and moral purity. If the  power  guilty 
before some of its worthy  in this case, you, 
gentlemen,   reason to come forward among 
them. These sons had been willing at any moment 
to lay down their lives for the Soviet power. And 
if they could hear you today, you would not be in a 
very good  

 it is given a general  
represents in itself the  of action of the 
dictatorship of the  a sum of measures 
used by the dictatorship of the proletariat in the 

 of a country of small  for the 
  the foundations of socialism.  

finding itself  an economic ground hostile to it, 
a ground reviving  incessantly and to 
the broadest extent, the proletariat cannot  
carrying out in practice its own  by 
any means, at any cost Particularly  and 
accompanied by  inevitable  ought to 

 this struggle of the proletariat against the 
bourgeois character in Russia, where it broke out 
for the first  There  no doubt  this 
difficult experience will greatly facilitate and make 
more rational the actions of the working class of 
other   similar  This ex
perience will be conducive  to  also the 
situation that has been created in the Soviet  
today. Indeed, the growth of bureaucracy has resul

 in  gradual creation,  the revolutio
nary   and the people, of a bureaucratic 
stratum dividing them, hampering them to act in 
full unity.  and consolidating the State 
apparatus and accomplishing thereby a job of very 
great historic importance, which ensured our 

(x) We do not  in characterizing  theory and 
practice as  cannot be Stalinism in the same way 
as there is  Leninism is the Marxism of the era 
of imperialism and the proletarian revolution and is valid for 
this entire  was above all a  of the best 
disciples of Lenin who comprehensively   s  
concretized  it and developed it  
revisionists use the term Stalinism and  of  

 a manoeuvre to pit Lenin against  this 
term they attack  as being  or 

 part of our exposure of such manoeuvres we reject 
the use of such a  also emphasize that it is not 
ble to be a Communist without being a faithful  of 
Lenin and    
4 2 
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   along the road of the construction 
of the  of  Stalin was standing 
on the  of this bureaucratic apparatus, he was 
fighting against  with the help of this very 
paratus and  this reason he could not  it 

 He was seeing how the hydra of bureau
cracy was growing although he was mercilessly 
cutting off its  which were rising  In 
his efforts for revolutionary purity he did hot trust 

  can hardly say  had   for this) 
all those that were surrounding him (only Molotov 
proved to  worthy comrade in arms).  

 is really a heroic and sacred personality. 
Stalin stands high in history as. an example to the 
revolutionaries, as a warning to  wavering and 
as a terror to the enemies. 
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PREFACE 

 LET US LEARN  STALIN AND ACCOMPLISH THE TASKS 
AT   edition 1985  is a Joint 

 by the Editorial Boards of Rote  Organ of 
the  Party of  Kommunist 
(Organ for building the  Party in West Berlin) 
and Gegen die  for building the  
Party  West  is a strong affirmation  the  
ing validity of Stalin and his work especially  

The three organizations elaborate and defend 
against attacks those basic principles of  which 
Stalin himself   developed  in the 
practice of building socialism in the Soviet  
ples   those which the opportunists assert 
that Stalin himself violated  that  basic teachings in 
the question of the  of study of  

  Leninism as the Marxism of the era of imperialism and 
the proletarian  necessity of the alliance of the 
proletariat of the dominant countries with the peoples of the 
oppressed  theory about class struggle under the 
dictatorship of the  building the Farty of the new 
type and the necessity of the Leninist methods in the relations 
among the Parties of the world communist  

In  view of the deep theoretical and 
practical  facing us today  three organizations commit 
themselves to accomplishing the hard and  theoretical 
work necessary to clarify all the open  from all 
subjective  this theoretical  is becoming 
ever more necessary and  three organizations think 
that the  of the theory of  particularly 
the study and  understanding of  s work is of 
fundamental significance in the struggle for purging the world 
communist movement of opportunists and for clarifying the 
necessary open issues  the  unity of the world communist 

 (x) 

 This quotation is from the concluding section of the document 
and is entitled  Problems of the Present-Day World Communist 

  have not included it in our 
reprint  
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On the Occasion    Birth Anniversary  

LET US LEARN FROM STALIN AND ACCOMPLISH THE TASKS AT HAND 

On  December 1879 - more than a hundred years ago  one of the 
greatest personalities in the history of mankind was born  J.W. 

 the acknowledged leader of the world communist 
ment for almost three decades, the great teacher of the theory and 
practice of Marxism-Leninism, the most outstanding disciple of the 
great Lenin and successful continuator of  work. 

No one in the world can remain  to Stalin. While all 
the forces of the old world, the exploitative world of capitalism 
and imperialism, of reaction and counter-revolution are crying them
selves hoarse to slander Stalin to be a  tyrant and dictator, 
his name now, as before, inspires the deepest feelings of rever-
ance and admiration, passionate veneration and indestructible love 
in the case of millions of true revolutionaries in all countries 
and the most conscious  of the international working class 
and the revolutionary liberation  of the whole  

Stalin - that represents for  the memory of consequently defen
ding and carrying  the dictatorship of the proletariat in the 

 country of the victorious proletarian revolution. He re
presents  them the memory of  building socialism 
in the young  Union, of the world  victory over 

 and of the development of a principled and uni
ted world communist movement during a whole generation. 

Stalin - that   them the  continuation  
    teachings: the science of the revolution 

of the proletariat and all exploited and oppressed masses  the con
sequent  towards  the path from mankind's pre-history 
towards its actual dignified history, full of magnificent possibili
ties and breathtaking  

When Stalin died in 1953, he left the world proletariat and all 
oppressed peoples an invaluable revolutionary heritage of fundamen
tal Marxist-Leninist works. In many  it is only now, in a pe
riod of the most frightful excesses of  revisionism, whether 
it is the Russian, Chinese or any other variety, in a period of 
grave setbacks to the world communist movement, that the entire sig
nificance of these works emerges ever more  and we be
come aware of their  However, as in the case of any 
profound scientific knowledge, understanding it is not something 
which effortlessly falls into our  It is something which has 
to be a c q u i r e d seriously   It has  be 
a s s i m i l a t e d and won in close connection with  own 
revolutionary practice in order to be able to use it as a compass 
and a weapon. 

That is why  the three undersigning sides, think  
at all of just praising and celebrating Stalin, instead of 

 his works and l e a r n i n g from them and him in or
der to solve the enormous tasks before us in his spirit and with 
the sharp weapons which he had created as continuator of 
gels  and  works, as a classic author of Marxism-Leninism. 
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 whom Stalin always regarded to be his great  in 
relation to  work: 

 is now happening to  teaching has, in the course of 
history, happened repeatedly to the teachings of revolutionary 
thinkers and leaders of oppressed classes struggling for emanci
pation. During the lifetime of great   oppre

 classes meted out to them constant persecution, received 
their teachings with the most savage malice, the most furious 
hatred and the most unscrupulous campaigns of lies and slander. 

 their  attempts are made to convert them into harm
less icons, to canonize them, so to say, and to surround their 
names with a  halo for the  of the oppressed 
classes and in order to dupe the latter, while at the same time 
emasculating the content of the revolutionary  blunting 
its revolutionary edge and vulgarizing  
(Lenin, "The State and  1917, Peking   

Today a similar thing in relation to Stalin is  in the 
case of certain  force of his  
ty of his   greatness of his entire theoretical 
and practical work is so immense that even some of those who do 
not have the least in common with it  obliged   to 
"disguise" themselves to be   They praise him 
to the skies in   canonize him in order to obscure 
the  that they are robbing his teachings of  revolutionary 

 

At the  some parties   claiming to be Marxist-Le
ninist, are raising a huge hue and cry about Stalin. They are pro
claiming a "Stalin - Year", they are organizing a "Stalin Enrolment" 
and are even peddling "Stalin  These, and other  
are gags of a fashionable political trend which  emerged very 
suddenly and which wants to   1ooth Birth Anniver
sary for purposes that were never  

We three undersigning organizations demarcate ourselves most firmly 
from this kind of advertising propaganda concerning Stalin. Such a 
propaganda can only repulse true revolutionaries and harms the cause 
which  struggled for all his life. Directly opposed to the 
necessity of seriously propagating Stalin, this kind of propaganda 
distorts Stalin's image  a caricature, sets his teachings at 
naught and feeds the current  prejudices against him. 

This is especially true when such forces attempt to present and 
justify their out and out r e v i s i o n i s t methods towards 
the masses and towards genuine  parties and organi
zations as    For  their method  
suppressing all criticism and rendering impossible any serious 

 For example, their methods of censorship, of  
of barrack-room discipline and even of the use of  
It is of decisive importance to present and defend, point by  

 real methods and line, not the least against precisely 
such slanders and aspersions against  

Many forces, using such shabby methods, cite Stalin very loudly and 
 We emphatically warn against looking for the  

of these methods in Stalin himself, instead of in modern revisionism, 
where they really lie, and on this basis adopting a reserved atti
tude towards  That would really mean walking into the trap 
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LET US APPLY  METHOD OF STUDY 
 

In 1924 Lenin died. He left behind a whole series of great works 
and  which he had written in different situations with 
differing purposes. Fighting against all opportunist  who 
only hypocritically cited Lenin, Stalin was able, in a masterly way, 
to generalize Lenin's basic ideas, to connect the universal  the 
historical in his writings  "The Foundations of Leninism" and 
"Concerning Questions of Leninism". Thus he was able to bring 

 a great step forward. 

Stalin's method of study was based on dialectical materialism. In 
his brilliant, short summary of the foundations of dialectical 
and historical materialism in  Stalin emphasized that dialecti
cal materialism demands a study of the  of the  
development and its  as well as of the  of oppo-
sites taking place. Under this pre-condition, he asserted that 
everything depends "on the conditions, time and place"  
of the  1938,  Moscow 1939, Red Star Press Re
print, London  

Stalin based his entire method of study on this teaching and  

 While studying  the writings and statements of 
 the teachers of Marxism-Leninism must be studied and understood 

8 in their i n t e r - c o n n e c t i o n  in their process 
8  d e v e l o p m e n t i n the respectively existing  
 or  They must be studied and  as being the re-
  of  s t r u g g l e against the respective  currently 
 significant revisionism. 

Stalin showed in all his writings that wrong methods of study were 
 the  step    or a means 

therein.  conditions  phases   Stalin taught 
that certain principles and guidelines of  are valid 
under the conditions of an entire  Other principles and gui
delines are valid only in a certain phase within an  others 
only under the conditions of some countries, or of one particular 

 principles are valid only in a very limited way under 
certain concrete conditions of a country and only at a particular 
point of time etc. He also showed that certain statements and formu
lations could only be understood in the light of the knowledge of  
the   in the context of which they were  

 while studying  it is an essential pre
requisite to ascertain how principles and guidelines have been 

  from what conditions they have been d e-
 and  what conditions they are thus v a 1  

Revisionists of all  starting  the Yugoslavian and Krush
chovite revisionists since the 2oth Congress of the C.P.S.U. upto 
the Eurorevisionist varieties and the present-day revisionist 
leadership of the C.P. of China etc. never tire of vilifying Stalin 

 be a  of charging him with "schematism" and accusing 
him of having "vulgarized  

However, a study of Stalin's works proves all these reproaches to 
be slanders, because in all his works, Stalin    
dogmatism and   mechanical  and against 
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of such underhand ideological  It would mean leaving 
the front of defending  that  front of  
at precisely a very important juncture in the struggle against mo
dern  It was not just by chance that a frontal attack 
against Marxism-Leninism was launched in the form of the worst kind 
of slanders against Stalin at the 2oth Congress of the  

We three undersigning organizations commit ourselves to explaining, 
propagating and applying, as extensively as possible, in our own 
sphere of work  entire  especially his basic teachings 
which we have emphasized in the  chapters  We wish 
to stress that these teachings of Stalin are  great importance, 
particularly  in the struggle against Krushchovite re
visionism and other deviations derived from it in the present-day 
world communist movement. It is important to stress these teachings 
and use them as a strong weapon precisely today in the  
against revisionism of all hues. 
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In  the revisionists attack Stalin because he defended, with 
utmost clarity, the principles of Marxism-Leninism for the working 
class and for the communists. He contributed very greatly towards 
the fact  the working class and the labouring people of the 
entire world took hold of the teachings of Marxism - Leninism and 
that these teachings were transformed into a material  

In the great struggle for the victory of Leninism, in the struggle 
against  Trotskyism, Stalin showed that Lenin's 
basic principles and guidelines have been valid for the entire era 
of imperialism and the proletarian revolution. 

 Stalin explained in a deep-going way that the world has entered 
§ into the era of  world proletarian revolution. He  

 of the major distinctions between various coun
tries, the main teachings of Leninism have not been derived only 
from the experiences of the Russian revolution and are not valid 
only in   they are a summing up of the 
n a t i o n a l  

o 

8 

That is why  Marxism of the era of imperialism 
and the proletarian  in its essential  a 
"model for all". 

Stalin wrote: 

"Is not Leninism the generalisation of the experience of the 
volutionary movement of all   Are not the fundamen
tals of the theory and tactics of Leninism  are they 
not obligatory, for the proletarian parties   countries  
(Stalin, "Concerning Questions of Leninism", 1926, Stalin Works 8 
page  

Stalin very firmly gave affirmative answers to these questions. All 
his life he fought  attempts to revise fundamental principles 
of Leninism on the pretext of "national  or on the 
pretext that "times have changed" etc. 

At the same time, he also repeatedly fought against the revisionists 
attempts to go against Leninism by using quotations from Marx and 

 and against their attempts to play   and  
own statements from the era of pre-monopoly capitalism against 
conclusions valid  the era of imperialism. 

In "Marxism and Problems of Linguistics" as well as in the chapter 
"Method" in the writing  Foundations of Leninism", Stalin 
showed that conclusions from the era of pre-monopoly capitalism 
- for instance, the thesis that socialism must gain victory simul
taneously in the most important highly  countries -
is  valid for the new era of monopoly capitalism. In this 
era, because of the emergence of new conditions, socialism can at 

 gain victory in   

Similarly, Stalin opposes disregarding the different eras while 
dealing with  n a t i o n a l question and blurring the big 
difference between the era of rising capitalism and moribund 
pitalism. (See Stalin Works 7,  
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 method of study is further characterized by the fact that 
whenever he used  polemical statements, he kept in  the 
direction of the polemic and fully  the significance of 
various  

For example, Stalin exposed the attempts to  one polemical 
statement  Lenin into a  by separating it from 
its  thus undermining the correct relationship between the 
proletariat and the Communist Party. Opposing the method of not con
sidering the conditions under which this statement  formulated 
by  thus also the context in which it was valid, Stalin ex
plained the  and the aim of these words by Lenin: 

While answering the demand that the state in the Soviet Union 
should  led by s e v e r a 1  spoke of the necessity of 
the dictatorship by a s i n g l e party. Thus, studied in context, 
he     dealing with the   the relationship  
the proletariat to its party, but with the question of whether 
the country should be led" by  or more parties. 

However, the pseudo-Leninists left out this c o n t e x t of 
  they obscured the respective s t r u g g l e 

ducted by Lenin. Using words separated  the  they con
structed the absolutely wrong thesis of the  of the 
tatorship of the party". 

Much can be   this and such examples precisely in a si
tuation of  ideological  where the revisionists 
are trying to  Leninism, where they are trying to browbeat 
and create  by means of using quotations  Lenin and Stalin. 

 As Stalin  the only   to all revisionist 
 sifications is  to t u r n a w a y from Leninism and  

§ the study of its theory or give up using quotations, but  
  the context of the conditions and the reasons for 
 the validity of various quotations and writings of 
  

In every single case this demands a lot of work and great  
Stalin  very strongly against simple summaries of Mar
xism-Leninism. He polemicized against all those who in this way 
wished to "skip" or  themselves the hard work of studying Mar
xism-Leninism. He ridiculed all those  whom taking into account 
the respective context and the respective conditions of  
work was "too complicated"  

"I know that this complexity is displeasing, distasteful to some 
  I know that many of  on  the principle 

of the least expenditure of  would  to have a 
pler and easier system. But what can you do about it  In the 

 place, Leninism must be taken as it actually is  must 
not be  and  in the second place, history 
tells us that the simplest and easiest  are far from 
always being the most  
(Stalin, "Concerning the Question of a  and  
Government", 1927, Works 9,  

In the same context, Stalin opposed a certain kind of reader and 
pointed out: 
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of such underhand ideological  It would mean leaving 
the front of defending  that  front of Marxism-Leninism, 
at precisely a very important juncture in the struggle against mo
dern revisionism. It was not just by chance that a frontal attack 
against Marxism-Leninism was launched in the  of the worst kind 
of slanders against Stalin at the 2oth Congress of the  

We three undersigning organizations commit ourselves to explaining, 
propagating and applying, as extensively as possible, in our own 
sphere of work Stalin's entire work, especially his basic teachings 
which we have emphasized in the coming chapters  We wish 
to stress that these teachings of Stalin are of great importance, 
particularly  in the struggle against Krushchovite re
visionism and other deviations derived from it in the present-day 
world communist movement. It is important to stress these teachings 
and use them as a strong weapon precisely today in the  
against revisionism of all hues. 
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ted in the era of imperialism, as asserted by the apologists of 
the bourgeoisie. 

Marx and Engels said: In the era of  capitalism" because 
of the class contradiction between the proletariat and the 

 particularly in Western Europe and North  was 
divided into: 

"two great hostile  into two great classes directly facing 
each other: Bourgeoisie and  

 of the Communist Party", 1 948, Coll. 
Works 6,  

This class antagonism is extended in the era of  parasitic  
and moribund capitalism  Now the two great camps confront each 
other on a  scale  Imperialism and the proletarian 
tion, more   the world front of the international coun
terrevolution  led by the imperialist bourgeoisie on the one 
side, and the world front  the world proletarian revolution with 
the international proletariat at its head on the other side. 

 This world-wide contradiction between revolution and counter-re-
8 volution, as contained in   of  this 
8  class struggle must be made into the cardinal point 
 of any  analysis. Not doing this means abandoning 
 the path of  

This most  contradiction includes within the camp of 
the world proletarian revolution not only the proletariat and his 
allies in the developed capitalist countries, but also the proleta
riat and the oppressed peoples in the semi-feudal and semi-colonial 
countries. 

With the victory of the Great Socialist October Revolution, the 
most fundamental class contradiction, existing originally only 
in the imperialist  received an a d d i t i o n a l 
station, documented by the emergence of the first socialist state. 

The world  divided into two "worlds"  Now there  no longer 
only the world of exploitation and oppression of the labouring peo
ple, but also the world of abolishing and removing exploitation, 
the world of  dictatorship of the proletariat and of socialism. 
The front of the world proletarian revolution was enriched by 
another special section, by a shock troop in the form of the country  
of the dictatorship of the proletariat. 

These statements have the  of  About the 
division of the  into two  camps. Stalin said  

"Who will win  That is  essence of the  are 
there two poles  Because there is no longer a single, all-em
bracing capitalism in the world. Because the world  split in
to two camps - the capitalist  headed by Anglo-American 
capital, and the socialist camp, headed by the Soviet Union." 
(Stalin, "The Results of the Work of the Fourteenth Conference 
 the  1925, Works 7,  

At the same time, as a peculiarity, he emphasized that today there 
already exist  worlds  
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"The October Revolution is not merely  revolution  the 
national  but, primarily, a revolution of an 
nal world  for it signifies a radical turn in the world 
history of mankind from the old to the  

 International Character of the October  
1927, Works 1o,  

The Krushchovite  threw to the winds these fundamental 
statements about our era, about the forces of the world proletarian 

 the  of a socialist  that  of 
socialist countries. They falsified  definition of our era 
and spoke about the present-day era as an  of "peaceful 
stence" and so on.  general attack against Leninism under the 
pretext of "new conditions" was bound up with the general  
against Stalin. Instead of taking as cardinal point the most 

 and the most extensive contradiction - the contradic
tion between the camp of the world proletarian revolution and the 
camp of imperialism - the Krushchovite  took as cardi
nal point a s p e c i f i c   between 
the imperialist countries and socialist  This  done in 
order to prevent and sabotage the revolution of the proletariat 
in the capitalist countries and the revolution of the oppressed 

 Instead  calling  an alliance and a common struggle, 
they demanded that these forces of the world proletarian revolution 
should wait  all problems with world imperialism are re
solved by means of  co-existence" and  

 

In the new  world  which has emerged in 
the struggle against Krushchovite revisionism, a new  has de
veloped and  This   thrown overboard  
definition of Leninism and constructed a new epoch, the "epoch of 
Mao  According to this trend the two fundamen
tal camps - the camp of world proletarian revolution and the camp 
of world  no longer represent the most decisive and 
the most extensive class antagonism. Instead, it declares  
of the forces of the world proletarian revolution, namely, the 
oppressed peoples of the colonies and semi-colonies to be  main 
force. Thus, it more or less openly condemns the proletariat of the 
imperialist countries to waiting. 

The present-day  have gone much   
They openly liquidate the revolution in the semi-colonial and semi-

 countries.  specifying the classes, they talk about 
the  of   and Latin America as being 
the "main  and openly call for class collaboration. 

Taking as pretext the fact that the former socialist countries have 
now  they drivel that the "socialist camp" has disinte
grated in order to represent as non-existent the socialist camp in 

 and  sense of  that  the camp of the world 
proletarian revolution. The  
ly negate all class antagonisms and are firm enemies of Leninism 
and  works. 

But even among the forces publicly struggling against the "Three-
 there are some who do not understand, or do not want 

to understand that the basic contradiction in the present era is 
that between the camp of the world proletarian revolution and the 
camp of world  By declaring the contradiction between 
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the proletariat and the bourgeoisie of the capitalist countries 
to be the main  or by declaring the contradiction 
between the world of   the country of socialism on 
the one hand and the world of  or the countries of im
perialism on the other hand to be the main  they 
directly contradict Leninism. Similarly, they do not emphasize 
and propagate above all the a l l i a n c e of the various sec
tions of the world proletarian revolution under the leadership 
of the international proletariat. Instead, they show a disparaging  
attitude towards the oppressed peoples of the colonies and semi- 
colonies  

With his  of Leninism, with his description and  
 planation of the division of the world into two  Comrade 

g Stalin gave the most fundamental point  departure for correct-
§  understanding the tasks of proletarian  and 
§ of class struggle in the era of imperialism. The main task be-
 fore us is to defend and apply to all problems of the world pro-
  revolution the ideas of  as set forth and 

 by Stalin, against all deviations from Marxism-Leninism. 

REVOLUTION CANNOT SUCCEED WITHOUT THE ALLIANCE OF THE PROLETARIAT 
OF THE DOMINANT NATIONS WITH THE PEOPLES OF THE OPPRESSED NATIONS 

One aim of the world proletarian revolution is  smash world im
perialism  That  why - under the hegemony of the world prole
tariat - the front of the revolutionary movements  all countries 
must be put in opposition to the front  world imperialism. Two  

 revolutionary sections exist  the imperialist  
world  the working class in the metropolitan countries on the 
one hand and the revolutionary liberation movements of the 
oppressed peoples on the other. These two sections are to be 

 

These teachings cannot be emphasized often enough in a period when 
the conception often prevails that preparing and carrying out the 
revolution in  own country is a sufficient contribution to
wards the world proletarian  There  a lot of people, 
for whom proletarian-internationalist solidarity is not necessary 
or only a part of their image-building. Their commitment to the 
necessity of forging an a l l i a n c e of the working class of 
the dominant nations  the peoples of the oppressed na
tions - which is necessary for the victory of the world revolution 
and the victory of the revolution in every single country - is at 
most a phrase for purposes of display  

Against this Stalin stressed as one of the basic guidelines of Le
ninism: 

"The victory of the working class in the developed countries 
and the liberation  the oppressed peoples from the yoke of 
imperialism are IMPOSSIBLE without the formation and 
tion of a common revolutionary front." 
(Stalin, "The Foundations of  in:  of 
Leninism", Peking 1976, p. 76) 

Stalin was not satisfied with merely propagating this alliance; 
he also repeatedly explained and described in his speeeches and 
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writings  to create this front. He explained what obstruc
tions  have to be cleared out  way in order to  
this international revolutionary front. 

The main idea of  and  view of proletarian in-
  consists in the  work of 
§ nists to educate the workers of all countries in the spirit of 
 internationalism. On the one hand, for the proletariat of the 

§ highly industrialized countries, Stalin demanded an irreconcila-
§  struggle against  
§ n i s   by the imperialists and  On the 
§ other hand, for the  of the colonies and 
 nies, he called for a struggle against narrow-minded 

 

In the case of work in the metropolitan countries, Stalin emphasi
zed the struggle against  "own" imperialism and the support 
of above all the liberation movements of those countries impo
verished by one's  

"The formation of a common revolutionary front is impossible un
less the proletariat of the oppressor nations renders direct 
and determined support to the liberation movement of the opp
ressed peoples against the imperialism of    

  nation can be  if it oppresses other  
 

  

 the undersigning  consider these teachings to be of 
ramount importance today in view of the wide-spread propaganda 
that the international revolutionary front is to be directed on
ly against one or two great imperialist powers  so-called 
"First World",  the so-called  and that the strug
gle   own imperialism plays only a subservient role. 

With regard to ideological  Stalin demanded: 

"Hence the necessity for a stubborn, continuous and determined 
struggle against the  CHAUVINISM of the 

 of the ruling nations (Britain, France, America, Italy, 
Japan,  who do not want to fight their imperialist 
ments, who do  to support the struggle of the oppressed 
peoples in  colonies for emancipation from  
for secession."  

In this struggle it is important to combat the feelings of   
ty, often  and which have been fomented by the imperialists 
and the social chauvinists against the workers and other  
people from the semi-colonial and semi-feudal countries, or from 
the countries dependent upon  Only then is it possible 
to genuinely carry out the policy of uniting the workers of all 
countries  

Concerning the internationalist tasks of the proletariat of the 
 Stalin   

"Hence the necessity of fighting against the NATIONAL 
NISM, NARROW-MINDEDNESS AND ALOOFNESS of  Socialists in the 
oppressed countries, who do not want to rise above their natio
nal parochialism and who do not understand the connection 
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ween the liberation movement in their own countries and the 
letarian movement in the    

In this struggle it is important to d e m o l i s h the   
often  of the oppressed peoples towards the proleta
riat of the imperialist countries which has been purposely created 
by the imperialists and the nationalist forces in the oppressed 

 order to prevent the class solidarity of the workers 
of  countries.  such a struggle the 

 politics of the proletariat of the oppressed nations 
would be  

Today, the revisionists and opportunists often sabotage the alliance 
between the oppressed  and the proletariat of the dominant 
nations also in a theoretically embellished form - that  by 
attempting to lay down in advance the sequence of the world  
lution. Typical for the European countries is the relatively wide
spread chauvinist view that allegedly the centre of world revolu
tion lies in Europe. The revolution would inevitably break out 
where industry is most developed and the proletariat is in the ma

 Complementary to this is also the view that the revolution 
must  win victory in the countries of   and Latin 

  basically where industry is least   
it can spread to the metropolitan countries. 

Both views have in common  They make the possibility of   
tion depend upon the extent of development of the productive for
ces of various  they condemn respectively one section  
of the forces of world revolution to  

A strong weapon against these opportunist  sabotaging the 
common international struggle, is to be found in  views  
Basing himself on the Leninist theory  proletarian revolution, 
Stalin emphasized in his works that the system of world imperia 
lism as a whole has matured for revolution  the proleta 
rian revolution is above all  result of the development of  

contradictions in the world  of imperialism. In his work 
"The Foundations of Leninism", Stalin raised the question  

"Where will the chain break in the near future  Again, where 
it is weakest. It is not precluded that the chain may break,say, 
in  is also quite possible that the chain will break 
in   p.  

 Precisely this possibility, described by Stalin, of the chain 
 of world imperialism breaking e i t h e r in a highly 
 strialized country  in an economically undeveloped country 
 demands that the working class in every country should always 
 work at preparing the revolution. 

 inestimable importance of  theory of Socialist re
volution lies not only in the fact that it has enriched Marxism 
with a new theory and has advanced Marxism, but also in the 
fact that it opens up a revolutionary perspective for the prole
tarians of separate  
("History of the  - Short Course", Moscow  Red 
Star Press Reprint London, 1976, p.  
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STALIN'S TEACHINGS ABOUT CLASS STRUGGLE UNDER THE DICTATORSHIP OF 
THE PROLETARIAT ARE A SHARP WEAPON IN THE STRUGGLE AGAINST 
NISM OF ALL SHADES 

Stalin   and developed Leninism particularly in 
the essential issues of establishing and consolidating the dic
tatorship of the proletariat as an instrument of proletarian re

 for the entire historical era of the transition from 
capitalism to communism. 

  work  consolidating the dictatorship of 
 the proletariat and building socialism in the Soviet Union has 
g always been a thorn in the eye of international reaction and 
 its bourgeois and opportunist ideologues. 

One of the most common slanders against Stalin, rehashed time and 
again, is representing him to be a narrow  who wanted 
to subordinate the entire international working class movement to 
purely "Russian interests", who wanted to transform the inter
national working class movement into an appendage of this. 

  struggle in  of  theory concerning 
the possibility and necessity of building socialism at  in 
one    the Soviet  is demagogically utilized 
to make this  This struggle was waged by Stalin to  
the views of the Trotskyites and other opportunists who 
ted an "inevitable degeneration" and thus capitulated in  of 
internal and external enemies. 

  the undersigning  consider it an essential 
 task to defend the spirit of internationalism in Stalin's entire 

§ work against these and similar attacks. This internationalist 
 spirit is expressed particularly  the masterly treatment of 
 the question of the international character of class  

8 on the one hand and carrying it out in the national form in 
all phases of socialist construction on the other. 

Thereby Stalin was always guided by the fundamental conception of 
Marxism-Leninism  the class  of the  under the  
dictatorship of the proletariat against its internal  is  
part of the  of the international proletariat against  
world imperialism and serves the common aim of the victory of the  
world proletarian revolution. 

Stalin  

"The revolution which has been victorious in one country must 
regard itself not as a  entity, but as an aid, 
as a means for hastening the victory of the proletariat in other 

   37) 

Struggling against the revisionist views of the "dying out of 
class struggle" under the dictatorship of the proletariat, for in
stance, against  slogan of the "growth of the bourgeoi
sie into socialism", Stalin defended the validity of the Marxist 
theory of class struggle for the dictatorship of the proletariat. 
He emphasized that the dictatorship of the proletariat can  re
tained and consolidated only in an irreconcilable class struggle 
against the bourgeoisie as a class and, after its elimination, 
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against all bourgeois elements. Weakening or even   
class struggle inevitably leads to the elimination of the  
ship of the proletariat. 

"Until  we Marxist-Leninists were of the opinion that 
ween the capitalists of town and country, on the  and 
the working class, on the other hand, there is an  
antagonism of interests. That is  the Marxist theory of the 
class struggle rests on. But now, according to  theo
ry of the  peaceful growth into socialism, all 
this is turned upside down, the  antagonism of 
class interests between the exploiters and the exploited dis
appears, the exploiters grow into socialism." 

 "The Right Deviation in the  Works 
 

It was because of   of irreconcilable class struggle 
that socialist relations  production were successfully  
lished in the Soviet Union  town and  in his 
"Report on the Draft Constitution of the U.S.S.R.", Stalin could 
state  

"Thus the complete victory of the   in all sphe
res of the national economy is now a  Thus all the exploi
ting classes have been eliminated." 
(Stalin, "On the Draft Constitution of the  1936, 
Works 14,  

This immense success of the proletarian revolution in the Soviet 
Union, i.e., the elimination of the exploiters as classes and 
with that the elimination of the exploitation of man by man as 

 essential task on the path towards  classless society led 
within the  to the re-emergence of the old opportunist 
slogans of the weakening of class struggle and the liquidation of 
the dictatorship of the proletariat. 

As opposed to this, Stalin unmistakably declared that even under 
the new conditions of the essentially socialist relations of pro
duction "the regime of the dictatorship of the working  
must be preserved (ibid    

 Till today, one of the main issues  the struggle against re-
§   the issue of continuing class struggle and the dic-
g tatorship of the proletariat even after establishing socia-
§ list relations of production, after eliminating the bourgeoisie 
 and other exploiters as a class. 

In the struggle against Stalin, the Krushchovite revisionists only 
revived once again the assertions of the anti-Leninist groups which 
had once been smashed within the  namely, with the 
smashing of the bourgeoisie as a class class struggle dies out 
and the dictatorship of the proletariat becomes superfluous. 

However, in the course of the struggle against Krushchovite revi
sionism, "anti-revisionist" varieties of this view emerged within 
the world communist movement. This view asserts that the bourgeoi
sie as a class  be eliminated and continues to exist. 

 would be the  why class struggle must be con
tinued. 
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Both these views obviously have a  theoretical source: The 
continuation of class struggle is made dependent on the existence 
of the bourgeoisie as a class. 

Both these views have nothing in common with  teachings 
and the Marxist-Leninist theory of class struggle. Stalin had 
clearly stressed that, even after the elimination of the exploi
ters as a class, class struggle  only continues, but also in
evitably  as a necessary consequence of the advance  
of the proletariat. 

 must smash and cast aside the rotten theory that with every 
advance we make the class struggle here must  the more 
successes we achieve  will the class enemy  

This is not only a rotten theory but a  one, for it 
lulls our people, leads  into a trap, and enables the 
class enemy to recuperate for the struggle against the Soviet 
government. 

On the contrary, the further forward we advance, the greater 
the successes we achieve, the greater will be the fury of the 
REMNANTS of the defeated exploiting classes, the more ready 
will they  to resort to sharper forms of struggle, the more 
will they seek to harm the Soviet  and the more will 
they clutch at the most desperate means of struggle as the last 
resort of the  
(Stalin, "Defects In Party Work and Measures For Liquidating 
Trotskyite and Other Double Dealers",  Works   

In the struggle against the  and their class-
conciliatory course, Stalin once again penetratingly stressed af
ter the Second World War  

"Nobody will deny the depth and the fundamental nature of 
the socialist  which has taken place in the 
Soviet Union after the October revolution. This, however, 
has not led the C.P.S.U. to the conclusion that the class 
struggle in our country has been declining, that there has 
been no danger concerning a strengthening of the capita
list elements." 
("Letter of the CC of CP of the Soviet Union to the CC of 
CP of Jugoslavia, May  quoted in "The Struggle of J. 
W.Stalin and the  against Titoite  
"Theory and Practice of    
published by the Marxist-Leninist Study Circle of the  
Translated from the German edition) 

Against all attacks against Stalin, asserting that he accepted 
the dying out of class  it is of great importance to de
fend precisely these teachings of his about continuing and sharpe
ning the class struggle after the liquidation of the exploiters as" 
a  attacks are often launched under the label of 

 Amongst these attacks some stereotype reproa
ches also find a place: Stalin neglected the struggle on the 
ideological  He ignored "class struggle in the superstruc
ture" and had a careless attitude towards the masses and under
estimated the role of the masses. 

The study   work shows the opposite  

Stalin stressed that after the establishment of the socialist re
lations of production, the  on the  front be-
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comes one important front of class struggle. Thereby he proceeded 
from the fundamental position of the sharpening of class  
even after the liquidation of the exploiters as a class, and also 
took into consideration precisely the danger of the degeneration 
of the dictatorship of the proletariat. He drew attention to the 
survivals of capitalism in the  of the people and 
to the dangers arising from capitalist  

 less can we say that we have overcome the survivals of 
capitalism in the minds of people. We cannot say that, not only 
because in development the minds of people lag behind their 
economic position, but also because the capitalist encirclement 
still exists, which endeavours to revive and sustain the 
vivals of capitalism in the economic life and in the minds of 
the people of the U.S.S.R., and against which we Bolsheviks 
must always keep our powder  
(Stalin, "Report To the Seventeenth Party Congress. On the Work 
of the Central Committee of the C.P.S.U.  1 934,  13, 

 

For Stalin, one of the essential  to be invulnerable to 
unexpected events and against the degeneration of the proletariat, 
lay in the mobilization and in the  of the  pre
cisely against revisionist  In this  it is im
portant to evaluate   entire work, precisely 
in relation to the current problems of the ideological struggle 
centred around the fundamental issue of how to prevent the dege
neration of the dictatorship of the  

Stalin fought against both a liberalistic  of mis
 as  as against bureaucracy as being "one  the most 

serious obstacles, if not the most serious of all"  Vul
garizing the Slogan of  1928, Works   In 
the fight against both these  of revisionist  
Stalin propagated the mobilization of the broad masses to control 
the work of the cadres and to secure the  the prole
tariat. 

"When  together with the dozen or so leading comrades, hundreds 
of thousands  millions of workers are on the watch to 
tect shortcomings in our work, disclosing our errors, throwing 
themselves into the  work of construction and  
ways of improving it. Here there is a greater guarantee that 
there  be no surprises, that  features will be 
noted promptly and prompt measures taken to eliminate them." 
(Stalin, "The Work of the April Joint Plenum of the Central Com
mittee and Central Control  1928, Works   

"With  the more persistence must we rouse  vast masses of 
the workers and peasants to the task of criticism from below, 
as the principal   
(Stalin, "Against Vulgarizing the Slogan   
Works  p. 138) 

Often the reproach that Stalin disregarded the role of the masses 
is accompanied by an attack against Stalin's theory and practice 
of class struggle in socialism. It is alleged that Stalin, instead 
of carrying on class struggle, simply let his ideological and po
litical opponents be liquidated. In reality, such a view, whether 
in the form of a criticism or in the form of a recognition of a 
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"consequent  derives its inspirations from the fairy tales 
of bourgeois atrocity stories. 

 struggle against the  the Bucharins, the 
 and other anti-Leninist groups has nothing in common with 

such conceptions. 

? A11 these groups were first ideologically defeated in the Party 
before organizational measures were  and before they had 

2 to  be   the Party according to the principles 
 of inner-Party democracy  democratic centralism, because 
 they continued to adhere to their anti-Leninist line. 

They were put to trial only  it was  that these 
groups had gone over to organizing the  of the Soviet Un

 and only  it was proved that they had gone into a 
collaboration with the  They were given the possibi
lity of defence and were then sentenced according to the laws of 
the  state by means of proofs and documents made acce
ssible  the proletariat of the Soviet Union and to the entire 
international  

The question can scarcely be answered to what extent these tea
chings of Stalin were carried out in practice by the Soviet govern
ment  the Krushchovite revisionists came to  

However, in our opinion, the reason  the growth of revisionism, 
    death lies in the insufficient propaganda 
g and application of his basic teachings about the dictatorship 
 of the proletariat  about the Party, the role of the cadres and 
 the masses etc., and not in his theory and line   
 
g In order to really understand the causes of the degeneration of 
g the socialist Soviet Union into an imperialist country in a Mar-
g xist-Leninist way and in order to oneself be able to propagate a 
g correct line for the dictatorship of the proletariat and the 
g ding of socialism, one of the  
g t e s is to study thoroughly and entirely Stalin's teachings 
o about the  of the proletariat as the continuation 
 of the class struggle and the realization of the hegemony of 
 the proletariat in all forms and in all areas. 
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BUILD THE PARTY OF THE NEW TYPE BY LEARNING FROM STALIN 

As continuator of    advanced  
t e a c h i n g s about the Party and left behind a 
nary heritage which cannot be over-estimated at all. We, the un

 sides, emphasize that a large number of  weak
nesses and faults, becoming evident today in the activity of the 
Marxist-Leninist parties and  as well as in the en
tire international Marxist-Leninist  can be traced back 
to a d i s r e g a r d , or a very inadequate regard for these 
teachings. 

Concerning the issue of the Party of a new type, the Bolshevist 
Party, we find the following teachings of Stalin to  of great 
importance  

 In his writing "Dialectical and Historical  Sta
lin taught that 

"the bond between science and practical activity, between theo
ry and practice, their unity  should be the guiding star of 
the party of the  

 and Historical  "History of the  
  1 938,  

Proceeding from and applying this basic principle, Stalin said 
that the creation, the building and consolidation of a Bolshevist 
Party is not a single act, but a protracted process of struggle 
and development. In this process  is particularly important 
to distinguish between two basic periods. 

Fistly, the period of f o r m a t i o n , the actual creation   
the Party  

"In this period the Party focussed its attention and care upon 
the Party itself, upon its own existence and  At 
this stage it regarded itself as a kind of  
force." (Stalin, "The Party Before and After Taking  

 Works 5,  

In this period, the fundamental task consists in winning for the 
party the best, the most active forces of the working class, most 
dedicated to the cause of the proletariat and it consists in 
educating and organizing the  

 In this period, the appropriation of the revolutionary theory, 
o  working out of the correct line and a principled  
 and tactics naturally stand in the forefront and constitute 
 the most d e c i s i v e aspect - all the while waging a 
 consequent struggle against all  of opportunism 
 and revisionism, particularly w i   own ranks. 

Without recognizing and following this, accomplishing the tasks 
of the first period is an  from the beginning. 

Connecting scientific work with practice is in the first instance 
related to the practice of building the Party. But it is also re
lated to the practice of mass  As Stalin  in mass 
work we have to take  as the main form of work  without 
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excluding  and action amongst the masses and with the 
masses. 

By consolidating the party and work among the  we shall 
finally s t e p by s t e p pass to the second phase of party  

  This is the phase of winning the vast masses for the 
 which now already directly incorporates the proletarian 

 

 this period the Party was by no means as weak as it was 
in the preceding  as a driving   became a most im
portant  It could now no longer be a  
force, for its existence and development were now definitely 
assured; it changed from a  force  an in
strument" for winning the masses of the workers and peasants, 
into an instrument for leading the masses in overthrowing the 
rule of  

 p.  

"The Party now no longer focussed its attention upon itself, 
but upon the vast masses of the  

If we do not make a clear distinction between both these basic 
phases in party building, if we do not grasp that the tasks of 
the first period constitute an i n d e p e n d e n t complex of 
tasks, and if we do not accomplish these tasks consciously  

 then the attempt to win the vast   the par
ty can only end either in a miserable fiasco, or in a further 
extension of the existing opportunist quagmire by yet one more 
area. 

 Stalin repeatedly criticized the negative attitude towards 
criticism and  

"I know that there are people in the ranks of the Party who have 
no fondness for criticism in general, and for  in 
particular. Those people, whom I might call  Commu
nists   every now and then grumble and shrug their 
shoulders at  as much  to say  Again this 
accursed  again this raking out of our short
comings - can't we be allowed to live in peace  Obviously, 
those  Communists are complete  to the 
spirit of our Party, to the spirit of Bolshevism. Well, in 
view of the existence of  sentiments among those people 
who greet  with anything but  it  
permissible to ask: Do we need   where does it 

 from, and what is its value  
I think, comrades, that self-criticism is as necessary to us 
as air or water. I think that without it, without self-criti
cism, our Party could not make any headway, could not 
our ulcers,  not eliminate our  And short
comings we have in  That must be admitted frankly and 

 

The slogan of  cannot be regarded as a new one. 
It lies at the very foundation of the Bolshevik Party." 
(Stalin, "The Work of the April Joint Plenum of the Central 
Committee and Central Control Commission", 1928, Works  

 

Stalin taught that the phrase,  Party is always right", or 
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 Party does not make any mistakes", originally used by Trotsky, 
and propagated today by some forces considering themselves to be 

 is anti-Leninist and wrong in  

"The Party, Trotsky  makes ho mistakes. That is wrong. The 
Party not infrequently  mistakes. Ilyich taught us to  
the Party, on the basis of its own mistakes, how to exercise 
correct leadership. If the Party made no mistakes there would be 
nothing from which to teach it. It  our task to detect these 

 to lay bare their roots and to show the Party and the 
working class how we came to make them and how we should avoid 
repeating them in future. The development of the Party would be 
impossible without this. The development of Party leaders and 
cadres would be impossible without this, for they are developed 
and trained in the struggle to combat and overcome their mistakes." 
(Stalin, "Thirteenth  of the  1924, Works 6, 

 

For Stalin, constant and systematic open criticism and self-criti 
cism on all levels and in all  of work was always a central 
and indispensible part of the   He did all 
he could to  encourage and to commit the Communists and 
the masses in this direction. 

"A party which hides the truth from the people, which fears the 
light and   is not a  but a clique of impos
tors  whose doom is  
Only parties which are departing into the past and whose doom is 
sealed  fear the light and fear criticism. We fear neither the 
one nor the other." 
(Stalin, "The Results of the Work  the Fourteenth Conference 
of the  1 925 , Works 7,   

 the undersigning sides, think  is unquestionable that Sta-
  forceful teachings concerning Leninist criticism and 

o criticism have been most grossly neglected for a long time in 
 our own ranks as well as in the entire Marxist-Leninist movement. 
 In part, they are unpardonably neglected even now. 

For this reason we find it urgently necessary to recall these tea
 to revive and to apply them on the broadest basis within 

our own organizations as well as in our external relations. 

Stalin has taught that  and inner-Party  
against enemies who have to be cleared out, cannot be separated 
from one another, but have to be set in a correct relationship to 
one another.  a correct relationship between the 
ideological struggle within the Party and respectiv   
measures - according to the  accompanying it  
is of great importance. Although the ideological struggle, the 
education of the Party members, criticism and  do 

 always have to be accompanied by respective  
measures (however at all events, when inner-Party struggle against 
enemies is on the   as Stalin made repeatedly 
clear in both word and deed, every   operation  
must take  only on the basis of conducting and identifying  
the ideological struggle and on the basis of the widest possible 
use of criticism and  
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Stalin clearly wrote  

 am emphatically opposed to the policy of kicking out all  
dissenting comrades. I am opposed to such a policy not because 
I am sorry for the dissenters, but because such a policy gives 
rise in the Party to a regime of intimidation, a regime of 

 which kills the spirit of  and initia
 

(Stalin, "A Letter to Comrade   Works 7,  

Further  he said: 

 disavow Trotsky and his supporters, we Russian Bolsheviks 
carried out an intense campaign based on an explanation of prin
ciples  support of the  of Bolshevism as against 
the foundations of Trotskyism, although, considering the 
strength and prestige of the Central Committee of the  
we could have dispensed with such a campaign. Was that campaign 
needed? Certainly it was, for by means of it we educated hun
dreds of thousands of new Party members (and also people who 
are not Party members) in the spirit of Bolshevism. It is very 
sad that our German comrades do not feel it necessary that re
pressive measures against the opposition should be preceded or 
supplemented by a wide campaign based on an explanation of 
ciples, and are thus hindering the education of the Party 
members and Party cadres in the spirit of Bolshevism". 
(Ibid,  

 If we do not apply this teaching from Stalin's theory and prac-
g tice, the ideological struggle either runs the risk of getting 
 bogged  verbal campaigns which are not binding in any  

o or administrative methods displace and replace the ideological 
o struggle.  precisely the  method brings  
 the danger that conscious Bolshevist discipline is replaced by 

o a blind barrack- room discipline. It brings on the danger that 
o democratic centralism is replaced by  and finally 
o that the dictatorship of the proletariat degenerates into a 

  

Stalin's teachings about inner-Party struggle, which became parti
 current after the Krushchovite degeneration of the  

were hardly evaluated and applied in the struggle against modern 
revisionism, as we three undersigning organizations must 
critically admit. Among other things, this  facilita
ted the revisionist degeneration of the  of  For the 
present-day international Marxist-Leninist movement, too, the 
sence of such an evaluation and application presents grave  

The false,  thesis of the alleged law regarding the 
existence   of "two lines in the Party" directly contra
dicts and is opposed to Stalin's teachings. The same is also true 
of the conception that in a genuine Marxist-Leninist Party the 

 of two lines is from the beginning inconceivable and 
 

As Stalin set forth, the monolithic unity of the Party is not an 
 which is inborn and which it possesses once and 
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for all. Rather, it is the  o a 1 and result of an unceasing 
daily  primarily of. ideological  How
ever, if necessary, organizational measures have also be taken 
to stop the activities of enemies and to purge oneself of vaci
llating forces. This struggle is waged to prevent errors and de
viations, occurring at first in an isolated way, from developing 
into a system of errors or even into a particular line which is 
opposed to Marxism-Leninism, to prevent the final degeneration of 
the entire Party, its falling into the hands of the enemies. 

Stalin always taught that whenever the Party allows itself to be 
carried away by successes and becomes arrogant  whenever it ne
glects criticism and   whenever it underestimates  
the danger  revisionist degeneration of its cadres and ceases  
to wage a systematic struggle against this, it will soon cease to  
be a Marxist-Leninist Party. 

For Stalin, the danger that the  errors are not corrected 
in time and can gain ground, the danger of revisionist degenera
tion of the cadres and finally of the entire Party, were dangers 
that were never wholly  and existed not only in critical 
phases, but were ever present, particularly in times of great 
successes and triumphs of the Party. That  why he untiringly 
struggled against those who "became dizzy with success", who 
believed that they  longer needed  and  
who considered the danger of degeneration  eliminated for
ever, who became complacent and  

 teachings about the Party have been brilliantly summed 
up in the "Short Course" of the "History of the  
written under his personal guidance: 

 The history of the Party teaches us, first of all, that the 
victory of the proletarian revolution, the victory of the dic
tatorship of the proletariat, is impossible without a revolu
tionary party of the proletariat, a party free from opportunism, 
irreconcilable towards compromisers and  and revo
lutionary in its attitude towards the bourgeoisie and its 
state  

2. The history of the Party further teaches us that a party of 
the working class cannot perform the role of leader of its 
class, cannot perform the role of organizer and leader of the 
proletarian revolution, unless it has mastered the advanced  
theory of the working-class  the  

 
Only a party which has mastered the Marxist-Leninist theory 
can confidently advance and lead the working class forward. 
On the other hand, a party which has not mastered the Marxist-
Leninist theory is compelled to grope  way, loses confi
dence in its actions and is unable to lead the working class 

 

3. The history of the Party further teaches us that unless 
the  parties which are active within the ranks 
of the working class and which push the backward sections of 
the working class into the arms of the  thus 
splitting the unity of the working class, are  the 
victory of the proletarian revolution is  
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 The history of the Party further teaches us that unless 
the Party of the working class wages an uncompromising struggle  

 the opportunists within its own  unless it 
smashes the  in its own midst, it cannot preserve 
unity and discipline within its ranks, it cannot perform its 
role of organizer and leader of the proletarian revolution, 
nor its  as the builder of the new,Socialist  

5. The history of the Party further teaches us that a party 
cannot perform its role as leader of the working class if, 
carried away by success, it begins to grow conceited, ceases 
to observe the defects in its work, and  to   
its mistakes and  and honestly to correct them in good 
time. 

A party is invincible if it does not fear criticism and self-
criticism, if it does not gloss over the mistakes and defects 
in its work, if it teaches and educates its cadres by drawing 
the lessons from the mistakes in Party work, and if it knows 
how to correct its mistakes  time. 

A party perishes if it conceals its mistakes, if it glosses 
over sore problems, if it covers up its shortcomings by pre
tending that all is well, if it is intolerant of criticism and 

 if it gives way to   
glory and if it  on its  

 Lastly, the history of the Party teaches us that unless it  
has wide connections with the masses, unless it constantly 
strengthens these  unless it knows how to hearken 
to the voice of the masses and understand their urgent needs, 
unless it is prepared not only to teach the masses, but to 
learn from the masses, a party of the working class cannot 
be a real mass party capable of leading the working class 
millions and all the labouring   
 "History of the  1938,  

Moscow  Red Star Press Reprint, London,  

 We undersigning  see in this succint summing up the 
 concentrate of  and  teachings about the Marxist-

8 Leninist Party. Precisely in today's situation it is  
8 essential to study these teachings deeply, to propagate them 
 and make them the base for our own practice. 

THERE WILL BE NO UNITY IN THE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE PARTIES OF THE 
WORLD COMMUNIST MOVEMENT WITHOUT APPLYING LENIN'S AND  
METHODS 

After Stalin's death, but particularly since the Meetings of  
and 196o, where the "principles guiding relations among fraternal 
parties" were decided under the influence of Krushchovite revisio
nism, a widespread negative attitude towards direct and public  
ticism has been established. Till today, in wide sections of the 
world communist movement an open and public debate about all 
the basic problems of the struggle against imperialism and 
tunism within the  parties is  
rejection is substantiated above all by the "principle of internal 

 precludes any public debate. It is also jus
tified as ostensibly being in the tradition of Lenin and Stalin. 
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The "principle of purely internal consultation" among fraternal 
§ parties can  be justified by the revolutionary methods of 

Marxism-Leninism.   Stalin as well as the Com
intern never adhered to such a principle. 

In the  about "Method" in his fundamental work "The Founda
tions of Leninism", Stalin himself defended open criticism and 

 as being an essential requirement of the Leninist 
method. He demanded that the fear of  should be 
"thrown "out" as it belongs to "the arsenal of the Second Interna
tional". (See Stalin Works 6,  

 Corresponding to the basic ideological  of criticism 
§ and  Stalin used the method of naming things by 
 their names and of public and open criticism of fraternal par-
 ties, whenever this was necessary in the interst of the common 
 cause of the proletariat. 

In  works we  a whole series of examples of open and 
public criticism of other Communist Parties. This proves that Sta
lin, too, continued the method which already had successfully been 
practised by Lenin. Stalin considered it his right and duty to 
criticize the mistakes of other   

For instance, the journal "Communist International" of  1926 
published Stalin's "Speech Delivered in the German Commission of 
the Sixth Enlarged Plenum of the   this speech, Stalin 
dealt with all  individuals etc who played a role in the 

 Party of Germany at that  and he  voiced  
opinion. (See for this Stalin Works 8,  

In his writing "Some Question Concerning the History of Bolshevism", 
Stalin  that the German Social Democrats and their left re

 Parvus and Luxemburg, took a stand on problems of 
the Russian revolution. However, Stalin was very far from stigmati
zing this to be an   a "break of principles". 
Rather, he justified their intervention and merely criticized that 
Rosa Luxemburg's and  criticism was wrong. (See for this 
Stalin Works 13,  

In 1926, Stalin's speech "The Fight Against Right and  
Deviations" was published in the  In this speech he dealt 
with the danger signified  the politics of the  for 
the revolution in Germany. He criticized here publicly and by name 
Ruth Fischer and Hansen.  Stalin Works 8   

 These examples, more of which could be cited, prove that in the 
 relations to other parties Stalin was guided in his practice by 

8 the fundamental principle of open criticism. If necessary, he 
 also made public criticism. 

While consequently applying this principle, also against opportu
nist views aiming at undermining it, Stalin defended the  
tal significance of criticism and  We wish to stress 
here particularly one argument which Stalin was confronted with. 
Today, too, this argument is used in the international communist 
movement in order to justify the "principle of consulting only in
ternally". This "argument" says that in the case of public and 
open criticism and  the enemy hears about the  

 Often this argument is carried to the extreme by means 
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a very crude reverse conclusion  Whoever criticizes openly and 
publicly, is allegedly  the  game". 

Such  argument has n o t h i n g to do with the method of 
ninism. Stalin replied to this  

"It would be  to fear  enemies, our internal and 
external enemies, might exploit the criticism of our shortco
mings and raise the shout: Ohoi All is not well with those Bol
sheviks  It would be strange if we Bolsheviks were to fear 
that. The strength  Bolshevism lies precisely in the fact 
that it  NOT AFRAID TO ADMIT ITS  

As for our enemies, let them rant about our shortcomings - such 
trifles cannot and should not disconcert  
(Stalin, "The Work of the April Joint Plenum of the Central 
Committee and Central Control    

  was clear  Stalin that the enemy could certainly derive a 
 certain  from mutual criticism and 

o ever, the question is   is the relationship  this advan-
o tage to the benefit  the advancement of the Marxist-
8 Leninists and the masses of the people   reply to this 
 is clear   relation to this benefit the harm is a  

Stalin consistently upheld open and public  within 
the   he also consistently upheld open and public 
criticism between Marxist-Leninist parties because there can be 
no advancement without such an open ideological debate. Without 
it, unity cannot be created or  

A necessary consequence of such an attitude was that Stalin was 
inimical towards any  of the relationship between  

 For him ideological content was  

In "The Foundations of Leninism", Stalin attacked the attitude of 
hushing up controversial issues, of creating an atmosphere as if 
everything were in order, of assiduously circumventing burning 
problems, of concealing and covering up problems. For him such 
attitudes belonged to the arsenal of the Second International and 
crassly contradicted  He mocked at the fact that, for the 
sake of keeping up appearances, controversial issues were dis
cussed  in a while, however, only in order to wind up with 
some sort of "elastic"  (cf. Stalin Works  6,  

 In our opinion, certain features of the  world 
o nist movement, too, actually  to the physiognomy of the 
 Second  Under the cover of the principle of "pure-

8  internal  there exists a widespread  
 public criticism and  which suppresses from the 

8 beginning any lively, mutually fruitful, critical and corrective 
 debate. Instead of public, mutual and  criticism, we 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

§ the very start without having  own standpoint and without 
8 entering into any   
 
 Stalin  against such views as being incompatible with the 
 tasks of a revolutionary Party. He urgently warned against 

often find mutual sycophancy in public and in joint  
 in which  most urgent  are left  or in which the 
 assessment of certain parties are considered obligatory from 
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  Parties breaking out into mutual praise and viewing their 
 relationship purely in a formal  

  become of our Parties if, when meeting   
say, we shut our eyes to individual mistakes committed by our 
Parties, content ourselves with parading our  harmo

 and  and become  to one another  I 
think that such parties could never become  
THEY WOULD NOT BE REVOLUTIONARY PARTIES, BUT  It seems 
to  that some German comrades are occasionally inclined to 
demand that we should become complete yesmen  the Central 
Committee of the  and are ready on their part to become 
complete yesmen to the Central Committee of the  I 
am emphatically opposed to this mutual  
(Stalin, "A Letter to Comrade Me-rt", 1925, Works 7,  

Stalin very vehemently opposed a  of the relations 
among parties and defended the principle of  and self-
criticism as an ideological prerequisite in order to really 
achieve united ideological and political views in  relations. 

 Stalin emphasized that in the relations among  
every party must work out  own standpoint and  test it in 
the debate. A  or even a "one-sided" concurrence is sui
ted to "mummies", as Stalin expressed it, but not to revolutio
nary parties. 

 
 In  work and  as  as the mode of relation 

g among parties is concerned, a central position is occupied by 
g open and, if necessary, by public and mutual criticism and 
g criticism of the parties. Precisely in today's situation, where 
g the task is to fully break with the influence of modern re-
g  we,the undersigning  consider this Le-
g ninist method, defended and applied in such a masterly way by 
g Stalin, to be a decisive touch-stone for seeing whether the 
g parties of the world communist movement really develop into re-
o revolutionary parties and remain revolutionary, or whether they 

 petrified into mummies. 

DID THE CLASSIC  DID STALIN NOT COMMIT ANY MISTAKES  

Like Lenin, Stalin, too, showed us how the Communists must exhalt 
the authority of their great teachers  really Marxist-Leni
nist way,  linking it with the capitalist ideolo
gy that "individuals make history", "science is the product of 
individual  and "without infallible authority  with
out great  for this authority there can be no progress" 
etc. 

 We think that all empty eulogies about the greatness of the 
 classic authors are worse than useless, because they actually 

 their real  because they 
 gate mainly the formalized ritual instead of the content. Such 
 outpourings contradict Marxism-Leninism as the science of the  

 

After Lenin's death, Stalin   try to propagate his au
thority by means of repetitive stereotyped empty words and ti-
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 or by simply enumerating facts from his life.  he 
set about comprehensively and  evaluating   
he set about propagating its content and defending it  this  

  entire work is characterized by this endeavour. Here 
we wish to draw attention to "The  of Leninism" and the 
"History of the  Shourt Course". 

 our task of comprehensively propagating the works of the 
ssic authors of Marxism-Leninism, and specially those of Comrade 

 these principles regarding approach are of tremendous 
 

In the struggle for defending Stalin, the Communists often meet 
with the argument  do you believe that Stalin did not make  
any mistakes  "Is it not permissible to criticize Stalin  

These questions, apparently so simple and justified, involve in re
ality  number of problems, which require a clear answer and 
which must therefore be examined more  

 Of course, it would be completely un-Marxist to think that a 
 comrade like Stalin,   decades in such a prominent po-
 sition  such a world-shaking  untiringly dealing the 
 enemy many blows on so many fronts of the class struggle, and 
 carefully educating comrades, could have committed n o 

8 takes  a 1 1  We must then at the same time make clear 
 that it is just as much true that Lenin,  and   

8 were also not infallible. We wish to make the point that in this 
8 respect we do not in principle see any distinction between 
8 Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin. 

8 
8 If we speak about Stalin's possible mistakes, then we must dis-
8 cuss in detail the problem of the possible mistakes of the  
 classic authors of Marxism-Leninism in general. 

The classic authors of Marxism-Leninism practised  
in their  whenever necessary, and also dealt with the works 
of their co-fighters in a spirit of   Thus Lenin 
named his mistakes in the trade union issue and in other issues. 
Stalin often gave evidence of the fact that he understood how to 

 and openly confess and correct his mistakes. 

Stalin reports, for instance, about certain vacillations before Le
nin's arrival in Russia in 1917, from which, however, no platform 
or any such thing emerged (See Stalin, Work 6,  Works 9, 

  made clear: "I have never concealed either my mis
takes or my momentary    

He devoted the foreword of the first volume of his works to the 
correction of his mistakes in the agrarian question and in the 
question regarding the pre-requisites for the victory of the so
cialist revolution. In "Concerning Questions of Leninism" and in 
other later works Stalin also corrected certain formulations in 
"The foundations of  for example, concerning the ques
tion of the complete and final victory of socialism. (See 
Stalin Works 8,  

This shows that the classic authors 
sidered themselves to be infallible 

of   con-
and naturally also never 
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   attitude towards themselves by others. 

On the other hand, one should not take it too easy in  matter of 
criticism. One should know what one is talking about. What already 
Lenin had said in relation to  fundamental writings, 
ly  every  be accepted with confidence, in the 
assurance that it has not been said at random but based on immense 
historical and political material  "The State", 1919, 
Coll. Works 29,  is also true of  works. 

That is why thoughtless critics of Stalin again and again will 
 only expose their own mistakes and  

Lenin wrote about such thoughtless critics  

"In my day I have seen an awful lot of HASTY CHARGES THAT ENGELS 
WAS AN OPPORTUNIST, and my attitude to them is supremely dis
trustful. Try, I say, and PROVE first that Engels was wrong    

 No. Engels was not infallible. Marx was not infallible. But 
if you want to point out   you have to set 
about it differently, really, quite differently. Otherwise you  
are   times  
(Lenin, "To Inessa  a letter to   she 
had charged Engels of opportunism in  question of general 

    

In his passionate defence of the great teachers of Communism, Lenin 
 not of the simple opinion   and Envels are   

thus any criticism is wrong from the very beginning. Rather, he 
made clear that any criticism against Marx and Engels must be seen 
in its  to the ideological class struggle, in  re
lationship to the slanders and unproved theoretical reproaches of 
the   

That is why it is fully correct to be "extremely mistrustful" right 
from the beginning towards the "critics" of the classic authors of 
Marxism-Leninism, to insist above all on  and to re
pudiate  unconsidered  unserious criticism as being  
times  

 If we are confronted with problems while studying the texts of 
 the classic authors of  then the only correct 
 attitude to take is to regard these problems firstly and 

8     problems, as problems of  own  of 
understanding and of niveau, and not necessarily as being the 
problems of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin. 

One could ask the question  Though some years had to pass after 
 death before Krushchov could carry out the  Congress 

of the  were not Stalin's mistakes also important points 
of. departure for the revisionist betrayal which followed. Are they 
no.t in so far of great   

This argument must be countered by the following fact  If anyone 
at all fought untiringly against the emerging revisionist trend  
the C.P.S.U. and in the world communist movement, then it was above  
all Stalin. 

To ignore this would mean to blur the class front  the revi
sionist betrayal and the possible mistakes of the great teachers 
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of  To put Stalin anywhere in the proximity of the revi-
 betrayers is an unprecedented  of history. Today, 

anyone can read the documents of the struggle against revisionist 
tendencies in the  in   and in 
"Problems of Linguistics" and convince himself that all 
Marxists representing Stalin to be a fore-runner of revisionism 
are completely wrong. These are slanders and slanders must be stig
matized and not discussed. 

 we think it fully legitimate to ask the question whe
ther Stalin should not have, particularly in his last years and 
works, stressed much more clearly, unambiguously and comprehensive
ly the sharpening class struggle and its laws and linked this up 
with his analyses in the struggle against Bucharin in the 193os. 
For, it  that after the creation of socialist rela
tions of production, after the victory over the Trotskyites and 

 after the victory in the anti-fascist war, his great 
teachings regarding  intensifying class struggle and the inner-
Party struggle, the danger of the revisionist degeneration in the  
C.P.S.U. were not understood in the way it would have been nece 
ssary in order to defeat Krushchovite revisionism. 

  the degeneration of  Soviet  obviously there  
is nothing very  about asking such a question, nor is it a 
matter of great pride. However, that one always knows better la
ter than sooner  does not alter the fact that such a question is 
justified - even though  up to a certain degree, objective factors 
must of course be taken into  

Slanders that Stalin denied the class struggle under the dictator
ship of the proletariat must be combated. The study   
works and the study of his "critics" show how much above his pseudo-
Marxist "critics" Stalin stands. For, in his entire work, he ana
lyzed  and in a deep-going way the historic and basic 
issue of continuing class struggle under the dictatorship of the 
proletariat, as well as the issue of the possible degeneration of 
cadres and the Party and the necessary struggle  these possi
bilities  

Stalin's Place Is In the Same Ranks As Marx,Engels, And Lenin 

Defending Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin, strengthening their 
authority in a Marxist-Leninist way, means defending the expe-

8  of the revolutionary  movement  the histo-
8  of the class struggle in general and strengthening the 

 of these lessons for   

We three undersigning organizations admit that in our own ranks we 
did not sufficiently emphasize the role of the classic authors 
and their works.  we did not attach the necessary sig
nificance to defending Stalin's works, as a result of which nume
rous mistakes were made. 

 We three undersigning organizations consider it to be our task to 
8 decisively repudiate and combat all direct and indirect attacks 
 against the  works in general and in particular 
 against Stalin's Marxist-Leninist works. This is one of the basic 
  on the path towards creating a principled Marxist-
 Leninist unity of the world Marxist-Leninist movement. 
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Repudiation of Slander 
Comrade  

 III. 

 Note 1 from  Evaluation of the Teaching 
and the Work of Mao  Part  
"ON MAO  OSTENSIBLE   

  PUBLISHED BY THE  
AND IMPERIALIST CHINA  

 Note 10 from "Criticism of the  of  
 OPPOSED THE ABSOLUTIZATION  THE ROLE 

OP THE PRODUCTIVE  

 Part II of the introduction to the brochure 
"The C.P. of China and the Chinese Revolution in 
the Documents of the Communist  
"THE COMINTERN ABOUT THE CAUSES  THE DEFEAT 
OF THE CHINESE REVOLUTION IN  
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PREFACE 

Our third document  MAO  OSTENSIBLE 
 CRITICISMS AGAINST  PUBLISHED BY THE TENG-HUA REVISIONISTS 
AND IMPERIALIST CHINA RESEARCHERS" is Note 1 from the  
Evaluation of the Teachings and the Work of Mao   
This is a Joint Statement  the Editorial Boards of Rote  
(Central Organ of the Marxist-Leninist Party of 
berliner Kommunist   building the  Party 
in West Berlin) and Gegen die  for  the 
Marxist-Leninist Party in West Germany) (GDS  
edition October  

This Note repudiates as being lies and slanders 
criticisms against  originating from Mao Tse-tung 

 exposes the imperialist and revisionist sources of 
these  is all the more important since  un
authorized sources are irresponsibly used  great  by 
some  when making their own tirades   the 
one hand  sources are uncritically  the other  
hardly ever Mao  positive articles concerning Stalin 
are mentioned or taken   a  

 of Mao  attitude towards Stalin. 

As a supplement to Slander nine in this  
  the  of the Productive  

we also include Note 10  OPPOSED THE ABSOLUTIZATION OP THE 
ROLE OP THE PRODUCTIVE  from "Criticism of the Revisionist 
Line of the Eleventh Congress of the C.P. of  a joint 
statement of the three   

Since a  common  
spread here in  Stalin and his line in the 
tern to be responsible  the  of the Chinese revolution 
in    proof of any  think it 
very relevant to  here  small Note   
TERN ABOUT THE DEFEAT OF THE CHINESE REVOLUTION IN  

 with the help of clear evidence and Marxist-Leninist 
 such a slander and draws a clear line of demarcation 

between the correct line of Stalin and   on the one 
hand and the  opportunistic line of the then  of the 
C.P. of China on     

This Note is Part II of the  to 
the brochure  C.P. of China and the Chinese Revolution in 
the Documents of the Communist   
Marxist-Leninist Study Circle of the  
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D 0 C   E N T   

Note 1 from: 

I 
 

 Evaluation of the 
 a n d the  of 

Mao  

PART I 

 towards  

t 
the  of  Tse-tung 
 On the Selected Works of Mao   1926-1937 
 Mao  Writings from 1950-1976 and the  

  

JOINT STATEMENT OF THE EDITORIAL BOARDS OF  
ROTE FAHNE  KOMMUNIST GEGEN DIE STROMUNG 

(Central Organ of the  (Organ for Building the Marxist- (Organ for Building tne 
 Party of Austria) Leninist Party of West-Berlin) Leninist Party of  

(pp. 208-230) 
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1. On Mao  Ostensible  Against Stalin", 
Published By the Teng-Hua-Revisionists and Imperialist China 

 

a) On the Sources of Mao  Ostensible "Criticisms 
 Stalin" 

On investigating whether and what 
criticisms Mao Tse-tung had against 
Stalin, we can very soon ascertain 
that there does not exist any 
rized criticism of content by Mao 

 against Stalin which was 
published during his  

In the sole authorized comment after 
the Twentieth Congress of   
 Mao  emphasized: 

 basic  and line during 
the period when Stalin was in 

 were  method that are 
used against enemies must not be 
used against   
(Quoted  Origin and Deve

 of Differences Between 
the Leadership of the  and 

 Foreign Languages 
Press, Peking 1963,  

However, at the same time he 
ed an analysis   mistakes, 
but did not go into this aspect in 
greater detail. He said: 

 outweighed his 
  that it was neces

sary to  a concrete  
and and all-round evaluation of 
 
(Ibid,  

In October 1956 Mao Tse-tung said: 

 deserves to be criticized, 
but we do not agree with the method 
of criticism, and there are some 
other matters we do not agree  
(Ibid,  

The  China published two pro
grammatic articles "On the Histori
cal Experiences of the Dictatorship 
of the  and the 
Second Comment in the  Con
cerning the General  titled 

 the Question of Stalin" of Sep
tember 13,1963, in which Stalin is 
criticized. Another criticism by the 

 China is to be found in "On 
 Phoney Communism and 

its Historical Lessons for the  
 - the Ninth Comment in the 

posal Concerning the General  

Otherwise there existed only isolated 
statements in   brochu
res published later,  

Naturally, Mao Tse-tung has a share 
in the  for these 
cuments, as well as for central Par
ty documents published later, in 
which Stalin is attacked.  
the fact that Mao Tse-tung himself 

 allowed the publication 
of his criticisms against Stalin, 
mentioned in 1956, is a very impor
tant fact  can have various  
sons. 

 See for this the criticism of 
the  II  the His
tory of the Struggle Against Modern 

 Joint Statement of the 
Editorial Boards of   

 Thus it is said in the  
of the Conference on Work in the Field 
of Literature and Art in the Army Con
vened By Comrade Chiang Ching on the 
Instructions of Comrade Lin Piao" 
from February 2 to 20,1966: 

 must destroy  faith in 
Chinese and foreign classical li
terature. Stalin was a great Mar

 His criticism of 
the modernist literature and art 
of the bourgeoisie was very sharp. 
But he uncritically took over what 

  and  
die   
Westberliner  
Gegen die  

are known as the classics of Rus 
sia and Europe and the   
ces were  The classical lite
rature and art of China and of 
Europe  Russia) and 
even American films have exerci
sed a considerable  on 
our. literary and art  and 
some people have regarded them as 
holy writ and accepted them in 
their entirety. We should draw a 
lesson from   
(Peking Review, June 2,1967, 
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It is possible that Mao Tse-tung, 
after repeated and more detailed 
studies, and in view of his deeper 
understanding of  revi
sionism, realized that his critic
isms against Stalin were wrong and 
superficial, even untenable! 

Naturally, this aspect is not cogent. 
It must be taken into  
that, in general, very few of Mao 

 writings and speeches 
were published after 194  

It is an established fact: 

FOOTNOTE from the last page 

The article of  and  
 on the first anniversary of 

the Circular of the Central Committee 
of the  China (May  
entitled "A Great Historic  
of May 18,1967 similarly contains a 
criticism against Stalin: 

"Stalin was a  
ist who actually cleared out a 
large number of 
tionary representatives of the 
bourgeoisie who had sneaked into 
the Party, including Trotsky, Zin-

   Bukharin, 
Rykov and  like. But where 
he failed was in not  
on the level of theory that 
ses and class struggle exist in 
society throughout the historical 
period of  dictatorship of the 
proletariat and that the question 
of who will win in the revolution 
has yet to be finally  in 
other words, if all this is not 
handled properly there is the 
sibility of a come-back by the 
bourgeoisie. The year before he 

 Stalin became aware of this 
point and stated that contradic
tions do exist in socialist soci
ety and if not properly handled 
might turn into antagonistic ones. 
Comrade Mao  has given 
full attention to the whole hist
orical experience of the Soviet 
Union. He has correctly  
this series of problems in a who
le number of important writings 

  in this great 
historic document and in the most 
significant practice of the pro
letarian cultural rev61ution per
sonally initiated and led by him. 
This is a most important sign in
dicating that Marxism  devel
oped to an entirely new stage. In 
the early years of the twentieth 
century, Marxism developed into 
the stage of  In the pre
sent era, it has developed fur
ther into the stage of Mao Tse-

tung's  
 Great Historical  

Foreign Languages  
 

Here the  of  propagated  
 Thought as a new stage of 

Marxism-Leninism which had been de
veloped as a result of Mao Tse-tung's 

 of alleged mistakes 
by  Here, in our opinion, 
literally everything is wrong. 

We have already taken a comprehen
sive stand on the questions touched 
upon in   For 
le in "Note  Remarks 
on Our   
of the   Revisionist 
Line in the Eleventh National Con

 in Part I of the Criticism 
of the  Few Vital Questions 
of the Development of the  Marx
ist-Leninist Movement and the Neces
sity of a Criticism of the Documents 
of the   Joint State
ment of the -Editorial Boards of 
te   

 die Stromung   
 Westberliner  

11,  die  and 
in "Defend Stalin - Learn from Sta

  die  

In the brochure "Commemorate the Vic
tory Over German  Carry the 
Struggle Against  
Through to  End" by Lu Jui-ching 
of  mistakes in "military quest
ions" are imputed to Stalin. However, 
nowhere in the  or  any 
other  China publication this 
criticism of  alleged mista
kes is exactly precised.  it 
is  stated: 

"Stalin committed certain mista
 including a number in mili

tary  
(Lu  the 
Victory Over German  Car
ry the Struggle Against 
rialism Through to the End", 
Peking    7) 
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O n l y a f t e r Mao    
t h e f i r s t   a g a i n s t 

 p u b l i s h e d   
 w e r e s u p p o s e d t o h a v e b e e n 

w r i t t e n b y Mao T s e - t u n g  

T h i s i s s o i n t h e c a s e o f t h e t e x t s 
"On t h e Ten Majo r  o f 
A p r i l 1956 ( p u b l i s h e d i n  V " 
o f t h e S e l e c t e d  
and " T a l k s a t a C o n f e r e n c e o f 
t a r i e s o f  M u n i c i p a l and 
Autonomous R e g i o n P a r t y  
o f J a n u a r y 1 9 5 7 ( p u b l i s h e d i n 
ume V " o f t h e S e l e c t e d 

 I n b o t h t h e s e t e x t s t h e r e a r e 
some e x t e n s i v e p a s s a g e s w h i c h d e a l 
w i t h t h e c r i t i c i s m o f S t a l i n . Two 

 w r i t i n g s o f  V " o f 
t h e S e l e c t e d Works c o n t a i n some b r i e f 

 T h e s e t w o w r i t i n g s a r e : 
" S t r e n g t h e n P a r t y U n i t y " o f A u g u s t 
1956 ("Volume  and 

 E x p e r i e n c e s i n Our  
H i s t o r y " o f S e p t e m b e r 1 9 5 6 ( " V o l 
ume  

I t must b e  t h a t t h e s e 
 b y t h e Teng-Hua 

 n o t a u t h o r i z e d . 

A s a g a i n s t  i n t h e S e l e c t e d 
 I t o I V t h e r e a r e many w r i t i n g s 

i n w h i c h Mao T s e - t u n g h a s c l e a r l y 
and p o s i t i v e l y p r o p a g a t e d S t a l i n ' s 
work and t h e e x p e r i e n c e s o f t h e S o 
v i e t Union anc n a s u r g e d  e n t i r e 
P a r t y t o l e a r n from  

The f a c t t h a t n o t a s i n g l e one o f 
Mao T s e - t u n g ' s p o s i t i v e a r t i c l e s o n 
S t a l i n a f t e r 1 9 4 9 , p u b l i s h e d i n t h e 
E n g l i s h j o u r n a l " P e o p l e ' s C h i n a " , 
was i n c l u d e d i n "Volume  ( n o t e v e n 
Mao  a d d r e s s a t  
d e a t h ) shows t h a t  Hua-Teng r e v i 
s i o n i s t s , b v means o f t h e s e l e c t i o n  

 p r e s e n t Mao T s e - t u n g ' s a t t i 
t u d e t o w a r d s S t a l i n i n a b i a s e d and 
f a l s i f y i n g manner . 

Wi th r e g a r d t o t h e  
b y Mao  c o m p i l e d and t r a n s 
l a t e d b y i m p e r i a l i s t r e s e a r c h e r s o n 
C h i n a and b y b o u r g e o i s j o u r n a l i s t s , 
t h e q u e s t i o n o f t h e s o u r c e s o f t h e s e  
t e x t s mus t u n c o n d i t i o n 

   E v e r y o n e mus t 
b e made a w a r e o f t h e s e  s o 
t h a t t h e y c a n j u d g e f o r t h e m s e l v e s 
t h e i r r e l i a b i l i t y . 

One o f t h e f i r s t c o m p i l a t i o n s o f 
t e x t s b y Mao T s e - t u n g , p u b l i s h e d b y 
t h e i m p e r i a l i s t  t h e "Mao 

 A n t h o l o g y and  
p u b l i s h e d b y Je rome  i n 1 9 7 0 i n 
New Y o r k ( p u b l i s h e d i n German 
u a g e i n  i n  The  

 c o n t a i n a major p a r t o f t h e 
t e x t s p u b l i s h e d o u t s i d e 
C h i n a d u r i n g t h e C u l t u r a l R e v o l u t i o n 
u p t o 1 9 7 0 a s t e x t s b y Mao T s e - t u n g . 
T h i s s e l e c t i o n o f t e x t s d o e s n o t c o n 
t a i n a n y c r i t i c i s m a g a i n s t  o f 
s u c h s i g n i f i c a n c e a s t o b e found i n 
c o m p i l a t i o n s  l a t e r . O n t h e 
c o n t r a r y , t h i s s e l e c t i o n c o n t a i n s 
Mao  s p e e c h e s a t S t a l i n ' s 
6 0 t h and 7 0 t h  i n w h i c h 
S t a l i n and h i s work were  
I n t h i s s e l e c t i o n many e x t r a c t s o f 
t e x t s b y Mao  a r e p u t t o g e 
t h e r w h i c h w e r e p u b l i s h e d a s Mao 

 s q u o t a t i o n s i n  
n a l s and n e w s p a p e r s o f t h e  
C h i n a d u r i n g t h e C u l t u r a l  

The c o m p i l a t i o n s o f t e x t s b r o u g h t 
o u t s i n c e 1 9 7 3 b y b o u r g e o i s r e s e a r 
c h e r s o n C h i n a c o n s i s t i n t h e m a i n , 
o r e v e n e x c l u s i v e l y , o f t r a n s l a t i o n s 
o f e x t r a c t s f rom two C h i n e s e  

s u p p o s e d l y c o m p i l e d and p u b l i s h e d 
b y Red G u a r d s i n 1967 and  
B o t h t h e s e c o l l e c t i o n s c a r r y t h e 

 L i v e Mao T s e - t u n g  
The f i r s t book o f 1967 i s 280 p a g e s 
i n l e n g t h . The s e c o n d book o f 1969 
h a s t h e  Mao 
t u n g i s t h e G r e a t e s t  
o f Our T i m e " and h a s 271  

  w i r   M o s -
  8 ; "Mao 

I n t e r n " , Hamburg  

T h e s e t w o C h i n e s e  a r e t h e mos t 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e c o m p i l a t i o n s o f Mao 

 u n a u t h o r i z e d t e x t s . The 
c o m p i l a t i o n s o f t e x t s p u b l i s h e d i n 

  w r i t i n g s  

 I d e n t i t y o f I n t e r e s t s B e t w e e n 
t h e S o v i e t Union and A l l M a n k i n d " , 
1 9 3 9 , SW  

 F r i e n d o f t h e C h i n e s e P e o p 
l e " , 1 9 3 9 , SW  

 T u r n i n g P o i n t i n Wor ld War I I " , 

1 9 4 2 , SW  
 C e l e b r a t i o n o f t he T w e n t y - F i f t h 

A n n i v e r s a r y o f t h e O c t o b e r R e v o l u t i o n " , 
1 9 4 2 , SW  

 F o r c e s o f t h e Wor ld -
U n i t e , F i g h t A g a i n s t I m p e r i a l i s t A g 

  SW  
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German language   edited by H. 
Martin, are a selection from both 
these  

In the foreword of   the 
following is said on the source of 
these two Chinese books:  

"The present selection of Mao 
texts after 194 9 is largely based 
on two books, compiled and 
shed in  in 1967  1969 by 
young activists of the Cultural 
Revolution. For whatever reasons, 
a slightly damaged copy (which is 
perhaps the  one known 
to exist) of both these Volumes 
was made available to Western spe
cialists on China in a photo-me
chanic reprint only in the second 
half of  i.e., about four 
years  the slackening 
of the Cultural  
("Mao   
translated from the Ger.ed.) 

The answer to the question who made 
available this legendary  
copy to the Western specialists is 
given  print in the epilogue 
t o "Mao  The  
source is the  of 
national Relations in  in 
the capital of Taiwan, which made 
both these collections of texts 
available "in a reprint in mid-sum
mer    

 

It is small wonder that imperialist 
China researchers accept such a sour
ce, and thereby in the last analysis 
the CIA as a reliable source. These 
texts with their extensive criticisms 
against Stalin were the sought for 
and finally found great happening for 
bourgeois journalists. With that 
they could nourish tneir anti-commu
nism and put forward all kinds of 
theories and assertions about Mao 

 attitude towards Stalin 
and the Soviet Union in Stalin's 
life-time. Immediately all notable 
bourgeois researchers on  were 
of the firm opinion that these texts 

   
originated from Mao Tse-tung and com
posed entire articles to remove doubts 
about the authenticity of these texts, 
even in the case of bourgeois 
ists. However, even they had to con
cede that these texts would not cor
respond to the originals by Mao 
tung. Some texts have various vers

ions, some are summaries and in other 
texts distortions are evident which 
can be established from the context 
etc. 

To sum up, though one can take a 
stand on these so-called "internal 
writings" of Mao Tse-tung, which 
bourgeois researchers on China have 
compiled, one must still   
events be fully clear on the question 
that it is not proved that these  
texts in the existing version are by 
Mao Tse-tung. Further, it must be 
clear that one should use these texts 
only by giving the original source, 
so that the  himself can form 
a judgement with regard to the 
bility of the source. It cannot be 
tolerated that texts which appeared 
in the  in the sixties and 
seventies, or texts, which bourgeois 
sinologists wish to recognize as Mao 
texts on the basis of their  
are used on par with Mao Tse-tung's  
authorized writings and speeches. 

In the following criticism of pas
sages in   of Mao  
Selected Works we are not so much 
concerned with gathering material 
against. Mao  We are 
ed with setting forth our attitude 
to these  because 
they, independent of whether they 
originate from Mao Tse-tung  
have an ideological  and 
therefore demand a clear repudiation. 

 this context we must clearly de-
 marcate ourselves from the method of 

 those who specially  use 
 of unauthorized texts, 

 allowing for justified doubts 
° with regard to the authenticity of 

 texts, in order to make propa-
 with Mao  alleged 

  both those 
 condemn him as well as his 
 per cent defenders" use this 

 

Such  method is used by 
the representatives of the groups, 
who, under the flag of defending Mao 
Tse-tung against Enver  false 
criticism, take the field with Mao 
Tse-tung's alleged views against Sta
lin and the Communist International 
and thereby similarly base 
ves in the main on Mao  

 texts. The  U.S.A. 
is the outrider of these groups. In 
the book "Mao Tse-tung's Immortal 
Contributions" by Bob Avakian of May 

 "Mao Intern", Hamburg 1974, 
and "Das  wir anders  

 Hamburg 1975  Critique 
of Soviet  New York 1977) 

 In this connection see also 
 Mao Talks to the People", 

 Stuart  Pantheon Books, 
New York, 1974,  
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1 9 7 9 e x t e n s i v e " c r i t i c i s m s o f S t a l i n 
a r e u n f o l d e d  a l m o s t  p a g e s . 
The p u b l i c a t i o n o f a l l e g e d 
c r i t i c i s m s b y Mao  s u i t s 

 v e r y much b e c a u s e h e u s e s 
t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o c o n s e c r a t e h i s 
a t t a c k s a g a i n s t  s o t o  
w i t h Mao  a u t h o r i t y a n d 
s t a n d i n g . 

 A v a k i a n p a r t l y r e f e r s t o "Volume 
 p a r t l y h e s i m p l y d i s p e n s e s w i t h 

a n y r e f e r e n c e s . T h i s i s n o a c c i d e n t . 
F o r h e m a k e s e x t e n s i v e u s e o f t e x t s , 
o s t e n s i b l y b y Mao T s e - t u n g , w h i c h 
h a v e b e e n f i s h e d o u t b y i m p e r i a l i s t 
r e s e a r c h e r s o n C h i n a l i k e S t u a r t R . 

 f r o m ( a s w e h a v e d e s c r i b e d ) 
u n t r u s t w o r t h y s o u r c e s , w h i c h a r e u n 
a c c e p t a b l e f o r c o m m u n i s t s . I n h i s 

 r e f e r s t o p u b l i c a t i o n s l i k e : 

•
S t u a r t  Mao 
T a l k s t o t h e  Y o r k , 
1 9 7 4 

•
  C r i t i q u e o f S o v i e t 

 o f  

 t h e E c o n o m i c P r o b l e m s o f S o c i 
a l i s m i n t h e  R e 
v i e w    
"Das  w i r a n d e r s  M o s -

 H . M a r t i n , Hamburg 1 9 7 5 ) 

Bob A v a k i a n u s e s t h e s e c o m p i l a t i o n s 
o f t e x t s f r o m i m p e r i a l i s t s o u r c e s 
w i t h o u t t h e l e a s t d o u b t a b o u t t h e 
a u t h e n t i c i t y o f t h e s e  I n v i e w 

 t h e f a c t s d e s c r i b e d a b o v e a b o u t 
t h e s o u r c e s o f t h e s e t e x t s - f a c t s , 

 c a n n o t b e h i d d e n f r o m A v a k i a n -
h i s a p p r o a c h i s  i r r e s p o n s i b  
l e  O n n o a c c o u n t c a n w e a g r e e w i t h 
t h i s m e t h o d o f Bob A v a k i a n b e c a u s e 
t h e r e b y o n e p r o c e e d s t o t h e s p h e r e 
o f t h e w i l d e s t b o u r g e o i s  
I n Bob  c a s e t h i s l e a d s t o 
h i s d r a w i n g t h e s w o r d a g a i n s t S t a l i n 
a n d t h e C o m m u n i s t I n t e r n a t i o n a l u n d e r 
t h e l a b e l o f " d e f e n d i n g Mao a g a i n s t 
t h e  T h i s h e d o e s w i t h t h e h e l p 
o f  t e x t s a g a i n s t  
a l l e g e d l y b y Mao  

• 
o M o s t o f t h e f o l l o w i n g  
o a g a i n s t S t a l i n a r e c r u d e s 1 a n -
o d e r s a n d g r o t e s q u e  
o w h i c h i n n o c a s e s h o u l d b e made a 
o " s u b j e c t o f  b u t m u s t 
o b e b r a n d e d a s s l a n d e r s . H o w e v e r , 
o t h i s d o e s n o t s i g n i f y f o r u s t h a t 
o w e d o n o t d e a l w i t h t h e s e  
o R a t h e r , i t s i g n i f i e s t h a t w e p r o v e 
o t h e i r o b v i o u s u n t e n a b i l i t y a n d 
o  t h e s e c r u d e l i e s ,  

o b a t t h e s e " c r i t i c i s m s " 
o  I n v i e w o f t h e  o f 
o q u e s t i o n s t o u c h e d u p o n , t h i s c a n 
o b e d o n e i n t h e  o n l y i n 
o t h e f o r m o f t h e s e s . H o w e v e r , s i n c e 
o a n e n t i r e army o f b o u r g e o i s , 
o s i o n i s t , T r o t s k y i s t and 
o  " c r i t i c s " p o u n c e u p o n S t a -
o  w e  h a v e t o r e t u r n t o t h e 
o q u e s t i o n s b r o a c h e d h e r e i n  way 
p o r t h e o t h e r . 

b) The Criticism Against Stalin and the Ideological Pressure  
 the Twentieth Congress of the  

I t i s c e r t a i n l y n o t b y c h a n c e t h a t 
 c r i t i c i s m s a g a i n s t  a s c r i 

b e d t o Mao T s e - t u n g o r i g i n a t e f r o m 
t h e p e r i o d  t h e T w e n t i e t h 
C o n g r e s s o f t h e  E v e n i n t h e 
c a s e o f p e o p l e l i k e S c h r a m , M o s s a n d 
A v a k i a n , t h e r e i s n o w r i t i n g b y Mao 
T s e - t u n g f r o m t h e p e r i o d b e f o r e t h e 
T w e n t i e t h C o n g r e s s e x p r e s s i n g c o m 
p a r a b l e c r i t i c i s m s a g a i n s t S t a l i n . 

I n t h e   S p e e c h a t 
t h e E i g h t h N a t i o n a l C o n g r e s s o f t h e 

 C h i n a " o f S e p t e m b e r 1 5 , 1 9 5 6 
( p u b l i s h e d i n " P e o p l e ' s 

b e r  t h e T w e n t i e t h C o n g r e s s 
o f t h e C . P . S . U . i s c l e a r l y " p o s i t i 
v e l y "  I t i s s a i d  
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 its 20th congress held not 
long   Party of the 
Soviet Union formulated many 
rect policies and criticized 
shortcomings which were found in 
the Party. It can be confidently 
asserted that very great develop
ments will follow on this in its 

 
("The Eighth National Congress of 
the Communist Party of China, 

    
 10) 

In the unauthorized writing "On the 
Ten Major  
in "Volume  the call 
is issued that from the faults and 
mistakes uncovered shortly in the 
Soviet Union - with which is meant 

 criticism of Stalin at 
the Twentieth Congress lessons 
should be drawn, in order to avoid 
such mistakes in China: 

 worthy of attention 
is the  that in the Soviet 

 certain defects and errors 
that  in the course of 
their building socialism have la
tely come to light. Do you want 
to follow the detours they have 

 It was by drawing lessons 
from their experience that we we
re able to avoid certain detours 
in the past, and there is all the 
more reason for us to do so  
("On the Ten Major Relationships", 

  

In this same   
the Historical Experience of the 
Dictatorship of the  
published a few weeks earlier in the 

   
is commended: 

"It is the opinion  the Central 
Committee that  mistakes 
amounted to only 30 per cent of 
the whole and his achievements to 
70 per  and  all things 
considered Stalin was nonetheless 
a great  We  On the 
Historical  of the Dic
tatorship of   on 
the basis of this evaluation. This 
assessment of 30 per cent for mis 
takes and 70 per cent for achieve 
ments is just about  

(Ibid,  

The writing "On the Ten  
tonships" shares the evaluation of 
Stalin made in the article "On the 
Historical Experience of the Dic
tatorship of the  Al
though this, in  to the 
Krushchov  states Sta

 merits as  70 per  
and although it  the 100 per 

cent condemnation of Stalin at the 
Twentieth Congress, it, however, at 
the same time contains massive er
rors, from  the writing "On the 
Ten Major Relationships" does not 
demarcate itself. The Renmin Ribao 
article  claims, without  

  Stalin 

"became conceited and imprudent. 
Subjectivism and onesidedness 
veloped in his thinking and he 
made erroneous decisions on cer
tain important  
("On the Historical Experience 
of the Dictatorship of the Pro
letariat"  1956  Foreign  
Press Peking  

 cult of the individual 
was accepted and fostered, and 
the arbitrariness of a  
person prevailed." 

 

 the  system 
of democratic  

 the scope of the 
suppression of  

 the necessary vigilance 
on the eve of the anti-fascist 

 to pay proper atten
tion to the further development 
of agriculture and the material 
welfare of the  
a wrong decision on the question 
of  

 

 and  
 were named as the roots of these 

 by Stalin. Stalin 

 divorced himself from the objec
tive reality and from the  

 

Though the article  the Histori
cal Experience of the Dictatorship 
of the  did not agree 
with the total condemnation of Sta
lin by Khrushchov, it clearly shows 
that the  China's attacks aga
inst  theoretical and prac
tical work are basically identical 
with those  For th against Sta
lin in these questions by the Khrush
chov revisionists. 

Therefore it cannot be defended that 
in "On the Ten Major  
the article  the Historical Expe
rience of the Dictatorship of the 
Proletariat" is propagated as a cor
rect demarcation from  
criticisms  Stalin. Instead 
of showing up the mistakes in this 
article and saying that i t cannot 
be the base from which one can 
cessfully combat  condemna
tion by Khrushchov, this article i s 
represented as being " in accordance 
with objective  
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 we protect Stalin, and, 
second, we at the same time 
ticize his mistakes, and we have 
written the article "On the 
torical Experience of the 
torship of the  Un
like some people who have tried 
to defame and destroy Stalin, we 
are acting in accordance with 
objective reality." 
("Speech at the Second 
Plenary Session  the Eighth 
Central Committee  the Com
munist Party of  

  

The essential difference between Khru

   of Stalin and the 
criticisms by the  China, rough
ly sketched above, was not so much the 
content or the direction of assault 
of the criticism. Here there was more 
or less agreement. The  China, 
however, at no time was ready to 
treat Stalin as an  and 
vilify him. 

The criticisms against Stalin in the 
 Ribao" article "On the Histo

rical Experience of the Dictatorship 
of the Proletariat" are in essence 
the same as in Mao  unau
thorized articles dated after this 
article. This will become clear from 
the following. 

c) Slander one 
The Ideological Root of  Mistakes is  

 

Just as the "Renmin Ribao" article 
"On the Historical Experience of the 
Dictatorship of the  an 
article from "Volume  ascribed to 
Mao Tse-tung, also regards "subjecti
vism" as the root of Stalin's mis

 

 did Stalin make mistakes? Be
cause on a number of issues his 
subjective thinking failed to cor
respond with objective reality." 

 Party Unity and Car
ry Forward Party  
"Volume V",  

The writing brings no evidence for 
this assertion. Apparently, the 
ticisms in the other unauthorized 
texts from that period were taken to 
be  The criticisms against 
Stalin in these are concretized in 
the following  

d) Slander two 
Stalin Taught Many People to Follow Metaphysics 

The general criticism ran as follows: 

"Stalin had a fair amount of meta
physics in him and he taught many 
people to follow  
("Talks at a Conference of Secre
taries of Provincial, Municipal 
and Autonomous Region Party Com

    Volume  
 

The "History of the  
 and the chapter "On Dialec

tical and Historical Materialism" 
contained in it  were referred to as 

 for this criticism. Two criti
cisms of this were  First

 it is said: 

"As the fourth feature he (Stalin, 
 Note) talks of the in

ternal contradiction in all  
but then he deals only with the 
 struggle of opposites,  

mentioning their unity." 
(Ibid,  

This criticism is wrong. Stalin's 
representation of the four basic fe
atures of dialectics in the 
story of the  Short Cour
se" which incidently correspond to 
Lenin's representation in "Karl Marx" 
(See   21, 

 Ger.ed.) and also to the 
introductory review in "On Contradic
tion" by Mao Tse-tung himself (Mao 

  
SW  proceeds from the i n -

 things, 
then shows the development of things, 
whereby qualitative leaps in develop
ment are especially emphasized, and 
finally comes to speak of the  
of development, the struggle of op
posites. 
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So, the second criticism too does not 
apply which asserts: 

"As the first feature he talks of 
the interconnection of  as 
if all things happened to be inter
connected for no reason at  
(Ibid,  
"Stalin failed to see the connec
tion between the struggle of oppo-
sites and the unity of opposites." 
(Ibid,  

In fact it was not Stalin who was 
 but it is his critics 

who in this question are incapable 
of grasping  construction of 
the four features of dialectics as a 
representation of materialist dialec
tics complete in itself, and of un
derstanding that when Stalin speaks 
 

"disclosure of the contradictions 
inherent in things and  

 of the C.P.S.U. 
  

 Red Star Reprint London 
1976,  

thereby is included the struggle 
within a  within a phenomenon 
etc. Stalin concludes with  
sharp  

"in its proper  dialec
tics is the study of the contra

 within the very essence  
of   
(Ibid,  

"Development is the  
of  

  

 Slander three 
Stalin Paid too Little Heed to the Learning from  
Negative Examples 

 you  study the negative 
stuff, you won t be able to re
fute it. Neither Marx nor Engels 
nor Lenin was like  In this 
respect Stalin was not as good. 
For instance, in his time, German 
classical idealist philosophy was 
described as a reaction of the 
German aristocracy towards 
the French  This con
clusion totally negates German 
classical idealist philosophy. 
Stalin negated German military 
science, alleging that it was no 
longer of any use and that books 
by Clausewitz should no longer be 
read since the Germans had been 

 

(Talks at a Conference of Secreta
ries of Provincial, Municipal and 
Autonomous Region Party Committees" 

   

Such   defamations 
which in the first instance must be 
branded as such. This "criticism" 
is a lie because Stalin has in no 
way negated classical German philo
sophy in toto. Rather, he defended 
Marx's and  critique of clas
sical German philosphy. Stalin gave 
an excellent summary of this criti
que of the German idealist philoso
phy in the chapter "On Dialectical 
and Historical Materialism" in the 
"History of the  Short 
Course" (See "History of the  

 Short  

Regarding  work in the 
field of military  em
phasized in his "Reply to Colonel 
Professor  of February 23, 
1946 that Lenin referred to Clause
witz, not because of his theoretical 
work in military science, but becau
se Clausewitz: 

 To throw light upon the  
of these unauthorized passages in an 
exemplary way, we shall cite the cor
responding passage from the collec
tion "Mao Intern". The source of this 
version of the text is the book al
legedly published by Red Guards in 
1969 and brought before the public 
in Taiwan. In this book there is a 

 of the Conference of the 
Provincial and Municipal Secretaries" 
(January 1957) supposedly originating 
from Mao Tse-tung. The passage there 

 

 Communists know too little of 
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the opposite  Neither Marx, 
Engels nor Stalin were  the 
case of Stalin there is a  
he negated German Philosophy (Kant 
and Feuerbach) because Germany had 
lost the war and he also negated 
German military science"  
("Summary at the Conference of 

 and Party Secretaries" 
   
  translated by us) 

The lack of logic and the distor
tion of meaning immediately leaps to 
the  The lost  was supposed 
to have led to  negation of 
Kant's and  philosophy. 
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 in his time was reputed to 
be an authority in the field of 
military theory, confirmed in his 
works the famous Marxist thesis 
that there is a direct connection 
between war and politics, that 
politics gives birth to war and 
that war is the continuation of 
politics by violent means. Here 
Lenin needed the reference  
Clausewitz in order to once more 
convict Plechanov, Kautsky and 
others of social chauvinism and 
social  

 to Colonel Profes
sor  to a Letter of Janu
ary 30 About Clausewitz and About 
Questions of War and the Art 
of  February 23,1946, Works 

 from  
See also "On the Great Patriotic 

  den 
sen  Krieg der Sow-

 
furt/Main 1972)  

f) Slander  
Stalin Ignored the Contradiction Between the Relations of 
Production and the Productive Forces and the Contradiction  
Between the Superstructure and the Economic Base in 

 

Drawing lessons from historical 
perience, Stalin emphasized that: 

"...in the last thirty years Ger
many has twice forced upon the 
world a bloody  and both times 
it has suffered a defeat..." 

 

and that 

 military ideology has 
not stood the  
(Ibid.) 

And Stalin demanded that the obsolete 
theses and statements, especially of 
the bearers of military ideology in 
Germany have to be subjected to a 
critical analysis. 

In the second speech (of January 
 contained in "Volume   

is said: 

"For a long time Stalin denied 
that contradictions between the 
relations of production and the 
productive forces and between the 
superstructure and the economic 
base exist under the socialist 

 
("Talks at a Conference of Secre
taries of Provincial, Municipal 
and Autonomous Region Party Com

   

Even if Stalin is conceded a certain 
progress in this question in his la
ter years - in "Economic Problems of 
Socialism in the  he "hesi
tantly mentioned" this contradiction 
and  that incorrect polic
ies could lead to disturbances - it 
is further said: 

 then he did  

that they are the basic contra
dictions which propel socialist 
society forward." 

 

In the compilation of texts "Mao In
tern" there is a "second speech at 
the Second Session of the Eighth Na
tional Congress" of May 17, 1958. 
This text also has Taiwan as its 
source. It contains  criti

 

"Stalin said the relations of pro
duction in socialist society cor
responded totally to the development 
of the productive forces, and he 
negated the  Before 
his death he wrote an article in 
which he revoked his own views and 
said that a total correspondence 

 not mean there were no contra
dictions  
("Second Speech at the Second Ses
sion of the Eighth National Con
gress",    

     Ger.ed.) 

    proceeding in the 
same direction is contained in the 
Volume  Critique of Soviet Econom

 Part of the texts contained in 
this book is a criticism of Stalin's 
work  Problems of Socialism 
in the  The source of these 
texts too is Taiwan. It is striking 
that these texts practically do  
reason at all, but proceed by unre
strainedly making wrong assertions 
and without bringing  any 
kind of  

"Stalin speaks only of the pro
duction relations, not of the 

 nor of the rela
tionship between  
and economic   men
tions economics  hot po
litics    
The role of  the role of 
the laborer- these are  

 
 Critique of Soviet  

London   
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This criticism too  even if 
not expressly so, to the  
of the   
namely to the chapter "Historical 

 in this 
chapter the relation between the 
productive forces and the relations 
of production is set forth i n 

 

"First the productive forces of 
society change and develop, and 
then, d e p e n d i n g o n the

se changes and in conformity with  
  relations of 
 their economic relations, 

change. This, however,  not 
mean that the relations of pro
duction do not influence the de

 of the productive for
ces and that the latter are not 
dependent on the former. While 
their development is dependent 
on the development of the pro
ductive  the relations 
of production in their turn 

F00TN0TE continued from last page 

"Stalin does  speak of the 
 H e  spe

aks of economics,  of po
   

("Das  wir anders  Mos-
  these 

lines have been translated from 
the German edition because the 
entire section "Some Notes on 

 to Comrades  and 
 around  from 

which these lines are taken, is 
not included in the English 
sion "A Critique of Soviet Econo
mics" - Translator's Note) 

 book from first to last 
says nothing about the superstruc
ture. It is  concerned 
with people; it considers things, 

  
("A Critique of Soviet  

 

One only needs to read  "Eco
nomic Problems of Socialism in the 

 to realize how serious the
se reproaches are. Firstly,  wri
ter of these lines evidently does 
not understand that in a writing "On 
Economic Problems..."  the main 

 these  problems will be 
dealt with, just as a writing about 
the  revolution will not pri
marily deal with questions of the 
Russian Revolution. 

Secondly, evidently the critic did 
not read  work  pro
blems of Socialism in the U.S.S.R." 
very thoroughly because otherwise the 
passages in which Stalin very well 
deals with  politics 
and human beings- which is doubted by 
him would not have remained hidden to 
him.  brief observations can pro
ve the  of this  

Thus, for example, in the first pages 
of his work Stalin deals with the  
cial role of Soviet power while estab
lishing socialist forms of economy. 
Stalin emphasizes that only on the 

basis of a public power (which  
part of the  on the 
basis of the alliance of the work
ing class and the peasantry, the re
actionary social classes could be 
smashed, and thus the Soviet power 
obtained the possibility of 
ing the entire national economy in 
 planned way while taking into con

 the economic laws. (See 
 Problems of Socia

lism in the  
Peking  

We shall cite another  to 
show how absurd the reproach is that 
Stalin did not consider  
Stalin writes in his criticism of 
capitalist production that in it man 
with his needs disappears from view. 
However, in socialist production 
things are  different. 
Stalin wrote: 

"The aim of socialist production  
is not profit, but man and his 

•  that is, the satisfaction 
of his material and  re

  maxi
mum satisfaction of the constant
ly rising material and cultural 
requirements of the whole of so
ciety is the a i  of socialist 
production; continuous  
and perfection of socialist pro
duction on the basis of higher 
techniques is the  for 
the achievement of the aim. 
Such is the basic economic law 
of  

 Problems of So
cialism  Peking Edition 1976, 

 

Solely by means of these few lines 
it becomes clear that any criticism 
which asserts that  is not 
concerned with people", he"did not 
consider  nothing about 
the superstructure" etc., is simply 
an insolent bluff. 
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act upon tne development of the 
productive forces, accelerating 
or retarding it... Therefore, 
however much the relations of 
production may lag behind the 

 of the productive 
forces, they must, sooner or 
later, come into correspondence 
with  and actually do come into 
correspondence with  the level 
of development of the productive 
forces, the character of the 
productive  

 of the C.P.S.U. 
  

In contradistinction to capitalism, 
it is then described that the 
list national economy in the Soviet 
Union is 

 instance in which the relati
 of production completely cor

respond t o the c h a r a c t e r 
of the productive forces." 

 

For now, the relations of production 
with their social ownership of the 
means of production correspond to 
the c h a r a c t e r o f the pro
ductive forces, which is social in 
capitalism itself.    

In the following historical sketch 
of different social orders  the 
chapter "On Dialectical and Histo
rical  
the development of the contradiction 
between the productive forces and 
the relations of production in the  
course of the history of mankind is 
briefly described. In 
tion to all exploiting  
is emphasized that in the historical 
stage of socialist society the 

"relations of production fully 
correspond to the state  
ductive forces." 
 
 

 basis of the  of 
production under the  

 the social ownership 
of the means of production. Here 

there are no longer exploiters 
and exploited. The goods produced 
are distributed according to la
bour  on the  

 who does not work, neither 
shall he  the mutual rela
tions of people in the process of 
production are marked by comrade
ly co-operation and the Socialist 
mutual assistance of workers who 
are free from  

For this reason socialist produc
tion in the  knows no per
iodical crises of overproduction 
and their accompanying  

 

Precisely in the work "Economic Prob
lems of Socialism in the  
Stalin is  concerned with a 

 portrayal o f 
different social orders. He analyses 
the relationship between the rela
tions of production and the produc
tive forces in socialism and 
sizes that one should not view the 
correspondence of relations of pro
duction and the level of development 
of the productive forces, typical 
under socialism, in the sense of an 
automatic and absolute corresponden
ce. Thus, in his "Reply to Comrade 

 he pointed out that 

"the words   must 
not be understood in the absolute 

 
 Problems of So

cialism in the  
Edition  

Further, on the relation between the 
relations of  and the pro
ductive forces in socialism Stalin 
said: 

"The productive forces are the 
most mobile and  
forces of production. They un
deniably move in advance of the 
relations of production even un
der  the words  

 to be understood 
as meaning that under socialism 
things do  usually go to the 

 In this sense it is also said in 
 Problems of Socialism in 

the  

"The working class utilized (af
ter the victory of the socialist 
revolution -  Note) the 
law that the relations of produc
tion must necessarily conform with 
the  o f the pro

ductive forces, overthrew the bour
geois relations of production, 
created new, socialist relations 
of production and brought them 
into conformity with the 

 o f the productive 
 

  
Peking Edition 1976,  
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length of a conflict between the 
relations of production and the 
productive forces, that society 
is in a position to take timely 
steps to bring the lagging rela
tions of production into confor
mity with the character of the 
productive  

 

 in the polemics against 
 Stalin emphasized that 

there exist and there will continue 
to exist contradictions between the 
relations of production and the pro
ductive forces in the Soviet Union: 

"the development of the relations 
of production lags, and will lag, 
behind the development of the pro
ductive forces. Given a correct 
policy on the part of the direct

 bodies, these   
cannot    antago 
nisms... It would be a different 
matter if we were to conduct a 
wrong  

 

In the "criticisms" quoted  
the  compa
rison of capitalism and socialism on 
the one hand and the analysis of eco
nomic problems of socialism on the 
other hand - these two totally dif
ferent questions are not separated 
from one another. Instead, the for
mulation of the law of the "uncon
ditional conformity of the relations 
of production with the character of 
the productive forces" is rejected 
as being wrong. However, this cannot 

 These  the
refore, also do not deal with argum
ents in  writings in which 
he is concerned with the character
istics of the socialist system. Pre
cisely in "Economic Problems of Soci
alism in the  and in "Prob
lems of Linguistics" Stalin analysed 
a series  phenomena and laws which 
emerge from the contradiction between 
the productive forces and the rela
tions of production and between base 
and  

g) Slander five 
Stalin Rejected the Middle Forces in Society and 
the Comrades Who had Corrected Their Mistakes 

In "On the Ten Major  
it is said: 

"In those days when the dogmatists 
headed by Wang Ming were in the 
saddle, our Party erred on this 
question, picking up the bad as
pect of Stalin's style of work. 

 society the dogmatists reject
ed the middle forces and inside 
the Party they did not allow peop
le to correct their mistakes; they 
barred both from the revolution." 
("On the Ten Major  

  

In the form of theses, without any 
attempt at proof, a direct relation
ship is established between an alleg
edly "bad aspect of Stalin's style 
of work" and the dogmatists around 
Wang  Thereby, regarding the 
content of the criticism, it is prac
tically imputed to Stalin that he 

"rejected the middle forces" in the 
society and did not allow other 
rades  the Party "to correct their 
mistakes" and "barred both from the 

 

This "criticism" stands in direct 
contradiction to facts. In the strugg
le against the views of Trotskyism 
Stalin described in detail the possi
bility of agreements with sections 
of the bourgeoisie in China in the 
stage of the bourgeois-democratic 
revolution. (See the collection of 
Stalin's writings and speeches about 
the Chinese Revolution published in 
the Series Marxist-Leninist Writings: 

 the Chinese  
Moreover, the C.P.S.U. and Stalin 
allowed an entire group of former 

 to work again in the Par
 after they had renounced Trotsky

ism. (See for example Stalin, Works 
 and "Short  

h) Slander six 
Stalin was Against Class Struggle from Below 

In the texts published in Taiwan, re- this writing of Stalin with abandon-
printed in "Mao  there is a ing class struggle from below up-

 against  "Economic wards: 
Problems of Socialism in the  
which, without any proof, reproaches 
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"In   Problems of 
cialism in the  Stalin 
said that reforms after the revo
lution were peaceful reforms steer
ed from above downwards. Stalin did 
not practise any class struggle 
from below upwards. In Eastern Eu
rope and North Korea he had a pea
ceful  reform carried out. 
There was no struggle against 
landowners and no anti-Right cam
paigns   The 
capitalists were combated only 
from above  

 Speech at the Second Ses
sion of the Eighth National Con

    
 - translated from the 

 

Anybody can easily ascertain on his own 
that such a passage, as imputed to 
Stalin by the writer of the above 
"criticism", does not exist in "Eco
nomic Problems of Socialism in the 

 For the critic, "above" 
is evidently something negative even 
after the  "reforms from 
above" after the victory of the revo
lution are an abomination. Such a 

"criticism" treats state power with 
out a class standpoint. Such a view 
does not see the fundamental differ
ence between reforms from above un
der the dictatorship of the bourgeoi
sie which serve to maintain their 
class rule, and reforms from above 
under the dictatorship of the prole
tariat which, for the proletariat, 
have the function of consolidating 

 class rule, for gathering 
strength for a new offensive in the 
struggle against its enemies. The 
rejection of reforms proceeding from 
the dictatorship of the proletariat 
on the whole signifies the worship
ping of spontaneity and a rejection 
of the dictatorship of the proleta
riat itself, because the proletarian 
state, the dictatorship of the prole
tariat, is an instrument of proleta
rian class struggle used by the pro
letariat,  led by its Party - for 
its class aims in the struggle against 
its opponents. 

In conformity with the teachings of 
Leninism about the dictatorship of 
the  defended, ap
plied and developed further the teach
ing of class struggle under the dic
tatorship of the proletariat against 
all deviations in the  
Precisely  the victory o f 
the proletarian revolution, a f t e  
the victory of the armed uprising 
the proletariat must smash the old 
state power and establish its  
the proletarian state power and make 
use of it as a weapon, as an  
ment in the struggle against the 

bourgeoisie. Stalin set forth this 
aspect in great detail in "The Foun
dations of Leninism" in the section 
"The Dictatorship of the Proletariat 
as the Instrument of the Proletarian 
Revolution" in Chapter IV  Dic
tatorship of the Proletariat" 

 

 "critics" are evidently un
able to grasp in this context that 
with the establishment of the state 
power of the working class, which is 
the dictatorship of the proletariat, 
the opposition between  and 
"above", which is naturally very 
sharp, indeed   
principle in  exploiting society, 
no longer exists, if and as long as 
the Party does not make any serious 
mistake, and the proletarian state 
really fulfils its role and tasks. 
With their  "critics" 
demonstrate that they are neither 
able to conceive of a real state 
power of the working  nor do 
they know anything about the role 
of the Party as vanguard, as avant-

 as General Staff of the pro
letariat. They separate Party and 
masses,  they raise an un
bridgeable gap between the two. 

Only for the totally superficial 
observer "everything comes from 
above"  state of the dicta
torship of the  reali
ty, the state or Party decrees are 
p r e c e d e d by the will of the 
proletarian masses and the entire 
working people manifesting itself 
in the most varied  they are 
preceded by a manifold movement at 
the base, thus "from below upwards". 
Even if a decree is effected 
either for a big  trans
formation or merely for a comparative
ly modest reform -  it would remain 
only on paper, or would congeal into 
a caricature, if it did not find any 
active acceptance or support from 

 What a pity that one has to 
explain this "elementary  of so
cialism to people who claim to be 
"correct" and to "refute" Stalin. 

The  did not demand 
class struggle from  simply 

 

 the "History of the   
for  the collectivization of 
the agricultural economy and the eli
mination of  kulaks as a  in 
the countryside are described as a 
fundamental revolutionary transform
ation. Thus it is said there: 

"Solid collectivization  not 
just a peaceful process - the 
overwhelming bulk of the peasan
try simply joining the collective 
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  but was a struggle of the  
peasant masses against the  

 the peasants would expropriate 
them, driving them from the land, 
dispossessing them of their 
le and machinery and demanding 
their arrest and eviction from 
the district by the Soviet autho

 
 of the C.P.S.U. 

  

"The distinguishing feature of 
this revolution (the collectivi
zation of agriculture and the el
imination of the kulaks as a class-

 Note) is that it was ac
complished from  on the ini
tiative of the state, and directly 
supported from below by the  
lions of  who were 
ing  throw  kulak bondage and 
to live in freedom in the collec
tive  

 

Another example: when Stalin analys
e d b u r e a u c r a c y 

"one of the most serious obstac
les, if not the most serious of 
all" 

 Vulgarising the 
Slogan of  
Works   

for the socialist   
pointed at the control and  
of the masses  below as being the 
fundamental antidote against bureau
cracy. Stalin demanded: 

"develop  rouse 
the vast masses of the workers and 
peasants to the task of criticism 
from below, of control from   

 

Even in the struggle against the 
Trotskyist  emphasiz
ed that it is necessary to heighten 
the vigilance of the masses and not 
be taken in by the wrong theory 

"that with every advance we make 
the class struggle here must sub
side, the more successes we achi
eve the tamer will the class ene
my  
This is not only a rotten theory 
but a dangerous one, for it lulls  
our people, leads them into a 

 and   enemy 
to recuperate for the struggle 
against the Soviet  

 in Party Work 
and Measures for Liquidating Trots-
kyite and Other  
Works  

Very evidently the emphasis on the 

"vigilance of the masses", or the 
admonition to the communists not to 
be lulled into security is anything 
but a rejection of "class struggle 
from below  

Regarding  peace
ful reforms in the  democra
cies we must first brand the bourge
ois reasoning and bourgeois style of 
this criticism. It is really not 
worth discussing the assertion that 
Stalin "had peaceful reforms carried  
out in the people's  
or he did not permit struggle against 
the landlords, or did not allow any 
anti-Right campaign to be carried 
out in North  

However,   which obvious
ly misses class struggle from "below" 
in the people's democracies, on the 
whole conceals a lack of understand
ing of the real problems of class 
struggle in the  democracies 
of Eastern Europe. 

Here we shall deal with this theme 
only very briefly: In some countries 
of Europe it was a real problem that 
the old state apparatus of the. ex
ploiting classes was not above  
smashed by a revolution of the mas
ses of the people, but chiefly by 
the struggle of the Soviet Red Army. 
Basic economic and political measu
res against the old exploiting clas
ses had to be carried out on the ba
sis of the anti-fascist struggle, 

 these to a large extent had 
been the support of Hitler fascism 
in these countries. Therefore, the 
basic problem there was to make con
scious and  the working class 
and the working people  
the old state apparatus had already 
been smashed, to lead them towards 
socialist revolution. 

Under these extraordinary circumstan
ces specific   
arose in fully  the masses 
of people for socialist ideals; how
ever, this was conditioned by the 
concrete  The entire 
world communist movement knew that 
the extent to which the masses could 
be mobilized to themselves take the 
ath of revolution and to  
  for it was decisive for 
 progress of the  demo
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I) Slander seven 
The Soviet Union Made Serious Mistakes While  
Eliminating  

A favourite reproach from the 
 repertoire of tricks is 

to defame the Communists by saying 
that they lock up dissenters and 
head them". The same reproach is to 
be  in the text  of the 
Conference of the Provincial  Mu
nicipal Secretaries" of January  
(from Taiwan  By the  
this passage is missing in "Volume  
Probably it was too  
even for its editors. 

"Whoever had a different opinion 
about the Soviet Union was char
ged with   
real life showed Stalin that one 
cannot always proceed in this man
ner. Even Stalin could not behead 
everyone and imprison them. In 
the  1936 and 1937 he had ma
ny  to  In 1938 there we
re a little less and in the year 
1939 he put a still smaller num
ber to death. To immediately be
head somebody who holds a diffe
rent opinion is no  

 at the Conference of 
Provincial and Party  

  1974, 
 translated from  

History itself refutes all these 
slanders. Stalin led an exhaustive 
ideological struggle against Trotsky
ism and Right opportunism in the 

 

During this ideological struggle 
Trotsky was member of the Central 

Committee and a Party member. His 
anti-Leninist views were comprehen
sively exposed and criticized by Sta
lin and the  The Party 
masses and   class were 
educated in the spirit of Leninism 
in the struggle against Trotskyism 
and later in the struggle against 

 Right opportunism and  
could convince themselves of the 

 of the  
 They were expelled  the 

 only after it had been 
proved that they  incorrigible 
opportunists and enemies of Commun
ism and the  

Such a procedure fully corresponds 
with the teachings of Leninism about 
the Party of a new type which does 
not tolerate any fraction within 
the proletarian Party. Only when 
the Trotskyites and other opportu
nists had become bitter enemies of 
the Soviet Union, enemies of the 

 of the proletariat, 
after they had committed sabotage, 
murder and  crimes in the Soviet 
Union as spies of the fascist states, 
and when, far  Party, the 
masses had become conscious of this, 
they were convicted according to the 
laws of the dictatorship of the pro
letariat. The verbatim reports of  
these processes were all published -
a procedure which for diverse 
tics" of Stalin and  
also for some ostensible defenders 
of Stalin, is in no way something 
to be taken for granted. 

 Slander eight 
Stalin Paid Little Heed to Light Industry and Agriculture 

"On the question of heavy industry, 
light industry and agriculture, 
the Soviet Union did not lay 
enough emphasis on the latter  
("A Critique of Soviet  
London  from the Taiwan 

 

It is an old reproach of the anti-
communists that in the Soviet Union 
human beings  to starve because 
only heavy industry was one-sidedly 
set up. The same reproach underlies 
the above criticism. 

In fact the concrete experiences of 
building the socialist national eco
nomy in the Soviet Union showed that 
in the entire period of reconstruction 

from the beginning of the NEP in 19 21 
till after the Fourteenth Congress of 
the  in 1926, primarily 
light industry was developed and put 
on its    of the 

  
  

After the reconstruction of the na
tional economy was  
not  reason,  down that 
the task   

"to tip the scales in favour of 
heavy industry" 

 

because the task of socialist indu
strialization  presented  

93 



1 9 0 

 problem of light industry 
presents no special  
We solved that problem several 
years ago. The problem of heavy 
industry is more difficult and 
more important. 
I t i s m o r e d i f f i c u l t 
because its solution demands col
ossal  and, as the  
history of industrially backward 
countries has  heavy indu
stry cannot manage without huge 
long-term loans. 

  m o r e  
because, unless we develop heavy 
industry, we cannot build any in
dustry at all, we cannot carry 
out any  

 Year of Great  
19 29, Works  

The first Five-Year Plan also set 
itself the task of establishing 
modern large-scale industry as the 

 of Soviet  In order 
to really create a modern large-scale 
industrial technical base for the na
tional economy the main link of such 
a plan had to first be found. The 
main link was 

"heavy industry, with machine 
building as its  For only 
heavy industry is capable of re
constructing both industry as a 
whole, transport and agriculture, 
and putting them on their  

 The Results of the First 
Five-Year   

In his "Speech Delivered at a Meet
ing of Voters of the Stalin Elector
al  February 2,1946, Sta
lin   sum  correctness 
of the path of  as 
taken by the Soviet  

Stalin asked the  How 
could  Soviet Union be transform
ed from an agricultural to an indus
trial country in only thirteen years? 
And he answered: 

industry accumulates profits and 
concentrates it in banks, the 
turn of heavy industry comes. The 
gradual transference of accumulat
ed capital to heavy industry be
gins, in order to create the pre
requisite for its development. 
However, this is a lengthy process 
requiring a long period of  
decades in which one has to wait 
for the expansion of light indus
try and  a  existen
ce without heavy industry. It is 
understandable that the Communist 
Party could not take this path. 
The Party knew that war was coming 

 that it was impossible to 
defend  country without heavy 

 that the development of 
heavy industry had to be tackled as 
soon as possible, that here delay 
meant defeat. The Party recollect

 Lenin  s words that without hea
vy industry it was impossible to 
assert the independence of the 
country, that without  the So
viet  could perish. For this 
reason the Communist Party of our 
country rejected the  path 
of industrialization and started 
the industrialization of the 
country with the development of 
heavy industry. This  
great  but none 
which could not be overcome. This 
work was considerably aided 
by the  of the in
dustry and the banks, which enabled 
a speedy accumulation of means and 
their transference to heavy 

 

There can be no doubt that other
wise it would have been impossib
le to attain the  
of our country into an industrial 
country in such a short  

 Delivered at a 
Meeting of Voters of the Stalin 
Electoral  
Works  Translated 
from  

"Above all by the Soviet politics 
of industrializing the country. 
The Soviet method of industrializ
ing the country radically differs 
from the capitalist method of in
dustrialization. In capitalist 
countries industrialization usual
ly begins with light industry. 
Since light industry requires 
smaller investments than heavy 
industry, since the turnover of 

 is quicker and profits 
are more easily obtained, 
light  becomes 
there the first object of indus

 Only after a long 
 in the course of which light 

By this it becomes clear that the 
rejection of the method of industria
lization in the Soviet Union in rea
lity serves the interests of world 
imperialism, and not that of socia
list construction in the Soviet Un
ion. This "criticism", joined in by 
imperialists and opportunists of all 
shades, clearly serves the purpose 
of leaving the socialist country 
undeveloped, of transforming it into 
an appendage of the world imperialist 
market and delivering it up to the 
attack of world imperialism without 
any modern defence. 

Further, it is precisely  
merit to have  applied 
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the  theory or reproduction to 
the construction and development of 
socialist economy in the Soviet Union. 
In his work  Problems of 
cialism in the U.S.S.R." Stalin 
med up the experience of economic 
construction and developed further 
Marx's comments in the second  
of "Capital" and Lenin's in "Criti

cal  on  Economics 
of the Transition Period" about the 
theory of reproduction in socialism, 
and thus  up the basic guiding 
principles of the theory of reproduc
tion in  
mic Problems of Socialism in the 

 Edition 1976, 
 

 Slander  
Stalin Advocated the  of Productive  

"Stalin emphasized only technolo
gy, technical cadre. He wanted 
nothing but cadre? no politics, 
no masses." 
("A Critique of Soviet  
London  Critique of 
"Economic  See also 

 

"Stalin propagated both these pa
roles, they are very one-sided. 

 decides  -
but what about politics?  
decide   but what 
about the masses? Dialectics is 
lacking here." 
("Mao   

 Speech at the Second 
sion of the Eighth National Con
gress of the   
from the Taiwan  translat
ed from the  

By detaching from the context two 
temporary slogans, sharpened to fit 
a certain situation in the Soviet 
Union, and by representing them as 
being principles, valid forever, it 
is imputed to Stalin to have neglect
ed politics and the masses. In reali
ty, however, in certain situations in 
revolution and socialist  
certain tasks come to the forefront 
and become the tactical main link 
which the Communists have to take 
hold of and solve, in order to be 
able to then take up other tasks 
leading further. 

Thus the slogan "technique decides 
everything" is the main link in the 
reconstruction of industry on a mod
ern technical base. It has as an aim 
the creation of a foundation for so
cialist industry, the overcoming of 
economic-technical  To 
accomplish this task it was required 
of the Bolsheviks to learn technical 
skills, to create communist 
ists and to educate a socialist in
telligence of the working class in 
order to replace the bourgeois spe
cialists. 

In the "History of the  
Short Course" the following is said 
about the urgency of fulfilling this 

 

• "It was necessary to get Communist 
business executives to turn their 
attention to technical matters, 
to acquire a taste for 
nique; they needed to* be shown 
that it was vital for bolshe 
vik business executives to 
master modern technique, other
wise we would run the  of 
condemning our country to back
wardness and  
("History of the  
Short   

In this  mastery of 
dern technology became the main link 
in the work of the  

"Bolsheviks must master  
It is  themselves 
become experts. In the period of  
reconstruction technique decides  

 
 Tasks of the Business 

   
quoted in "Short     

  

With the completion of the reconstruc
tion period the lack of technology 
was overcome. But the development of 
cadres who could master technology 
did not keep pace with the develop
ment of technology. The slogan "tech
nique decides everything" was obsole
te  had to be replaced by the 
slogan "cadres decide  

"But, having emerged from the pe
riod of dearth of technique, we 
have entered a new period, a 
riod, I would say, of a dearth of 
people, of cadres, of  ca
pable of harnessing technique, 
and advancing  Formerly, we 
used to say that  de
cides  This slogan 
helped us to put an end to the 
dearth of technique and to cre
ate a vast technical base in eve
ry branch of activity, for the 
equipment of our people with first-
class technique. That is very good. 
But it is not enough by  In 
order to set technique going and 
to utilise it to the full, we need 
people who have mastered technique, 
we need cadres capable of master
ing and utilising this technique 
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according to all the rules of the 
art... That is why emphasis must 

 be laid on people, on 
  on workers who have 

mastered   
cide  That is the 
main thing now." 

 to the Graduates 
From the Red Army  
Works  

In "Defects in Party  Stalin on
ce again explained why the slogan 
"technique decides  became 
the main slogan for the Bolsheviks in 
the Soviet Union during a certain 

 

"Technical questions and not poli
tical ones were our weak spot at 
that time... We eliminated our 
technical weakness by advancing 
the slogan on the mastery of 
nique and by educating during this 
period tens and hundreds of tech
nically equipped 

  
 in Party Work", 

  

Apart from this, the fact that in a 
certain situation this old slogan 
was replaced by the new slogan 

"on the mastery of Bolshevism, the 
political training of cadres and 

the abandonment of our political 
 

 

shows Stalin's estimation of the cad
res who, after the line is laid down, 
decide everything. It does not indi
cate a low opinion of the masses, as 
the critics allege. 

This is underscored  an extract 
from the sixth conclusion in the 
"History of the  

"Lastly, the history of the Party 
teaches us that unless it has wi
de connections with the masses, 
unless it constantly strengthens 
these connections, unless it knows 
how to hearken to the voice of the 
masses and understand their urgent 
needs, unless it is prepared not 
only to teach the masses, but to 
learn from the masses, a party of 
the working class cannot be a real 
mass party capable of leading the 
working class millions and all 
thp labouring  
A party perishes if  shuts it
self up in  narrow party shell 
  severes itself from the 

   allows itself  
be covered  bureaucratic rust." 
("History of the  Short 
Course",    

 Slander  
The Soviet Union Under Stalin Took too Much Away From 
"the  and Gave Them too Little 

With reference to the attitude towards 
the  is asserted in  the 
Ten Major  

"The Soviet Union has adopted mea
sures which squeeze the peasants 
very  It takes away too much 
from the peasants at  low a 
price through its system of so-
called obligatory sales (which 
existed up to 1957 until Khrushchov 
abolished this along with the ma
chine and tractor stations; Au

 Note) and other  
("On the Ten Major  

  

"In the Soviet Union and in some 
East European countries, agricul
tural collectivization invariably 
brought about decreases in grain 
production for a number of years." 
("Talks at a Conference of Secre
taries of  Party Committees", 

  

These passages do not  the 
rural population and the peasants 
with the method of class analysis. 

Rich peasants and kulaks were really 
in a certain sense "Squeezed"  
Stalin's time. More precisely, their 
wealth, based on  was 
taken away from them and - as the 
last exploiting class in the Soviet 
Union - they were eliminated. To
wards the other social strata of the 

 were allies of the pro
letariat, the politics of the dicta
torship of the proletariat in the 
Soviet Union consisted in systematical
ly r a i s i n g the material and 
ideological level of these strata of 
the peasants. The decrease in grain 
production in the Soviet Union was 
the consequence   arson, 
hiding in the ground  destruction 
of grain by kulaks. This was just as 
much an accompanying phenomenon of 
class war as for example destruction 
during civil war. In the years after 

 had been completed 
grain production already reached the 
highest levels in the  of 
the country so far. 

In the criticism of Stalin's writing 
 Problems of Socialism in 
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the   attitude to
wards  peasants" and the policy 
of the  is dealt with in 
the following manner: 

 view is that the last of the 
three appended letters is entire
ly wrong. It expresses a deep un

 a belief that the 
 cannot be trusted to re

lease agricultural machinery but 
would hang on to  
("A Critique of Soviet  
London  See also pp.100, 
101   wir anders  

 1975, chapter "So
me Notes on  to Comrades  

 and  Around 1959" 
This chapter is not included in 
the English edition "A Critique 
of Soviet  - Translator's 
Note) 

Here too the language is very instruc
tive. "Cannot be trusted to release 
agricultural   this phrase 
alone reveals a total lack of under
standing of  relations, un
der which the means of production are 
no longer private property. 

The reproach of a lack of confidence 
in "the peasants", which is substant
iated with the establishment  the 
machine and tractor stations, in rea
lity is aimed at conserving relations 

 rural areas, at sabotaging socia
list  and transition 
to communism. If the peasants in the 
collective farms remained owners of 
important means of production, like 
machines and  then the trans 
formation of a significant part of 
the means of production into public 
property would be obstructed. The 
establishment of machine and tractor 
stations on the contrary means that, 
besides land, the most important 
means of production in agriculture 
are transformed into general public 
property, and as such are available 
to the peasants in the collective 
farms on specially easy terms. 

Directly opposed assertions contra
dicting this "criticism" are made 
in  of the  
Problems of Socialism in the  
which  below. 

 Slander eleven 
 Did Not Recognize the Way to Public Ownership 

"Stalin did not discover a way to 
make  transition from collective 
to public  
("A Critique of Soviet  
"Critique of Stalin's  

 

"Stalin is avoiding the issue, 
having failed to find a method or 
suitable formulation (On the trans
ition from collective to public 
ownership -   

 

However, in  Problems of 
Socialism in the  the entire 
second part of the "Reply to Comrades 

 and V.G.Venzher" is de
voted to this question. Here Stalin 
developed important guiding theses 
in this   the pamphlet 
"A Critique of Soviet Economics" 
does not deal with at all. 

As apparent  the foregoing cri
  path of transition from 

collective to public ownership 
as sketched by Stalin is rejected. 
However, this is done without going 
into the content of Stalin's theses. 

Precisely in the writing "Economic 
Problems of Socialism in the  
in  to Comrades  
and  Stalin showed very 
clearly how  property can be 

raised to the level of general pub
lic property. 

"The collective farm  an unusual 
kind of enterprise. It operates on 
land, and cultivates land which 
has long been public, and not col
lective-farm property. Consequent
ly, the collective farm is not the 
owner of the land it cultivates. 

Further, the collective farm oper
ates with basic implements of pro
duction which are public, not col
lective-farm property. Consequent
ly, the collective farm is not the 
owner of its basic implements of 
production. 
Further, the collective farm is a 
cooperative enterprise: it utili
zes the labour of its members, 
and it distributes its income am

 its members on the basis of 
workday units; it  its  
which is renewed every year and 
goes into production. 
What, then, does the collective 
farm own? Where is the collective 
farm property which it disposes 
of quite freely, at its own dis
cretion? This property of the 
collective farm is its product, 
the product of collective  

  butter, vegetables, 
 sugar     

not counting the buildings and 
the  husbandry of the col-
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lective farmers on their household 
 The fact is that a consid

erable part of this  the 
surplus collective-farm out-put, 
goes into the market and is thus 
included in the system of 
ty  It is  
this circumstance which now 
vents the elevation of 
farm property to the level of 
lic property. It is therefore pre
cisely from this end that  
work of elevating  
property to the  of  
property must be tackled. 
In order to raise  
property  the  of public 
property, the surplus collective-
farm output must be excluded from 
the system of commodity  

ion and included in the system of 
 between state 

industry and the collective farms. 
That is the  

 Problems of So
cialism in the  Peking 
edition  

The writer of the "criticism against 
Stalin" mentioned above - who ever 
it was - totally ignores the truism 
that the road to communism demands 
the raising of  property to 
the level of  public property 
and    of public 
property into group property, that 

 this the   commodity cir
culation must be restricted and fin
ally totally eliminated, and not 

 

 Slander twelve 
It     he  the Ideological 
and Political Conditions for the Transition to Communism 

 Critique of   
ticizes one passage in "Economic Prob
lems of Socialism in the  

 Stalin, in his polemics against 
 names at least three ba-

  which have to be 
fulfilled in the transition to 
munism. The criticism refers to the 
third  

"Stalin was speaking of culture 
when he proposed  three condi

 the phys ic al  
and education of  whole 

  but the political conditions 
are  
("A Critique of Soviet  
London  Taiwan  

Apart from the  that the theme 
of the  with Yaroshenko is. 

 field of economics, even in this 
context Stalin  evidently not only 
concerned with  chief economic 
conditions for the preparation of 
the transition  
ly  point  this can be seen. 
Stalin here  the all-round 
development of the physical and men

 capabilities of all members of 
  development  ac

tive participants in  develop
ment. To be  this is done from 
the point of view  the given theme, 
from  point of view   

 It is done in the context 
of a written polemics and not in the 
context of an  of 
ism-Leninism. 

In his   "Economic 
 of Socialism in   

Stalin is   with the po 
litical conditions of" the transition 
to communism,  with the transition 

 one form of  the eco
nomy of socialism, to another, 
higher form of economy, the eco
nomy of  

 Problems of 
Socialism  the  
edition  

At the Seventeenth Congress Stalin 
laid down in detail  ideological 
tasks which  have to  solved 
after the creation of socialist re
lations of production on the road to 

 thus, for example, over
coming the remnants of capitalism in 
the economy and in the consciousness 
of the people. (See Works 
388) 

Moreover, at the Eighteenth Congress 
 developed  in theory 

and expounded upon in detail a central 
political  - the Marxist-Len
inist  on  state. What is 
to happen with the state in the Sov
iet Union  the conditions of 
capitalist  the task of 
the transition to the building of com
munism is taken  (See "Report to 
the  Congress of the C.P. 
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o) Slander thirteen 
The Soviet Union  Stalin were  
After the Second World War 

The compilation published in Taiwan 
also contains an article from the 
"Pravda" of September 2,1964: an 
leged talk of Map Tse-tung with mem
bers of the Japanese Socialist Party. 
This alleged talk already served the 
Soviet revisionists as a base for 
their instigations. Mao Tse-tung is 
supposed to have said  this talk: 

 Soviet Union has occupied too 
many  Outer Mongolia 
...has been separated from China. 
They have also separated a portion 
from  called Bessarabia. 
They similarly separated areas 
from   piece of 
East Germany. They chased away all 
Germans living there to the Western 
part. Even from Poland they sepa
rated a piece and added it to 
te Russia. They separated another 
piece from Germany and attached 
it to Poland ate a compensation 
for the territories which they 
had separated from  and had 
given to White Russia. Finally, 
they also separated a  from 
Finland. All  could in any way 
separate they  In my 
opinion they should  have se
parated anything at all... Little 
more than a hundred years ago they 
separated the entire area east of 
Baikal lake with   
Haishenwai  and the 
Kamchatka peninsula. This account 
cannot be squared so easily. We 
still have not settled with them 
on this score. Therefore, as far 
as we are concerned your 
Is lands are no  they must 
be returned to  

 at the Reception of Sasaki, 
Kozo and other of the Japanese So
cialist    
Hamburg  - translated 
from the  

It is impossible to discuss at the 
level of such  These sta
tements imputed to Mao Tse-tung by 
"Pravda" are really nothing but 
imperialist propaganda against 

 Soviet Union which, in 
the period of the   
could  been found in any 
perialist newspaper as criticism 
of so-called "Soviet Great Power 

 

 the  China 
has never repudiated the agitation 
pursued by the Soviet revisionists 

 this quotation. 

In this  only briefly 
want to  

The writer of the above nationalist 
tirade against  Soviet Union 
reveals that h e has 

 no idea of the fundamen
tals of  foreign poli
cy, he shamelessly falsifies history, 
and adds grist to the mills of the 

  

In 194 7 the Information Bureau of 
the Soviet  published the bro
chure "Falsifiers of History (A hi
storical  

  which it repudi
ated similar accusations as nasty 

 brochure makes clear 
 at a time when Hitler-Germany 

was making massive preparations  a 
war against the Soviet Union, the 
territorial gains in Eastern Europe 
aimed solely at the maximum streng
thening of the  of the socia

 Soviet Union against fascist 
attack, at gaining positions- as 
vourable as possible - for the im
pending attack by  And 
as history shows, this was fully justi
fied. This is also true  the case of 
Finland which attacked the Soviet Union. 
The Finish   by 
the English and French  
did not reckon with the strength of 
the Soviet Army which inflicted a 
defeat on Finland. Since Finland did 
not alter its hostile attitude towards 
the Soviet Union and did not conclude 

 pact of mutual assistance with 
the Soviet Union, the Soviet Union 
was compelled to push  its 
borders in the area of Leningrad for 

 of its own  

This was a fully legitimate and Mar
xist-Leninist policy conforming to 
the approach of  to the na
tional question, namely, that the na
tional question, the question of the 
right of nations to  
must be subordinated to the cause of 
the working  to the world prole
tarian revolution. 

Regarding the policy of Stalin and 
the Soviet Union after World War II -
which here cannot be dealt with  
detail  imperialist  
ing"  Soviet Union of Great 
Power chauvinism cannot be accepted, 
but must be branded as slanders and 
attacks on the Marxist-Leninist for

 policy. 
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p) Slander fourteen 
Stalin is  for the  of  Mistakes 

A number of the   
akes are shifted to Stalin, again 
without giving any proof or naming 

 Specially Wang Ming's 
rors are presented as  mis
takes with regard to China. 

 did a number of wrong 
things in connection with China. 
The "Left" adventurism  by 
Wang Ming in the latter part of 
the Second Revolutionary Civil 
War period and his Right opportu
nism in the early days of the War 
of Resistance  Japan can 
both be traced to  
("On the Ten Major  

  

 we had followed Wang   
or in other words  methods 
the  revolution could  t 
have  
("Talks At the Chengtu Conference", 
1958,  Mao Talks to 
the People". Ed. by Stuart  
Pantheon Books, New York  

 Also in "Mao  Ham
burg  From the Taiwan 
source)  

In opposition to these  
must be emphasized that in his wri
tings and speeches Stalin had set 
forth and resolved in theory the fun
damental problems  the Chinese re
volution with a high degree of firm
ness in principles. Proceeding from 
the theses of Leninism about the re
volution in colonial and dependent 
countries Stalin fought the wrong 
views about the Chinese revolution, 
as they were put forth by the Trots-
kyites and by Chen Tu hsiu in China, 
and developed a correct  In his 

Selected Works, Volume I to IV, Mao 
Tse-tung emphasized in many passages 
of his writings on the democratic 
stage of the revolution in China  
correctness of the Comintern's and 
Stalin's line, which he propagated 
and  as his guide. 

In "Volume V" it is twice imputed to 
Stalin that he was gainst the victo
ry of the Chinese revolution: 

"At the time of the War of Liber
ation, Stalin first enjoined us 
not to press on with the revolut
ion, maintaining that if civil war 
flared up, the Chinese nation 
would run the risk of destroying 
itself." 
("On the Ten Major  

  

"The Chinese revolution won vict
 by acting contrary to   

 When our revolution succeed
 Stalin said it was a  

("Talks at the Chengtu Conference", 
March  Mao 
Talks to the   Stuart 
Schram,   Also 
in"Mao   From 
the Taiwan  

Not a single word is said about when 
and where Stalin made such statements 
and exhibited such intentions. However, 
if such statements are made about Sta

  practice - as similarly made 
earlier in the field of theory - with 
out the least bit of  without 
pointing out in any way to any docu

 one should not discuss them, 
but must repudiate them as being 
foul slanders! 

 Even though in the   
the Question of   wrong 

 are  to Stalin (Peking 
  the article 

 stresses the    
 responsibility: 

 its struggle against  

and Right opportunism therefore, 
our Party criticized only its own 

 comrades and never put  
blame on  
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q) The   Stalin" Obscure the Decisive Caesura  
 by the  of  Modern Revisionists After  

Stalin's Death 

In a speech at a conference of the 
secretaries of the Party committees 
Mao  is supposed to have said: 

 World War  the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union and cer
tain East European Parties no lon 
ger concerned themselves with the  
basic principles of Marxism. They 
no longer concerned themselves 
with class struggle, the dicta
torship of the  Party 
leadership, democratic centralism 
and the ties between the Party 
and the masses, and there  
much of a political atmosphere. 

 Hungarian incident was   
 

 "Volume  

Such a representation is not only a 
monstrous distortion and unscrupulous 
generalization  shortcomings really 
existing in the world communist move
ment after World War II. Above all, 
such a representation ignores Stalin's 
magnificent work of explaining, pro
pagating and defending the basic 

principles of Marxism-Leninism after 
World War II.  fight against 
emerging modern revisionism - docum
ented in writings like "Economic Pro
blems of Socialism in the  
and "Problems of  and in 
his fight against Tito-revisionism  
is  example and model for our 
struggle today. The representation 
in "Volume V" obscures the fact that 
the priciples of Marxism-Leninism 
were thrown overboard by modern re
visionism. It totally ignores that 
modern revisionism could gain the 
upper hand only after  death 
after it no longer had to fear Sta

 struggle - and that the deci
sive qualitative caesura only came 
with the Twentieth Congress of  

  

Thus, in effect, absurdly Stalin's 
 and then perhaps even the 

Twentieth Congress of the  
are  for Hungary, 
and  Marxism-Leninism and 
modern revisionism are  
treated alike. 
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   E N T  

Note 10  Stalin, Opposed the Absolutization of the Role of the 
Productive  

In his magnificent outline of dialectical and 
historical materialism in  of the  
correctly stressed that the forces of production were  
most mobile and revolutionary element of  

 Red Star Press   
history is a history of  s t r ug g 1  s  In his 
work  Problems of Socialism  the   
this view of the role of the productive forces as the "most 

 and revolutionary forces of p r o d u c t i o   
    emphasized precisely against 

the   absolutizing view about 
the role of the productive forces  

"the new  o f 
 (in socialism  Note) are the  and 

d e c i s i v e force, the one which in fact  the 
further   the productive 

  

Stalin thoroughly repudiated  
ist  from the right idea that the productive 

 are the most mobile and revolutionary  of produc
tion,  the idea to an  by asserting 

 "under  basic struggle  the building of a 
communist society  a struggle  the proper organization 
 the productive  and their rational  in social 

 rebuttal was topical in the  
against  revisionism and is so again today in the 

 against the revisionist line of the   
 as Yaroshenko had done  assert the primacy 

of the  of   primacy of economics 
against the class struggle of the politically organized working 
class and against the primacy of  
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D O C U M E N T  

 THE COMINTERN ABOUT THE CAUSES  THE  

DEFEAT OF THE CHINESE REVOLUTION  

IN 1927 

The attitude towards the causes for the defeat of 
the  Revolution in 1927 has ever since been the object of 
of a  struggle between   and the 
tunists of various  was  for the  
it at all correct to have entered into an agreement with the 
anti-imperialist sections of the  have co-operated 
with the  which the butcher Chiang Kai-shek  

  300 000 revolutionaries be  
  tortured to death in the cities? Was not this 

operation the decisive mistake? With a correct line would not 
victory have been achieved in 1927 itself? A dapper group of 
bourgeois sinologists and researchers on  of 

 liberals as well as the betrayers of the revolu
tion like the Trotskyists and other opportunists - all concur 
when it  to condemning Stalin and the Comintern and their 

  the Chinese   

(x) For   is reputed to be a friend of the 
Chinese  Stalin of having caused the defeat 
in   ominously about the "important research  
which "have  varying  responsibility 
for the    ("Red Star Over  revised 

 the other  has words of appreciation 
 the Trotskyist opposition in the   had 

fought against the  line. 

  was Stalin who led the Comintern that gave the 
Chinese  their tactical line and  

in 1926 and during the catastrophe of the spring of  
During those    disaster gathered 
above the heads of the Chinese  s line 
was subjected to continuous bombardment from the Opposition, 
dominated by  and  

 

Here we come across the main features of the "criticism" against 
Stalin which runs through all bourgeois literature on this 

 Who was responsible? Stalin! Why was he responsible?  
line itself was wrong because  led to the  Who 
was right? The bloc of the Rightists and Trotskyists  
the  line. 
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Taking  and  principles about the 
revolution in   dependent countries as 
the starting  would be a  analysis of 
the causes of the defeat in 1927? Against distortions and slan

  Marxist-Leninists must emphasize  

The e s s e n t i a l cause of the defeat lay 
in the o b j e c t i v e correlation of class  was 
unfavourable to the  was not at all possible for 
the revolution to have gained victory in  pointed  
out many   

 correct policy is by no means bound to lead always and 
without fail to direct victory over the  victory 
over the enemy is not determined by correct policy  
it is determined  and foremost by the correlation of 
class  a  preponderance of strength on the 
side of the  disintegration in   

 a favourable   

 On Contemporary   
in  Marxist-Leninist Study Series  the  
"Stalin on the Chinese  also 

    Study Series, 
 

The  credence to by the  
that a victory would have definitely been possible had the line 
of the   of the C.P. of China been  
a wrong notion which has  basis in the u n d e r - 

 of the immense role of the peasantry in the 
tion, its consciousness and preparedness for decisive  

 activity of the masses of the peasants in their millions 
had not yet fully  

On the other  was inevitable that as the 
class  all the agrarian  
large sections of the bourgeoisie which had at  fought in 
the national revolutionary united front of the  on the 
side of the revolution (as also Chiang  transform 
themselves into  on imperialism. 

The  was inevitable due to objective  
what was   the scale of the  
mowing down of the  Shanghai  
massive destruction of the cadres of the  of  
Right opportunism of the C.P. of  line which 

 the  and Stalin's  
great significance for the  of the  
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It is an undisputed fact that the line of  
 of China  to be   line of the leader

ship under Chen Tu-hsui was right  did not 
tate the masses towards the danger and the possibility that the 
mutual agreement with the Kuomintang could be  a few 
days prior to Chiang  despicable  Right 
opportunists declared in the Communist press in Shanghai that the 

 should not harbour mistrust towards Chiang  

One basic  of the opportunist leader
ship of the  of China was that it did not prepare the masses 
of the workers and peasants for the struggle against the bourgeoi
sie and its armed  did not train the masses in the con
sciousness that a sudden switch-over of Chiang Kai-shek and his 
people towards  was  it was 

 for the scale of the defeat was precisely this 
omission which should have armed the  only for the 
given  also  the future phase of   
a correct leadership   Party could have carried out 
the directives of the Comintern and could have worked towards 
that point of time when the leadership of the Kuomintang and 
Chiang  would expose themselves  the masses by 
opposing the agrarian   against the working 
class and by going over to the side  the counter-revolution. 

It should also be mentioned that  Report of 
the Executive Committee of the Communist International  
to the  World Congress of the Comintern declared straightout 

 representatives of the Comintern partly shared the respon
sibility  the serious  of the C.C. of the C.P. of 

 in the  analyzing the causes  
the  it is absolutely essential to  a distinction 
between  and the  correct line  the one 
hand and the right opportunist line of the then C.C. of the  
of China on the  

In 1926  and the Comintern repeatedly 
and urgently  that  basic ally of  proletariat 
was not  anti-imperialist sections of the  but the 
masses of the peasants in their  urged that the 
agrarian revolution should be advanced without any regard  the 

(x)   to the one   our  is taken. 
The concerned  is  of the Executive Committee of 
the Communist  International Situation and 
the Tasks of the  Protocol of the Sixth World 
Congress of the     
 Eds. 
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vacillating  national  and the  
 attention  the  the  

by the upswing of the  all the agrarian 
 was preparing for going over into the camp of 
 Stalin and the Comintern warned against  

the independence of the Communist Party and merging it with the 
   session the   uncovered the 

mistakes of the   China and emphatically demanded their 
 resolution of the plenary session of December, 

 a key role in the debate about the defeat in  
This resolution clearly indicated to the  of China that would 
have to choose between 

 prospect of a bloc with considerable sections of the 
bourgeoisie and the prospect of further consolidating its 
alliance with the  
(Seventh Plenum of the Enlarged   
"Resolution Concerning the Situation in   
Internationale  
from the   in the  

The warning was issued  

"Not to keep the issue of the agrarian revolution in the 
forefront in the programme  the national liberation 
ment for fear of losing the doubtful and treacherous 
ation of a section of the capitalist class is  is 
not revolutionary politics of the  
politics should be free from such  

  this brochure  

The C P . of China was asked to take measures 
which would advance the agrarian revolution into a new stage of 

  the brochure  was demanded that 
the armed might of the poor and middle peasants be  

  the brochure  intensified subversion of the 
reactionary armies as well as the energetic support and 
ance of the positive development  the revolutionary  
were also   the brochure  

The agrarian revolution was taken as the  
 and it was  

"The task of the  and their revolutionary allies 
is to penetrate into the apparatus of the new government 
in order to give practical shape to the agrarian programme 
of the national  can be achieved if the 
state apparatus is used to confiscate land and to reduce the 
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taxes as well as to vest the peasant committees with real 
 

  in the  

The resolution predicted the inevitable retreat of 
the bourgeoisie from the national revolutionary united front into 
the camp of   in the bro
chure and Eoint 8   in the  Ten months  
the Sixth Plenum had pointed out to the "withdrawl of certain 
sections of the Chinese big industrialists and the trading 

 from the national liberation  Seventh 
Plenum talked about a   in which there was 
co-operation between the proletariat and certain sections of the 
bourgeoisie and set the task  

 this  phase in  it is historically 
inevitable that the big bourgeoisie slowly withdraws from 
the  proletariat   all 
those sections of the bourgeoisie who are currently waging 
a revolutionary  against  

 6;  in the  

This task was concretized in the   

" a ) . Systematic and determined struggle against the ideo
logy of the right wing of Kai Chi-tao and its attempts to 

 the Kuomintang into a bourgeois party  
 Pinal constitution of a  wing and establishment of 

a close co-operation with it  
 Consequent criticism of the centrists vacillating bet
 the right and the   advancing the 

revolution and a compromise   
 16;  in the  

(x) While studying this very complicated question the reader  
keep in mind that the terms  bourgeoisie" and  
bourgeoisie" were  clearly  in these  is 

 is that the comprador bourgeoisie was that part of the Chi
nese bourgeoisie which had been directly bought by imperialism. 
If the term "national bourgeoisie" was used then  was in the 
sense of the entire  bourgeoisie and it was identical  
the term  which was also   
tions of the bourgeoisie like the  and petty bourgeoisie" 
were   Plenum of the Enlarged  

  Concerning the Situation in  
Point  the brochure  the   of the 

 Concerning the Question of  
Internationale  

 in the  
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For the sake of  writing of the  
of the   of March  weeks before Chiang 

  also be pointed  this the  of the 
 of China was warned against opportunist mistakes  

  the Chinese revolution is passing through a 
critical phase in connection with the  of the 
class forces and the concentration of the imperialist  
its further victories are possible only by means of a  
mined course towards developing  mass  is 
essential to retain the course  arming the workers  
and  transforming the peasant committees in 
the rural areas into real  of power with armed  

   Party should not conceal the  
  reactionary policies of the right Kuomintang and 

must mobilize the masses around the Kuomintang and  
Chinese Communist Party by e x p o s i n g the  

   
 from the  Emphases in the  

After Chiang    
confirmed the correctness of the line it had all through 
gated. 

 E.C.C.I. is of the view that the tactics of a bloc 
with  national bourgeoisie in the period of revolution 
already gone by was completely  tactics acquires 
it historical  only because the March towards 

 North was everywhere accompanied  a growth  the 
mass movement of the  and  trade  
peasant organizations and committees and finally that of 
the Communist   is also of the view that 
the presidium acted rightly when it simultaneously issued 
the directives to expose Chiang  occupy the most 
important strategic positions in the government apparatus 
as well as in the Kuomintang to isolate the Kuomintang 

 to orientate oneself towards the  
the same  E.C.C.I. sanctions the stance which the 
presidium took immediately after the coup by Chiang 
shek, expressed for the first time in the appeal published 
by the  immediately after the  
(Eight Plenum of the   of the 

 Concerning the Question of  
nationale  
Transl. from the   in the  
appeal mentioned here  the proclamation of the  
of  Internationale  

   f in the brochure). 
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When the  of   of  did not 
fundamentally change its line  of a  of criticisms 
by the   directly appealed to the members 
of the C.P. of China and called for a break with the opportunis
tic line  

 confidential instructions the Comintern has repeatedly 
very sharply criticized the leadership of the  of  
The Comintern has warned that it will publicly criticize the 
C.C of the Party if it fails to correct its mistakes. 

 the C.C. of the Party has rejected the 
structions of the  E.C.C.I. considers it to be 
its revolutionary duty to publicly call upon the members to 
struggle against the opportunism of the  Comintern 
considers it essential that these mistakes of the leading 
bodies of the C.P. of China be immediately rectified and 
brings this to the notice of all members of the C.P. of 

  

The E.C.C.I. calls upon  Party members to consolidate 
their ranks on the basis of the decisions  the Comintern. 
The  asks all Party members to take up a determined 

 against the opportunist deviations of the Party leader
ship. The E.C.C.I. notes  satisfaction the correct posi
tion of the Communist  League and the heroic struggle 
of the Party masses and expresses  conviction that the 
C.P. of China will  sufficient strength  itself to 

 its leadership and to expose the leaders who 
have violated the international discipline  the Comintern. 
It is necessary that the leaders of the  and  
organizations  Party members who have emerged during the 
civil war  should also attain significant influence in 
the CC of the Party  this way, since they are in close 
contact with all the Party  can help to overcome 
the opportunism of the present Party  

 of the   July,  Concerning the 
Present Situation of the Chinese  

 from the 
 the brochure  also the "Working 

Report of the E.C.C.I. for the period between the 5th and the 
6th World  "The Comintern Prior to the 
Sixth World   

 in the  

Mao Tse-tung often emphatically supported 
 analysis and that of the Comintern  the defeat of 

the Chinese Revolution in   place there is 
an  the course of the struggle against Chen Tu-
hsiu's Right opportunist  Tse-tung characterized this 
line to be the    its  in  
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consider this to be an  polemical exaggeration which 
completely omits the o b j e c t i v e causes of the  
But Mao  never repeated the same revisionist-Trotskyist 
nonsense that Stalin or the Comintern propagated a wrong line 
for China in this period which was responsible for the defeat 

 

January 1983 

Editorial Board of the  Study Circle. 

(x) In various places in Vol. I of his Selected Works Mao 
tung expressed himself correctly about the defeat in  
for this  Is It that Red Political Power Can Exist In  

 of Strategy in  Revolutionary War", 
 Tasks of the Chinese Communist Party in the 

Period of Resistance to   is also 
correctly stated in "Resolution on Some Questions in the History 
of our  to Mao  Study and the 
Current  this we have 
the above-mentioned passage from "On Tactics Against Japanese 

 also the Joint Statement of the 
torial Boards of Rote  Kommunist and Gegen die 

 Towards the Evaluation of the Teachings 
and the Work of Mao     
GDS  ed. October  

(xx) By the  Hoxha asserts precisely something in this 
 sheds significant light on the amount of truth in 

his "Investigations" of Mao   criticizes 
Mao Tse-tung that he had held  Comintern and its representa
tives to be responsible for the defeats of the C.P. of China. 

  still owes us proofs for this  
 and the  

ed.) 
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 I V 

 

 are publishing here Mao  
speech "THE GREATEST FRIENDSHIP", held on the occasion of  
death in  consider it to be one of the most solid 
tributes to  contributions towards the victory of the 
world proletarian revolution. 

It is not by chance that this speech is not in
cluded in "Volume  of Mao   out by the 
present leadership of the C.P. of   only proves how 
sidedly revisionist the selection of Mao Tse-tung's writings 
from this period  such Marxist-Leninist  like this 
speech are anathema to the present-day leaders of the C.P.  

 

We are publishing this speech by Mao Tse-tung 
in the full consciousness of the  that this writing by no 
means really represented the  guideline of the  
of China  the 20th Congress of the  
this    has taken a Marxist-Leninist 
attitude towards Stalin. 
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 I V 

The Greatest Friendship 

M A O  

JOSEPH  STALIN, 

greatest genius of the present age, great 

teacher of the world Communist  

comrade-in-arms of the immortal  has 

departed from the world. 

 Stalin has made an inestimable 

contribution to our era by his theoretical 

and practical activities. Comrade Stalin 

represents our entire new era. His activities 

have led the Soviet people and the 

people of all countries to transform the whole 

world situation: the cause of justice, of 

 Democracy and Socialism has 

  on a tremendous scale over 

a   one-third  the 

  than 800 million 

 moreover, the  this victory 

is spreading daily to every corner of the 

globe. 

The death of Comrade Stalin has 

aroused unparalleled and profound grief 

among the working people of the whole 

112 

 it has stirred the hearts of  

people throughout the world. This 

monstrates that Comrade  cause and 

his ideas have gripped the hearts of the 

broad  of the people throughout the 

world and have become an invincible  

a force that will guide those peoples who are 

already victorious  one fresh  

to another and lead all who are  

ing under the oppression of the old,  

capitalist world to strike courageously at the 

 enemies. 

After  death of  Comrade 

Stalin led the Soviet people in  

into a magnificent socialist  the first 

 state in the world, which he, 

gether with the great Lenin, created  

the October Revolution. The victory of 

socialist construction in the Soviet Union  

not only a victory of the Soviet people, but 

also a common victory of the people of the 

whole world.  this victory proved 

 real life the absolute correctness of 

 and gave concrete 
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struction to the working people throughout 

the world how they should advance towards 

 happy life. Secondly, this victory 

ensured that humanity would have the 

strength to defeat the fascist beasts during 

the Second World War. The achievement 

of victory in the  war would have 

been inconceivable without the victory of 

socialist  in the Soviet Union. 

The fate of all mankind was bound up with 

the victory of socialist construction in the 

Soviet Union and victory in the  

war, and the glory of these victories must 

go to our great Comrade  

Comrade Stalin carried out a 

hensive and epoch-making  

of Marxist-Leninist theory and  

Marxism to a  stage of development. 

 Stalin creatively developed  

theory concerning the law of the uneven 

development of capitalism and  

theory that Socialism can first be  

in one  Comrade  creatively 

contributed the theory of the general crisis 

of the capitalist  he contributed  

theory concerning the building of Com

munism in the Soviet  he contributed 

the theory of the basic economic  of 

modern capitalism and of  he con

tributed the theory of the revolution  

colonial and semi-colonial countries. Comrade 

Stalin also creatively developed  

theory on the building of the Party. All 

these creative theories of Comrade Stalin 

further united the workers throughout the 

world, further united the oppressed classes 

and the oppressed peoples throughout the 

world, and thereby enabled the struggle for 

the emancipation and well-being of the 

 working class and all oppressed 

 and the victories in this  to 

 unprecedented proportions. 

All Comrade  writings are im

mortal works of Marxist literature. His 

 of  History of  

     Soviet  ion 

 and his last great work 

   of Socialism  the 

 comprise an encyclopaedia of 

 a summing-up of the 

 of the world Communist 

ment in the past hundred years. His speech 

at the 19th Congress  of the Communist 

  the Soviet Union  a precious 

 bequeathed   Communists of all 

eon  of the world. We Chinese 

munists, like the Communists of all other 

countries,  our own road to victory in the 

 works of Comrade Stalin. 

Since the death of Lenin. Comrade Stalin 

has at all times been the central figure in the 

world Communist movement. We rallied 

round him, ceaselessly asked his advice  

ceaselessly drew ideological strength from 

his works. Comrade Stalin was full of 

warm love for  oppressed peoples  the 

East.  not forget the  was 

Comrade Stalin's great call after the October 

Revolution. Everyone knows that Comrade 

Stalin warmly loved the Chinese people and 

regarded the might of the Chinese revolution 

as immeasurable. He contributed his lofty 

wisdom to the problems of the Chinese 

revolution. And  was by following the 

teachings of Lenin and Stalin, and with the 

 of the great Soviet state and all the 

revolutionary forces of other countries, that 

 Communist Party of China and the 

Chinese  won their historic victory a 

 years ago. 
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Now    our   ami 

most sincere   What 

a misfortune this  It is impossible to 

express in words  sorrow which this 

fortune has brought us. 

Our task is to transform sorrow into 

 In memory of our great teacher 

Stalin, the  friendship linked with 

the name of Stalin, which exists between 

the Communist Party of China and the 

Chinese people and the Communist Party 

of the Soviet Union and the Soviet people, 

will be immeasurably strengthened. Chinese 

Communists and the Chinese people will 

further intensify the study of  teach

ings, of Soviet science and techniques, to 

build their  

The  Party of the Soviet 

  a party personally reared by Lenin 

and  it is the most advanced party 

in the world, the most experienced and the 

best trained in theory. This Party has been 

our model in the past, is our model now and 

will remain our model in the future. We are 

 confident that the Central Com

mittee of the Communist Party of the Soviet 

Union and the Soviet Government, headed 

by Comrade  will certainly be able 

to follow Comrade Stalin's  to advance 

and carry to greater glory the great cause of 

 

There is not the slightest doubt that 

the world camp of  democracy and 

Socialism headed by the Soviet Union will 

be still more united and become still more 

 

In the past thirty years, Comrade 

 teachings and the example of Soviet 

   

socialist construction have made the world 

advance with giant strides. Now that the 

Soviet Union has become so  the 

Chinese  revolution has obtained 

such great   in the 

various People's Democracies has brought 

such enormous   movement 

of the peoples throughout the world against 

oppression and aggression has risen to such 

 our front of friendship and 

solidarity is so   

finitely declare that we are not afraid of any 

imperialist aggression. Any imperialist 

aggression  be smashed by  all foul 

provocations will be of no avail. 

The reason that the great friendship 

between the peoples of China and the  

Union is unbreakable is precisely because our 

friendship  been built on the great 

  of internationalism of Marx, Engels, 

Lenin and Stalin. The friendship between 

the  of China and the Soviet  

and the peoples of the various People's 

Democracies, as well as all people who love 
peace, democracy  justice in every 

 of the world, is also built upon this great 

principle 6f  and is therefore 

also unbreakable. 

Clearly, the strength created by our 

friendship, which is of this kind, is 
haustible and truly invincible. 

Let  imperialist aggressors and 

 tremble before our great 

ship  

Long live  teachings of Marx,  

Lenin and Stalin! 

The glorious name of the great  

is  
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