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  MUST BE ASSESSED ON THE BASIS OF  

THE PRINCIPLES OF MARXISM-LENINISM 

For a long time now, particularly since the death of Mao 
Tse-tung in 1976 and the take-over of power in China by the  

 since the 180 degree turn of the Party of Labour of 
Albania against Mao  the C.P. of China and the Chinese 
lution in  an important and intense ideological debate has been 
taking place internationally on the question of evaluating Mao 
tung and his work. In the course  this debate  and 
splits among the forces understanding themselves to be Marxist-
Leninists have taken place and continue to do so. 

The   what should be the stand of the Commu
nists in this debate? We think, it is possible to make a  and 
principled evaluation of Mao Tse-tung and his work only on the basis  
of the theory of   by taking  of  

  Lenin and Stalin as the starting point. To correctly 
appraise  his theory and  as far as they are known to 

 must be confronted  the principles of Marxism-Leninism. 

In. this question of evaluating Mao Tse-tung and his work we 
are confronted by two major  both of which we decisively 

 On the one  we have those  led by the  
which totally condemn Mao Tse-tung in the manner of the 

 This trend asserts that Mao  had never in fact 
been a  that he had never at any point of time 

 as a proletarian   that  the C.P.  
China had never been a genuine Communist  While making such 
sweeping judgements these forces do  make even the faintest 
attempt at analysing Mao  original   
ences to bourgeois sources, lies and slanders abound. Even  
with the aim of   they do take a look at genuinely 
controversial positions of Mao Tse-tung, or even at his real mis

 this is  from anti-Marxist, anti-Leninist standpoints. 
In their evaluation there is not even the semblance of an effort to 
include   historically indisputable  

While opposing this trend, which totally condemns Mao 
 we cannot  to  a more lenient view of those  

  the banner of upholding  Tse-tung  or even 
 give themselves the air of being the  1  of 

(x) Though in the face of the obvious collapse of the international 
trend led  the PLA some of these  are becoming increasingly 

 in   to the  
6 
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Mao  The most diverse  among them those belonging to 
the  Internationalist  come under this 

 Often these forces vary in their understanding of "Mao 
tung  in  attitudes and lines, - we will elaborate on 
some important aspects of these later - but, it can be seen very well 
that in reality they are in no position to really defend them. 

Their  and  of Mao Tse-tung is charac
terized by vulgarization and caricaturization of his world-histori
cal merits  a few phrases, half-truths about Mao Tse-tung, eupho
ric  which the class-conscious worker can already sense 
to be the prelude to tearing him down,  be the prelude to attacking 
his correct Marxist-Leninist theses  for example, his correct thesis 
that political power grows out of the barrel  a  the prelude 
to attacking   Lenin and above all Stalin. 

As we see, this trend does not take from us the task of defen
ding Mao Tse-tung against false  On the other hand, this 
trend instinctively and full of enthusiasm takes  precisely the  
mistakes  Mao Tse-tung and the  of China, mistakes  re
quire a well-founded Marxist-Leninist criticism and which do not  
mit us to defend his entire work in an unqualified  

Our ideological struggle on two fronts against both these trends 
aims at defending the teachings of  Engels, Lenin and  
Stalin. Basing ourselves on their  we defend that  
is genuinely Marxist-Leninist in Mao  work. But we at 
the same time also expose his mistakes as well as those of  

 of China during his  V/e do not think that all  
Mao  views and his entire politics were at all points  
of time in conformity with  or even represented  
its further epochal development. 

We defend Mao  undeniable Marxist-Leninist  
 all his   work concerning the anti-imperia

list and anti-feudal revolution in China, his contributions to the  
struggle against  revisionism and his excellent role in. 
initiating the Cultural Revolution in China. 

At the same time, we criticize his revisionist errors, expressed 
particularly in his writings of  His attitude towards the  
national bourgeoisie in the socialist  of the revolution funda 
mentally contradicts  This erroneous position was 
later corrected,  was sought to be corrected in the Great Proletar
ian Cultural   without any public self-
criticism. 
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Mao Tse-tung's most fundamental and world-historical achieve
ment is that he led the 600 million peoples of China to victory in 
the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal stage of the Chinese revolution, 
shoulder to shoulder with all the other forces  the world prole
tarian revolution and with the help of the socialist Soviet Union  
Stalin. 

He applied  concretized the fundamental principles of 
tion in  semi-colonial and dependent countries, as 
ted by Lenin and Stalin, in a masterly way and in accordance with 
the fundamental  of the Comintern to the various phases in 
the democratic revolution of  

Mao  works from Volume I to IV, dealing above all 
with the democratic stage of the revolution in China, represent a 

 Marxist-Leninist treasury  experience. They must be  
and made use of by the Communists of the entire  

These  principles,  were  and concre
tized by Mao Tse-tung in a principled way  the  phases of 
the Chinese revolution  

©In these countries the stage of the democratic revolution Is a 
pre-requisite  the transition to the socialist revolution and 
the dictatorship of the proletariat. The agrarian revolution and the 
anti-imperialist revolution are both  and  

(x) Inspite of this fundamental positive evaluation of Mao  
works  this period we do see some problems and have some points 
of criticism. These relate mainly to certain  in rela
tion to the problems of transition to the socialist revolution, 
concrete  in parts of the democratic revolution 
and some concrete, perhaps exaggerated formulations of Mao Tse-tung 
in the struggle against dogmatism and sectarianism in the inner-
Party  All these points, mentioned in passing   
still to be  by us in greater detail. 
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constituent parts of the democratic  They have to be 
tactically correctly combined in   the concrete 
conditions existing  

©In the   which is the fundamental part of 
the united front with all the anti-imperialist and anti-feudal  
it is absolutely essential to wage the struggle for working class  
hegemony. Without the leadership of the proletariat and  Party it 
is not possible to gain victory in the democratic stage of the revo
lution.  

©In these  during the democratic stage of the   
temporary  and blocs with a section of the bourgeoisie are  
fundamentally   

 creation of armed forces is a basic pre-requisite for the 
victory of the democratic revolution. 

©Already in the stage of the democratic  the maximum 
programme of the Communist  the establishment of  
ship of the  the building of socialism and  
must be propagated. 

©The democratic revolution must be propagated and carried out as 
a part of the world proletarian revolution. The alliance with the 
proletariat of the imperialist countries as well as with the 
tariat and  peoples of the oppressed  the  
with the existing socialist country or countries  if any   be 
propagated and practised as unconditional necessities of proletarian 

 

 one of Mao  most outstanding achieve
ments was his teachings on revolutionary  on revolutionary mili
tary strategy and  The military strategy of protracted  

  of  the cities from the  the 
creation of red   was developed and carried out by him in 

 conditions of China through a fierce ideological  

In the world communist movement there has definitely been a 
tendency to mechanically copy some of the experiences of the Chinese 
revolution. On the other  great fundamental teachings of the 
Chinese  as elaborated by us  were  copied well 

 They were not really taken into consideration in theory and 
practice. 

In this context we wish to  In order to learn 
correctly from the experiences of other  including the 
Chinese  it is necessary to study them  

9 
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  Bits and pieces and partial 
periences should not arbitrarily be picked out. The 

 of these experiences to the struggle in    
the conclusions by analogy  as Marxism-Leninism has shown 
in many  that both  as well as 

 of the countries and revolutions which have 
to  compared must be known exactly. 

 example, the Chinese military strategy of encircling the 
cities from the countryside has  been taken to be automatically 
applicable to all colonial, semi-colonial and dependent countries, 
including India. In this question we think that the following points 
must be taken as a starting point to at all create a base for a 
fruitful discussion: 

 this question we can and must go back to Lenin and Stalin, 
who had worked out important theses on the Chinese revolution and on 
the revolution in semi-feudal, semi-colonial, colonial countries. 
For  the thesis that the main army of the revolution in these 
countries will be the masses of the working peasantry under the lea
dership of the proletariat, that in their essence  not in their 
entire scope) the national wars were the wars of the peasant masses. 
The  principle successfully worked  in  course of the 
Chinese revolution had already been recognized in a germinal way by 
Stalin one year  the  in   See Stalin, Works  
p. 260). 

The categories  and "village" should not be taken to be 
identical with the categories proletariat and peasantry.  demagogy 
should be carried out with these  The thesis of encircling the 
city  the villages in no way means an encirclement  the pro
letariat by the  a hegemony of the peasantry over the pro
letariat. It  neither an expression of class  nor of the 
political leadership in the democratic stage of the revolution. 

 is necessary to examine point by point all Mao  s 
passages on this topic and see the conditions under  these theses 
have been derived and to what extent transfers to other countries 
were at all in his mind. In this question,  as we have said 
earlier, the concrete conditions of China must be analysed so  
there is no schematic application of the Chinese   is 
important to keep in mind the fundamental  emphasized by 
Mao,  that the principles of Marxism-Leninism must be applied to  
the conditions of  own  

The very important  should  be overlooked that in China 
the developing armed struggle came under the leadership of the C.P. 
of China only   armed struggles of the proletariat had 
already taken place in the cities,  the C.P. of China had already 
become a real  amongst the masses of the Chinese people and 
many thousands of workers  a communist consciousness had become 
the leading troops of the Red Army consisting of hundreds of thousands 
of  This historical experience is ideologically linked  
the necessity of the hegemony of   
10 



223 

In India there was and is a trend among the forces calling 
  not to understand the encirclement of 

the cities from the countryside to be a military  It is 
looked upon to be more a  class-based   the  
tasks of the democratic revolution. Such an understanding is linked 
up with an insufficient regard for the necessity of attaining 
tarian  and keeping   in the forefront right 
from the beginning. It has led and leads to neglecting the question 
of building the Party among the industrial proletariat in the cities. 
It has led to and leads to creating illusions about the fact that the 
agrarian revolution can be carried out without achieving a real 
mony of the proletariat. 

Criticism of such tendencies does not mean a complete 
rejection of the applicability of  military principle itself in 
colonial, semi-colonial and dependent  V/e only think it is 
problematic to apply this principle mechanically to all such  

Another instance where certain secondary and temporary 
periences of the Chinese revolution have been and are generalized 
is the  during the  anti-imperialist war of 
national  often leading to right errors in the alliance 
policy. We think that the experience of the period of the anti-
Japanese war in China must be seen as a part of the great  
fascist world war. Mao  evaluation of the sections of the 
comprador bourgeoisie must be viewed in the context of the evalua
tion of the U.S.A. on a world scale and in the  of U.S. 
cipation in the anti-Hitler coalition. 

In  situation, in the case of all semi-feudal countries 
occupied by  imperialist power it would be i n c o r r e c t 
to enter into an alliance   sections of the comprador 
bourgeoisie dependent on imperialists currently not occupying, or 
who  not yet occupied, the  In  today, for 

 it would be incorrect in the struggle against Russian 
social imperialism to make alliances with sections of the pro-Ameri
can, pro-West-European comprador  

(x) A prime example of recommending just such an alliance in 
 in India and internationally  is the Satya  

Singh (SNS)  (See  Tasks and the Present  
Political Resolution of the   Adopted on  
pp. 26,  30). Similarly the  Mishra group among others. 

11 
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These views do  correspond to Marxist-Leninist theory. In 
practice they supported the attempts of the  revision
ists to bring about a class reconciliation between the proletariat 
and the bourgeoisie in the world communist  

According to Marxism-Leninism the capitalist relations of 
production and the bourgeoisie  be destroyed at one  As 
Stalin elaborated, there is the  or less  phase of the NEP 

 Economic Policy) which is generally valid.    
 On the economic level, the bourgeoisie can be eliminated only 

step by step.  too, is possible  when the bourgeoisie 
no  has  share in political  It is  possible to 
build socialism  the dictatorship of the proletariat over the 

  

IV. 

THE  OF CHINA'S LINE UNDER MAO TSE-TUNG  

FROM 1957 UP TO HIS DEATH 

While trying to make a comprehensive evaluation of Mao. Tse-

MAO  VIEWS ON THE TRANSITION FROM THE DEMOCRATIC  

TO THE SOCIALIST REVOLUTION ARE PARTLY UNCLEAR AND  

 CONTRADICT  

In  Mao  most decisive mistake con
sists in his views regarding the transition from the democratic to 

 socialist   this must corres
pond to the. transition from the dictatorship of all anti-imperialist 
and anti-feudal classes and forces to the dictatorship of the pro

 The dictatorship of the proletariat is an instrument of 
the proletariat to destroy the  At  following the 
victory in 1949 in  the fundamental internal contradiction 
was seen to be that between the  and the  
(See Mao Tse-tung, Selected Works IV,  also    But 
in his most central writing  the Correct Handling of Contradic
tions Among the  Mao Tse-tung held the dictatorship of 
the proletariat to be possible along with  political alliance with 
the national bourgeoisie. He even proceeded from the  that the 
construction of socialism was possible while allying politically 
with this  (Selected Works Vol. V,   
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tung's writings  the victory of the democratic stage of the 
revolution in 1949 up to his death one encounters great  

 in  cannot be overcome in the near  

There exist very, very few authorized writings by Mao 
tung from this  There exist very few exact analyses by him 
of the total development taking place in China after 1949 which make 
it possible to exactly  the concrete historical and political 

 There exist very few documents on the  struggle 
and on Mao  exact position in this  especially in 
the period after 1970. What is authentically  are very often 
isolated statements, brief theses, positions and quotes, the context 
of which is  unclear. 

An evaluation of Mao  works during this period 
   the drawback that it will basically be an eva

luation of the C.P. of    is not necessarily always 
identical with. Mao Tse-tung's work, for  however, Mao Tse-tung, 
being the leader of the C.P. of  must share  

Often the view is put forward that the C.P. of China followed 
a consequent Marxist-Leninist course up to 1976, which was then 
abruptly changed into its opposite after the seizure of power by the 
Teng-Hua  Such a conception does not correspond to facts 
It also does not allow us to really understand  happened in 
China and  it happened. Such an approach makes  Impossible 
to lay bare the ideological roots of the present-day line of the  
of  To make it clear that these roots are contained in the 
earlier documents of the  of China, for  in the  of 
the C.P. of China and also in certain views of Mao  

While evaluating this period after 1957 in the  of  
history, we find  to some extent, the C.P. of  struggle  
against modern revisionism has been  

Under   the C P . of China first took a 
wavering position on the  20th Congress and supported it 
at least in  It was only   that the C.P. of China 
publicly opposed the main positions of the modern revisionists and 
encouraged the anti-revisionist forces the world over to do the 
same. Though this struggle of the C.P.  China suffered from many 
shortcomings and errors, it must be defended as an energetic  
ing in the struggle against  revisionism. However, it 
is important to overcome the mistakes and deficiencies of this 
struggle in the spirit of self-criticism. 
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At the Meeting of the  of the socialist  in 
  that of the Communist Parties of the entire world in  

the  revisionists made an  attempt to impose 
their revisionist programme, proclaimed at their 20th Congress, upon 
the Communist Parties of the entire world and to make it universally 

 The  that  here above all the Communist 
 of China and the Party of Labour of  to oppose 

modern revisionism, especially Khrushchevite revisionism at these 
international forums and took  the struggle to defend the  
of  

This   the anti-revisionist  against the 
Khrushchevite revisionists was  by compromises such that 
one could find   d.ocuments of these two Meetings radically 
contradictory standpoints on a series of questions, which even went 
so  as to  stuck together in a single sentence. In these 

 in many questions of fundamental importance  the world 
communist movement,  and  Marxist-Leninist and  

 theses are to  side by     

Through this behaviour of the C.P. of China and the PLA  
was not  all possible to make out: 

 positions in the 1957 and 1960 Declarations were considered 
revisionist and which  

-which of the positions that the C.P. of China and the other 
Marxist-Leninist Parties wanted to employ against modern revi
sionism were themselves wrong, revisionist. 

Some crass examples of compromises, wrong and contradictory 
positions in the documents are: 

 20th Congress  the C.P.S.U. is praised to the skies. 
(Documents of the Meeting  the Representatives of the Communist 
and   Moscow, Nov. Dec. 1960, Communist Party 
Publication, December 1960, pp.  

-the peaceful parliamentary path is  On the one hand 
it is   teaches, and experience  that the 
ruling classes never relinquish power  on the 
very same page this guiding principle is  overboard and It 
is said: "the working class  secure a firm majority in 
parliament, transform parliament from an instrument serving the 

 Interests of the  into an instrument serving 
the working  for peaceful realisation of the socialist 
revolution".   

 to  declaration, the 1960 declaration asserts 
that restoration of capitalism is no longer possible in  
Soviet Union.    

14 
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Thus a correct  line was not laid down in  
these  The revisionist theses depreciated the value of the 

  t  Taken as a whole, these 
documents were of no use in the ideological struggle and became a 
vehicle of propagating revisionist ideas with the highest of 

 The fact that the C.P. of China and the PLA took up   
tely defensive position and for years did not publicly, or if it was 
done,  was wrongly  explain their stand on these documents, 
the fact that they did not counter  theses with an offen

 propaganda of Marxist-Leninist principles and standpoints, 
offered the Khrushchevite revisionists all the possibilities of 
singling out those positions which suited them and presenting them
selves to be the true defenders of the line of these documents. A 
complete perplexity and confusion overtook the international commu
nist movement because no really offensive ideological struggle could 
be waged by such a behaviour but that of making the  choice 
and interpretation  the completely contradictory contents of  
documents of 1957 and 1960. 

Marxist-Leninists do not bargain over principles. Ideological 
contradictions  b e     
o  e n and the  proletariat must be educated 
on the  of these  Compromises which lead 
to the dimming of the class-consciousness must not be entered 

 Marxist-Leninists  always demand the unconditional 
freedom to make Marxist-Leninist propaganda. 

In 1963 the Chinese Communist Party started an open polemic 
with the Khrushchevite revisionists in the documents of the "Great 

  these documents contain correct Marxist-Leninist 
positions in a number of issues which can be used in the ideological 
battle against the modern  they are  characterized 
by errors in some very  questions and  

 be taken today as a   the international 
communist  

Some fundamental errors in these documents  

-the possibility of two  to socialism, one peaceful and the 
 is advocated. Thus there is a deviation from the correct 

thesis that only the violent revolution of the armed proletariat, as 
the  of the armed  masses, is capable of smashing the 
state apparatus.  See Point  of the  

-In the problem of how to combine the struggle against internal 
reaction  the  against external reaction, it is one-sidedly 
stressed that the struggle  external reaction is primary  

15 
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 countries of the  By means of false absolutization, only 
 imperialism is considered to    reaction.  

3  the   

 Second Comment of the  criticizes Stalin   
and without  Thus the C.P. of China does not repudiate the 
attacks of the modern revisionists against Stalin. 

-The necessity of the agrarian revolution in the colonial and 
 semi-feudal countries  not mentioned  

-In these documents the expression of criticisms only internally 
is upheld as the absolutely obligatory norm of the relations 
between fraternal Marxist-Leninist parties. (See Comments 1 and 7)  

  with the Great Proletarian Cultural  a 
  class struggle was launched under the leader

ship of Mao against the bourgeoisie and  revisionist forces in 
the Communist Party   The line of continuing class struggle, 
of consolidating an all-round dictatorship of the bourgeoisie  
propagated. Till today this inspiring struggle against bureaucratism 
and revisionism, against the bourgeoisie in  Party, provokes en
raged cries from  opportunists of all hues. They find 
particularly reprehensible the method of carrying out the internal 
Party debate openly and publicly before the masses. 

On the theoretical and ideological levels, however, the C.P. 
of  incorrect line on the national bourgeoisie was to a large 
extent not  analysed. Instead,  writing "On the 
Correct Handling of Contradictions Among the People" was widely 
gated and distributed, and precisely in the "Red Book" that passage 
quoted which declared the  of the antagonistic 
diction between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie to a non-anta
gonistic one to  possible under the conditions of China. 

Advocating the use of  i.e., democratic, 
persuasive methods towards the bourgeoisie instead of dictatorship 
and force means abandoning one of the most central ideas of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat, namely, that of the forced oppress
ion and annihilation  the bourgeoisie. It means adopting the revi
sionist thesis of the "democratic road to socialism". 

The Cultural Revolution itself was an example In practice of 
the  of resolving  contradiction between the prole
tariat   bourgeoisie by any means but those of "class struggle". 
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It showed the necessity of continuing class struggle under the dic
tatorship of the 

V. 

CAN MAO TSE-TUNG BE REGARDED TO BE A CLASSIC AUTHOR  

IN THE SAME RANKS AS   LENIN AND STALIN? 

To a large extent, Mao  prestige originates from 
the  prestige acquired by the Chinese democratic revolution and 
the heroic Chinese people led by him during his decades long armed 
struggle in  

As we have  indicated, his works prior to 1949 are a 
 application of  to  They are an 

important concretization of  and  teachings  colo
 semi-colonial and dependent  But in our opinion 

  can they be looked upon as a f u n d a m e n t a l 
further development of the  of  Engels, Lenin and 
Stalin for the problems of the world proletarian revolution. 

Particularly since 1966,  with the beginning of the 
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution - the inspiring  against 
the revisionists in  - the conception gained ground with many 
parties that, like Stalin carried on the cause of Marxism-Leninism 
on a world-wide scale after Lenin's death, now Mao Tse-tung  
take in hand the task of the world-wide defence of Marxism-Leninism, 
of  and carrying on the theory and practice of the world 
proletarian revolution, that he would work  the unity of  
world communist movement and in this way place himself in the same 
ranks as that of Marx, Engels, Lenin  Stalin. 

 possibility was not realized by Mao Tse-tung.  is not 
only  Mao  committed serious mistakes around  in the 
question of the dictatorship of the proletariat and did not later 
publicly   them. He also did not take over, 
like Stalin after Lenin's death, the role of the leader  the world 
communist movement and did not wage an all-round ideological and 
theoretically consequent struggle against modern revisionism. The 

 steps to form a  of the world communist  in 
1963 (the 25 Point  contained some serious mistakes. It 
was also not followed up, discussed or corrected. In the absence of 
such a platform   communist movement went through a process 
of splits, ideological disunity and decimation, so that today it 

 itself in a very  condition. 
17 
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Since the  Mao Tse-tung practically no longer inter
vened in the great ideological struggles of the  communist 
movement by means of comprehensive  brochures or  
Even the meetings with the leaders of other Communist Parties ceased 
towards the end of the  and the beginning of the  In the 
appeals of this period to the peoples of  world he absolutized 
in part the struggle  U.S. imperialism and neglected the 
struggle against the other  

 it cannot be said that after  death Mao 
tung took over the continuation of the work of  Engels, Lenin 
and Stalin at their niveau. We therefore conclude that it is 

 to put Mao Tse-tung in the same ranks as Marx, Engels, 
Lenin and Stalin. 

 

THE MODERN RUSSIAN  ATTACKS  

AGAINST MAO TSE-TUNG MUST BE REPUDIATED 

It was the modern Russian revisionists who  began to 
conduct virulent campaigns against Mao Tse-tung after it became clear 

 he was not going to subordinate to  One of the most grave 
mistakes of the  communist movement has been not to 
have gone deeper in the struggle against the modern revisionists and 
not to have rebutted their attacks against Mao Tse-tung more  
It was precisely because of this insufficient struggle against the 
modern  attacks that, for  Enver Hoxha could 
repeat them almost verbatim. Similarly, it was also a grave mistake 

 the international Marxist-Leninist movement did not take note 
of Mao Tse-tung's ascertainable mistakes during his life-time and 
did not publicly and in a solidarist  criticize them in time. 

This deficiency has to be made  The so-called 
 of the modern revisionists against Mao Tse-tung must be 

diated as being an attack against that which is  in 
his work. It must also be shown that their  of genuine 
mistakes, too, follows from   anti-Leninist stand
points. 

The modern revisionists direct their attacks mainly 
against Mao's teachings about  war and the  demo
cratic  which they confront with their own theses of 

 transition. 

Unsuccessfully they try to repudiate Mao  com
pletely correct views about  significance of revolutionary  
revealing the revisionist character of their own  

18 
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 theory of   is based on a   
theory of  It does not connect the victory over 

 with the  superiority of  but with 
the use of the means of armed struggle, with smashing the 
tary and political apparatus  of imperialism in military 

 
  - ein ideologischer und  Gegner des 

  - Ideological and Political 
Opponent of  Berlin, 1974,  from the Ger 
man  

Violent revolution, the preparation of the proletariat and 
the working masses  the revolutionary smashing of the state appa
ratus of the power of imperialism as the only way to eliminate ex
ploitation and oppression, this is  acceptable to the revisionists 
because it is Marxist-Leninist and  at all compatible   
"peaceful  

 reproach of theirs is directed against Mao  

 strategy of "encircling the cities from the villages" which 
they say originates from his "anti-proletarian" attitude. They know 
very well that Mao Tse-tung repeatedly   it is led by 
the proletariat, the  revolution  possibly  
(Selected Works II, p. 325). Without  even a glimmer of evi
dence they dismiss such statements as being  declarative" and 
assert that   was completely  from such 
declarations. ("A Critique of Mao Tse-tung's Theoretical Conceptions" 
Progress  Moscow, 1972,  

By calling him a peasant philosopher and saying,  took 
the activities of the proletariat less seriously than those of the 

  der  Grundlagen und 
der  Entwicklung des   of 
the Philosophical Base and the  Development of  
Berlin,   transl. from the   the Khrushchevite 
revisionists  their own contemptuous attitude towards the role 
played by the peasantry in the Democratic stage of the  

 characterization of the peasantry to be the motive  of the 
revolution was correct because the Chinese revolution was at the 
democratic stage. 

Particular venom is reserved for the Cultural Revolution in 
 initiated by Mao  As dyed-in-the-wool bureaucrats 

revolutionary actions by the masses is anathema to them. They defame 
the Cultural Revolution as events 

"verging into political, economic and administrative  
 Critique    

19 



232 

Annoyed about the fact that renegades and capitalist 
  their own ilk like Liu Shao-chi became the target of the 

Cultural Revolution and were removed from  they represent the 
Cultural Revolution to be an attempt to establish  regime of 

 personal power"    and like any bourgeois 
torians they explain  history  politics   of the 
"struggle between  

VII. 

THE     

AGAINST  TSE-TUNG 

Themselves being the target of attack it is clear why the 
Teng-Hua  following in the footsteps of the 
ite revisionists, vehemently attack Mao Tse-tung above all  the 

 role played by him in the  Revolution. 

They use the same catchword of  to characterize the 
 Revolution as used by the Khrushchevite  

   initiated by a  labouring under 
a misapprehension and capitalized on by counter-revolutionary 

  to domestic   brought catastrophe to the 
 the state and the whole  

 on CPC   Foreign   
Beijing,  p.36). 

While condemning the Cultural Revolution, they also 
cally try to use Mao  

 things denounced as revisionist or capitalist during the 
  were  and socialist princi

 many of which had  set  or supported by Comrade 
Mao Tse-tung  

 p.34) 

Precisely the erroneous  from the  like 
 the Correct Handling of Contradictions Among the  are 

upheld by them as  

 ideas of Comrade Mao Zedong concerning the socialist 
revolution and socialist  

 

It is important to stress that this demagogy of the Teng-
Hua revisionists has to a large extent been made possible because the 
Cultural Revolution  to  uncover the earlier 
20 
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mistakes in the  of  line and in Mao  views 
themselves.  this we must draw the lesson that changes in posi

 or the correction of wrong positions, should not take place 
quietly, hut must be publicly and openly s u b s t a n t i a t e d . 

In the  Mao Tse-tung is also credited  
having "outlined the correct strategy of the three worlds"  
However, nowhere is any kind of proof submitted for this assertion, 

 even in their most detailed theoretical  for this 
counter-revolutionary theory, namely, in "Chairman  Theory of 
the  of the Three Worlds Is a Major Contribution to 
Marxism-Leninism" (Peking  No.   10 ff) (x) 

In Mao Tse-tung's authentic appeals at the beginning of 
the  there are to be  elements and starting points  the 

 World Scheme" (See  this "General Evaluation of the 
Teachings and the Work of Mao  Part I, Joint Statement of 
the Editorial Boards of the Rote  Westberliner  and 
Gegen die Stromung, English ed. October    and he 
certainly carries responsibility  the  World Scheme" propa
gated by Teng  1974 before his death. But there never was a 

 of the three worlds outlined" by  At the same time 
there  no known struggle by him against it also. 

Propagation of the "Three World Theory" by appealing to Mao 
 be  as  an attempt to  an out-and-out revi

sionist and counter-revolutionary line for the tasks of the world 
proletarian revolution  the authority of Mao  

VIII. 

  ATTACKS AGAINST MAO TSE-TUNG 

With  book  and the Revolution" in  E. 
Hoxha presented the world Marxist-Leninist movement with a completely 
new evaluation of the development in China, the history and the role 
of the  of China as well as a  new evaluation of 
Mao Tse-tung and his work. Now suddenly Mao had never been a Marxist-

 but was an out-and-out revisionist, a Chinese Khrushchov, 

(x) Echoing the Teng-Hua gang, Three Worldists like the Satya Narain 
Singh and Chandra Phulla  groups in India, also similarly, 
out any proofs, credit Mao Tse-tung with this theory as a cover for 
their own revisionism. (See for  "In Defence of Comrade  
Zedong and Mao Zedong Thought", Resolution of the   
28.1.82, p. 100) 
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against whom a struggle had to be  The  Republic of 
China had never been on the path towards a genuinely socialist 

 the C.P. of China had never been a genuine Communist  
the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution was neither a  

 great, nor cultural nor proletarian and so  

The methods used and the issues raised by E. Hoxha bear a 
startling  with those of the modern Russian  
Like the modern  references to and  from 
authentic, authorized and generally   and writings 
by Mao and the  of China are rather the  The 
majority of the  originate either from Vol.  brought out 
by the   or from bourgeois sources like the 
International Herald Tribune or Le Monde etc. 

E.  attacks against the military strategy of the 
Chinese revolution,  role of the peasantry in the democratic 
revolution and  the Cultural  are almost verbatim 
repititions of those of the Khrushchevite  

 opposed to the leading role of the proletariat in the 
revolution, the Maoist theory considers the countryside as the 
only base of the armed insurrection and  the armed 
struggle of the working masses in the town. It preaches that the 
countryside  keep   which is considered as the 
hold of the counter-revolutionary bourgeoisie, besieged. This is 
an expression of distrust in the working  the negation of 
its hegemonic role". 
(E. Hoxha,  and the     236) 

Against the  Revolution and  leading role in it 
he  

 course of events showed that the Great Proletarian Cultural 
Revolution was neither a revolution, nor  nor  
and in   in the least proletarian. It was a palace 

 on an  scale  the liquidation of a handful of 
reactionaries who had seized  

 p. 392) 

E. Hoxha bemoans the fact that the Cultural Revolution was 
 led by the  

"When we saw that this Cultural Revolution was  being  by  
the Party  was a chaotic outburst following a call issued by 
Mao Tse-tung, this did  seem to us  be a revolutionary 

 It was Mao's authority in China that made millions of 
unorganized youth, students and  rise to their  and 
march on  on party and   which they dis-
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But by what kind  a  pray  At the beginning  the 
Cultural Revolution the revisionists dominated within the  of 
China. They were on the verge of snatching the entire power for 

 To demand that the Cultural Revolution should have been led 
by this Party is to demand that the leadership of the Cultural Revolu-
tion should have been In the hands of those who themselves 
ted the main targets of attack. 

In such a situation to simply demand  by the 
 w i t h o u t at the same time demanding the overthrow of 

the revisionists ruining it, without demanding a renewal of the 
Party on a Marxist-Leninist basis, is actually a  of 
the bureaucratic conception that the "Party is always  In 
E.  views there is no place  the idea that it is a very 
revolutionary attitude to march against the Party committees and the 
committees of  power and to  them up if they become the 
tools of the revisionists. 

Much more serious than  these  is the attempt 
to justify by means  an entire range of rotten arguments the fact 
that the PLA and its   did not  even the most 

 criticisms of the C.P.  China, or of its Chairman Mao  
 1978. Indeed, they gave expression only to fulsome praises in 

  according to E. Hoxha, they were already long  
convinced about the counter-revolutionary character of the C.P. of 

 politics and considered  to be a Chinese  

 approach once more  the realization of the 
harm caused by the relinquishment of an open and   It 
also reveals that the PLA and its First Secretary, instead of 
critically laying bare their own mistakes in a  and Marx
ist-Leninist way looked   salvation in condemning their 
earlier  

IX. 

 "DEFENCE" OF MAO TSE-TUNG  THE  

ERRONEOUS FOUNDATION OF "MAO TSE-TUNG THOUGHT" 

In connection with the attacks of the  revi
sionists,  above all since the    Mao Tse-tung by 
the  there has emerged on the international level an opportunist 
trend   that the attacks against Mao Tse-tung can be repu
diated only by  the so-called "Mao  Thought" 
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Internationally,  is best represented by the 
"Revolutionary Internationalist Movement"  In India, the large 
majority of the groups and factions emerging from the  
formed in  uphold  Thought", though, among other 
things, they differ in their understanding of it and in their approach 
to applying Mao Thought to the concrete conditions of India. 

For over more than the last 35 years there has been a debate 
going on about how to define the so-called "Mao Tse-tung Thought". 
However,  this debate we do not know of any attempt on the part of 
Mao Tse-tung himself to define "Mao  

As  as we know, the first attempt to define "Mao  
Teachings", or "Mao Tse-tung  as it was later  was 
undertaken by Liu Shao-chi at the VII. Congress of the C.P. of  
In opposition to "Russian Bolshevism", the teachings of Lenin and 
Stalin,  put   the teachings of Mao Tse-tung on 
the Chinese revolution. (Liu Shaoqui, "Three Essays on  
Beijing,   This was evidently a nationalist definition of 
"Mao Tse-tung Thought", directed against the universal validity of  
Leninism. In his speech at the  Party Congress, Mao Tse-tung, in 
opposition to Liu Shao-chi, very correctly emphasized the  
national content of  and rightly demanded the linking  
of this universal truth with   

"From its very beginning our Party has based itself on the 
theory of Marxism-Leninism, for Marxism-Leninism  the crys
tallization of the most correct and most revolutionary scienti
fic thought of the world proletariat. When the universal truth 
of Marxism-Leninism began to be  with the concrete 
practice of the Chinese revolution, the Chinese revolution took 
on an entirely new  
(Selected Works III, p. 264) 

In  Chen  propagated in his  "Mao Tse-tung 
On the Chinese  

"Comrade Mao  teachings are a further development of 
Marxism-Leninism applied to the conditions of the  They 
reflect in a concentrated form the experiences of the Revolution 
of the East and have great significance for   
they possess universal significance for the struggle in the 
entire  

(Chen  "Mao Tse-tung  die chinesische Revolution", 
Reprint  1972, p.  transl. from Ger. ed.) 

Here there is an attempt to carry over in too general a way 
the experiences and the theory of the  revolution to all 
24 
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 of the  or at  to the  struggles of 
all the oppressed  It is demanded that  
Leninism, but  Tse-tung Thought" be applied to the concrete 
conditions of the various  The authority of Marxism-
Leninism is sought to be replaced by that of "Mao Thought". 

Against this, in a conversation   workers in 1962 
Mao  did not demand that "Mao Tse-tung Thought" be applied to 
the  of revolution in Japan, but unequivocally  

"Only the ability to connect the universal truth of Marxism-
Leninism with the concrete practice of the Japanese revolution 
can ensure   

(Quoted in:   Sieg der    
Lander", ("Guidelines for the Victory of the Revolutionary 
Peoples of all  Peking 1968,  1.  from the 

 ed.  

Prom the  onwards, particularly during and after the 
Cultural Revolution,  Tse-tung Thought" was once  propagated 
by the C.P. of China, particularly by Lin Piao. Now it was   
as "Chinese  but as  "completely new stage" of Marxism-

 as the Marxism-Leninism of a  new  This 
thesis was first formulated at the  Plenary Session of the VIII. 
C.C. of the C.P. of China in August 1966. (See "Communique of the 11th 
Plenary  Peking Review 34/1966,   in the 
statute of the 9th National Congress of the C P . of China in the year 

 "Mao Tse-tung Thought" was  as the Marxism-Leninism at 
a  new   Ninth National Congress of  
Communist Party of   Peking,  p.  This was 
a direct attack  Leninism as "the Marxism of the era of imperia
lism and  proletarian  (Stalin,  Foundations of 
Leninism", Peking,   

 the  of Lin  the  National Congress 
rejected this  but at the same time it  the concept 
of "Mao   On the one  it correctly   
fundamental principles of  are not outdated; they remain the 
theoretical basis guiding our thinking    National 
Congress of the C P . of China", Documents, Peking, 1973,  On the 

  the  of the statute of the 9th National Congress 
was repeated word    Communist Party of China takes 
Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tse-tung Thought as the theoretical basis  
its thinking".  p.  

(x) It remains a task  the peoples of all  semi-colonial 
and dependent countries to  Mao  s work on the Chinese 
revolution, which is based on the application of  and  
teachings. We have to evaluate to  extent and how we can utilize 
and apply Mao  Marxist-Leninist work to our conditions. 
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Amongst those who defend Mao  by upholding the 
concept of "Mao Tse-tung Thought", often precisely that definition 
of "Mao Tse-tung Thought" is taken as a starting point which had 
clearly been rejected by the 10th Congress of the C.P. of China. For 

 the "Joint Communique of the Autumn 1980 International Conference", 
signed by 13 organizations led by the RCP/USA and the  and 
including the  Committee, Communist Party of 

   

"We affirm that Mao Tse-tung Thought is a new stage in the 
development of  
("A World to  No. 2, May 1982, p.  

Though it is asserted here that we are "still  in the 
era of  by introducing "Mao Tse-tung Thought" as  

 and qualitative development of  on many 
fronts and the theoretical concentration of the historical experience 
of the proletarian revolution over the last several decades"   
Leninism is de facto replaced by Mao Tse-tung  

 "Declaration of the Revolutionary Internationalist Move-
•  adopted at the "Second International  of the Marxist-
Leninist  and Organizations Forming the RIM" in May  also 
adds "the fundamental principles of Leninism are not  they 
remain the theoretical basis guiding our thinking  But 
by continuing to uphold "Mao Tse-tung Thought" as "a new stage in the 
development of  (p.  without this time trying  

 it, their anti-Leninism is  given  

Any Construction  Tse-tung Thought" Is Anti-Leninist 

We are opposed to any kind of  of the so-called 
"Mao Tse-tung Thought" because it is directed against  

The  of "Mao  Thought" as a  stage of 
Marxism-Leninism" denies that imperialism is the highest stage of 
capitalism, and  in this era of imperialism and the proletarian 
revolution, Leninism retains its validity up to the victory of the 

 proletarian revolution, up to the victory of world  
It is  impossible and nonsensical to talk of an epochal 
further development of Marxism-Leninism within this  The teachings 
of Stalin  who we evaluate to be a classical writer in dis
tinction to   be characterized as  or as 
Thought"  Similar attempts undertaken  Mao    
his real  supposed teachings  fail  the  

Such a  ends up by replacing Leninism, the Marxism 
of our  the  to action  us today, by "Mao Tse-tung 

 It replaces Leninism as the   tactics of the 
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tarian revolution in general, the theory and tactics of the 
ship of the proletariat in  (Stalin, "The Foundations of 
Leninism", Peking,   which  can ensure victory in the 

 

The further development of Marxism to Leninism is connec
ted with the development of pre-monopoly capitalism into monopoly 
capitalism, with the begin of a new era,  the era of imperia
lism and the proletarian  Such an epochal further develop
ment, as represented by Leninism in relation To Marxism, is not possi
ble under  conditions of one and the same era. The fundamental 
laws of class struggle continue to   is why Leninism 
continues  be valid as the theoretical basis and as a guide to 
action for the world  revolution. 

In actual fact to represent Leninism to be outmoded under 
the pretext of a "new era" or "new  was already a method 
used by Khrushchev to throw out of the window fundamental principles 
of Marxism-Leninism. 

Such positions as those of the  in relation to 
 Tse-tung  are even more crassly directed against Leni

nism and Its continuing validity  a guide to action: 

"We are of the opinion that  definition of Leninism as 
the Marxism of the era of imperialism and proletarian revolu
tion still holds  As   as those,  understand  

  a mechanical and  way are  
there is no room  any thing other than Leninism in this  
So they  allow Mao Tse-tung Thought a separate existence 
in this era    We will have to 

 the  has drastically changed  the period 
 Lenin was leading the revolutionary   

 of Leninism was  based on the thinking that Leni
nism can solve, or has already solved all the problems that 
this era faces -  has shown us that this is  the  
We are in need of qualitatively new formulations to tackle all 
these  Mao Tse-tung Thought embodies all the new formu
lations that the international proletariat has acquired during 
the last several  We can definitely say that Mao 
tung Thought is the Marxism-Leninism of our period". 

      

Such views concerning "Mao Tse-tung Thought" incorporate 
the fatal conception that  the teachings of  

 Lenin and  have  stood the test of the last 50 
 It   if  "erroneous" and has to be 

mented" or even  by "Mao Tse-tung  The catastrophe 
faced by the international communist movement, the degeneration of 
erstwhile socialist countries is more or less unconcealedly attri
buted to Marxism-Leninism itself and not to its revisionist betrayal. 
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In what resprects do its proponents claim that   
 is a "further development of  Inter alia, 

one hears: Mao Tse-tung developed Marxism-Leninism in the theory of 
the dictatorship of the proletariat, in the principles of the pro

 party; he developed the "mass  and threw new light 
upon the "role of  made important contributions on the ana
lysis of   is the essence of dialectics and so  

However, it can very easily be proved that the most essen
tial things in  areas  already  reality been 
sively elaborated by Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin. Sometimes in 
the name of "Mao Tse-tung Thought" w r o n  conceptions of the 
C P . of China before  death are defended, for example the theses 
of the  of the  line struggle in the  Party" and 
that of the  of the bourgeoisie as a class up to  
In some cases, views and concepts   in the name of  

  but   be  or  derived from his 
authentic work and may even contradict them. (For  the 

 World  

In the question of class struggle under socialism it is 
said that "Stalin maintained a mechanical understanding of the pro
cess of class  during the socialist period" (Liberation, 
Organ of  No. 11/12, 1980,  Ostensibly, it'was 
only Mao - and  Lenin and Stalin   propagated class struggle 
in socialism in a consequent  This thesis is always connected 
with the catastrophic conception  class struggle is irrevocably 
bound up with the existence of the bourgeoisie as a class which must 
exist up to communism. Such a conception brings down the level of 
the class struggle waged, denies that the bourgeoisie must be liqui
dated as a class before communism by establishing socialist relations 
of production in  socialist society, while continuing to 
wage class  

  of "Mao Tse-tung Thought" openly attack 
Marxism-Leninism when they put forward the liberalist thesis of the 
law of the  line struggle" in the Party. According to this thesis 
the Communist Party must always be the arena of the    
(See for  "Voice of the Vanguard", Organ of the   
Vol.  Jan. 85,   a second wrong line can come up 
in the Party, for  the Trotskyist line in  C.P.S.U.  
this is not a    A second wrong line in the Party   
be tolerated or reduced to a  position in the name of the 
law of the existence of two  but must be eliminated as  as 
possible.  must be waged in such a way that, 
primarily  and if necessary  mistakes 
and deviations, emerging at  in a isolated way,   and 

 In this way it can be prevented that they do not develop 
into a  of mistakes or even into a line which is opposed to the 
Marxist-Leninist line and  gains control over the Party leading 
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to its  

The reason for making the recognition of the  
 Tse-tung Thought" as the line of demarcation in the world 

communist   most clearly in the following words 
of the  of the  Apparently praising  the Chair
man" of the RCP/USA declares that  Tse-tung is "the greatest 
revolutionary of our time - in fact since the time of  
(Boh Avakian, "Mao  Immortal  RCP 

 Chicago,   (x) 

In a  the aim is to eliminate Stalin  the ranks 
of the Marxist-Leninists and from the ranks of the leaders of the 
world proletariat and replace him by  This is  "ultimate 
consequence" of the construction of "Mao Tse-tung  

Such a  of Stalin has nothing to  with   
it is related to the Khrushchevite revisionists. As is well-known, 
it was  who  removed Stalin from the ranks  the 
leaders of the proletariat. 

Mao, at the time of  death on 9  1953  

  death of  Comrade Stalin led the Soviet people 
in building into a magnificent socialist society the first 
socialist state in the world, which he, together with the great 
Lenin, created during the October  Comrade  
cause and his ideas have gripped the hearts of the broad masses 
of the people throughout the world and have become an invincible 

 a  that will guide  people who are already 
victorious from one fresh victory to another and lead all who 
are still groaning under the oppression of the old, vicious 
capitalist world to strike courageously at the people's  
All Comrade  writings are immortal works of Marxist 

 His "Foundations of   of the Commu
nist  of the Soviet  and his last great 
work "Economic Problems of Socialism in the U.S.S.R" comprise 
an encyclopaedia of  a summing-up of the experi
ence of the world communist movement in the past hundred  
Since the death of Lenin, Comrade Stalin has at all times been 
the central figure in the World Communist movement. We rallied 
round him, ceaselessly asked his advice and ceaselessly drew 
ideological strength from his  
(Mao Tse-tung, "The Greatest Friendship",  China,  
No. 6,    

(x) A similar aim is expressed for example also by the Communist 
League of India when it says "Mao  resolved the theoretical 
problems left unresolved since the last days of  (Red  
Organ of the  2     
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These were   These must he defended, and not in 
the name of  Mao   overtly pay extravagent 
homage to him, hut in reality transform his views into the opposite! 

30 
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document 

These theses  taken from  Evaluation of the Teachings 
and the Work of Mao  Part I. It is a Joint Statement  
the Editorial Boards of Rote  (Central  of the 
Leninist Party of  Westberliner Kommunist (Organ for 
Building the Marxist-Leninist Party of West  Gegen die  
Stromung (Organ for Building the Marxist-Leninist Party of West 
Germany      October 1984) 
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GENERAL EVALUATION OF THE TEACHINGS AND THE  OF MAO TSE-TUNG 

T h e s e s f o r  

The three undersigned organizations would like to emphasize that 
we think it is very   in the current  
to thoroughly and completely study the immortal teachings of the 
classics of  the teachings of Marx,  
and  to evaluate and propagate them on the basis of the 

 writings, and not merely on the basis of 
dary  The great work  Comrade Stalin, which is 
and which will remain relevant, has to be  in a parti
cularly offensive manner against all opportunist and revisionist 
attacks and distortions. 

 the context of defending the teachings of  Lenin 
and Stalin  complete in themselves -  of defending the 
ings of Marxism-Leninism, it is also necessary to take a clear 
and principled position    

 MAO   WORK ON THE DEMOCRATIC RE
VOLUTION AND  WAR MUST BE UNCONDITIONALLY DEFENDED 

Mao  fundamental and   accom 
 which  one can deny, exists in the fact that he 

led the 6 0 0 million people of China, shoulder to shoulder with 
all other forces of the proletarian world revolution, based" on 
Stalin's socialist Soviet  to  in the  

 anti-feudal stage of the revolution. 

Mao Tse-tung's writings on the democratic stage of the revolu
tion in China, contained in volumes  of his works, as well 
as the points on revolution in  semi-colonial and 
pendent countries are based on Marxism-Leninism and in particu
lar on the teachings of Lenin and  

8 With great brilliance Mao Tse-tung applied Lenin's and Sta-
0  teachings and the fundamental  of the 
8 intern to the different periods within the democratic stage 
0 of the revolution in China. 

Fundamental principles of the revolution  not capi-
talistically    and dependent 
countries  are  

The stage of the democratic revolution is a prerequisite for 
the transition to socialist revolution and to the dictatorship 
of the proletariat in these countries. An agrarian revolution 
as well as an  revolution are necessary in 

 countries and must be treated as a joint process, where
by one of these aspects will be in the forefront in  
various  

The  for the   the proletariat is  in any 
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c a s e , a b s o l u t e l y necessary f o r the c o n s o l i d a t i o n of the  
 a l l i a n c e as the fundamental p a r t o f the uni ted f r o n t 

w i th a l l  and   a genuine 
v i c t o r y in the democratic s tage o f the r e v o l u t i o n i s imposs i 
b l e wi thout the l e a d e r s h i p o f the p r o l e t a r i a t and i t s p a r t y . 

During the democratic s tage of the r e v o l u t i o n in  
s e m i - c o l o n i a l and dependent c o u n t r i e s  a l l i a n c e s  
and b l o c s wi th a s ec t ion of the b o u r g e o i s i e a r e  

 

 A b a s i c p r e r e q u i s i t e f o r the v i c t o r y of the democrat ic 
v o l u t i o n i s the c r e a t i o n of armed f o r c e s . 

 I t i s a p r i n c i p l e that a l r e a d y in the s t a g e of the 
t i c r e v o l u t i o n , the maximal program of the Communist  
the e s tab l i shment of the d i c t a t o r s h i p of the p r o l e t a r i a t , the 
b u i l d i n g of S o c i a l i s m and Communism must be p r o p a g a t e d , in 
o r d e r t o proceed s u c c e s s f u l l y t o the s o c i a l i s t  

The  r e v o l u t i o n  be viewed and propagated as 
one p a r t of the p r o l e t a r i a n world r e v o l u t i o n . The a l l i a n c e with 
the p r o l e t a r i a t o f the  c o u n t r i e s as  as w i t h 
the peoples of the world in  the a l l i a n c e with the 
e x i s t i n g s o c i a l i s t country or c o u n t r i e s , all of these are 
uncondi t iona l n e c e s s i t i e s o f p r o l e t a r i a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m . 

Mao Tse- tung a p p l i e d and  these teachings of Lenin 
and S t a l i n on the i n d i v i d u a l phases of the Chinese r e v o l u t i o n 
in a p r i n c i p l e d  

The peop le of a l l  s e m i - c o l o n i a l and dependent countr i e s 
must  Mao  s a p p l i c a t i o n of these teachings of Lenin 
and S t a l i n in the course of the Chinese r e v o l u t i o n and then 
i n v e s t i g a t e how they can apply these M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t teachings 
to t h e i r own   

One of Mao  most outs tanding  is 
out doubt the c r e a t i v e development of the  on  
t i o n a r y war  the r e v o l u t i o n a r y m i l i t a r y s t r a t e g y and t a c t i c s . 

S t a l i n had  shown that in a country l i k e  the main 
c i t i e s cou ld not be conquered  but r a t h e r   
f i r s t l y be gathered in the countrys ide  

Mao Tse- tung developed and  c a r r i e d out the  
s t r a t e g y of  the c i t i e s from the  
of c r e a t i n g  base a r e a s , and the  of p r o t r a c t e d  

 war in the context of the  in China through 
 f i e r c e i d e o l o g i c a l s t r u g g l e . 

8 In o r d e r to r e a l l y l e a r n from t h i s g r e a t M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t 
8 t eaching of Mao  a  p r i n c i p l e , which 

 Mao Tse-tung himself emphasized, must be  the 
8 p r i n c i p l e that Marxism-Leninism must be a p p l i e d to the 
8 c o n d i t i o n s   own  

In o r d e r to draw lessons on the democrat ic s t a g e of the 
t i o n from the Chinese r e v o l u t i o n and the wort of Mao Tse- tung 
f o r o ther c o l o n i a l , s e m i - c o l o n i a l and dependent c o u n t r i e s ,  
concrete condi t ions in China must be a n a l y z e d so that those 
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building of such base areas is possible. 

•  * 
The evaluation of Mao   Volumes  particu
larly on the  stage of the revolution in China, shows 
that they  rich in Marxist-Leninist experience for Commu
nists all around the world which they must absolutely defend 
and  

Such a fundamental evaluation of Mao  work 
does not,  mean that we do not see problems or that we 
do not have criticisms in several areas (5)  

 MAO  VIEWS ON THE TRANSITION FROM THE DEMOCRATIC 
REVOLUTION TO SOCIALIST REVOLUTION AND ON THE DICTATORSHIP 
OF THE PROLETARIAT ARE PARTLY UNCLEAR AND PARTLY IN CONTRADIC
TION TO MARXISM-LENINISM 

Mao Tse-tung's writings before 1966 did  make clear 
that the transition from the democratic revolution to socialist 
revolution must correspond on a political level to the transi
tion from the dictatorship of all anti-imperialist,  
classes and forces to the dictatorship of the  

The dictatorship of the proletariat is the instrument of the 
proletariat to. annihilating the bourgeoisie. Although at first 
following the victory in  in China, the fundamental inter
nal contradiction was termed that between the proletariat and 
the bourgeoisie  it became evident in Mao  central 
writing  the Correct Handling of the Contradictions Among 
the People" (1957) that he considered it possible that a politi
cal alliance with the bourgeoisie existed in the dictatorship 
of the proletariat, and that he even  that the building 
of socialism in a political alliance with this bourgeoisie was 
possible  

This viewpoints are incompatible with the teachings of 
Leninism and practically supported the attempts of the Khrushche
vite revisionists to establish the idea of class collaboration 
between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie in the internatio
nal Communist  

 teaches that  the 
tence of the bourgeoisie and of capitalist relatipns of produc
tion cannot be completely destroyed  (thus the NEP 
phase, which is generally valid, as Stalin taught (8)  Rather 
the liquidation of the economic positions of the bourgeoisie can 

 take place  This  however,  
ble when the bourgeoisie no longer has a share in political 
power and this is why the building of socialism is not possible 
without the complete dictatorship over the  
without the dictatorship of the  
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aspects which are not. applicable for  own country are not 
schematically  

Experience in the current ideological debate has shown that the 
following must be addressed: 

• The experience of the period of the  war in China 
is a part of the  anti-fascist world  Mao  
evaluation of the sections of the comprador bourgeoisie  
were dependent on the  have to be viewed in 
the context of the evaluation of the U.S.A. on a world scale 
and in the context of the  participation in the Anti-
Hitler coalition. 

It would be i n c o r r e c t in today's situation - in the 
case of  semi-feudal countries occupied by  imperia
list power - to enter alliances with  sections of 
the comprador bourgeoisie which are dependent on imperialists 
not currently occupying that  or  have not yet 
occupied the respective  (In    

 it would be incorrect in the struggle against Russian 
social-imperialism, to make alliances  sections of the 

  comprador  

 The history of the Chinese Communist Party shows that there 
is no generally valid principle for the whole stage of the 

 revolution -  for  
 for other countries, which could be formulated, for 

example, as follows: 

 work in the countryside is  the work in 
the cities  

It is also completely incorrect for these countries to  
the work in the cities as primary  the entire stage of the 

  in  name of hegemony of the prole
 

The  Party of China itself worked primarily in the 
cities (until  then primarily in the  then 
before the victory in   again primarily in  cities 

 

Every  party  decide according to  
 when and  how long the work in the  is primary 

or  

In this  it is crucial to  that the  
who  up the main army of the Chinese revolution, did not  
alone  the Red  

One of the most important things to learn from the Chinese 
revolution is that numerous  workers went 
to the countryside and built the basic guerilla and partisan 
units as  as  Red Army. 

Further, it should be  that every   
must precisely investigate the  in its own country, 
in order to determine whether or not it  possible to  
base  

It does  correspond to the facts that automatically 
in all colonial, semi-colonial and dependent countries the 
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 THE LINE OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF   UNDER MAO  
 UNTIL HIS DEATH 

It is an indisputable fact that no comprehensive theoretical 
 of Mao  from the period  1957 

 well as from 1949 till 1955) are  rather merely 
singular individual statements and brief  positions or 
quotes have been published (the context of which is often  

Therefore, an evaluation of Mao  works and  impact 
during this period must necessarily take this shortcoming into 
account that important indications in the evaluation of Mao 
tung must be drawn from an analysis of the  of the Chinese 
Communist Party based on Mao   as 
leader of the  of China. 

Although the Communist Party of China under Mao  
dership took a wavering position on the  s 2oth Party Congress 
at first, and supported it at least in  the  of China 
publicly took a stand after  against  of  m o d e m 

 main  encouraging the  
forces around the world in the struggle against Khrushchevite  
revisionism. Even if this struggle on the part of  Communist 
Party of China included many mistakes and  it should 
be defended  an energetic  in the struggle of the 

 of China against Krushchevite revisionism. 

At the same  however, it is important to overcome the mis
takes and deficiencies which occurred in this struggle in the 
spirit of self-criticism of the international Communist  

In this  it is also indisputable that the Communist 
Party of China under Mao  leadership - at the latest 

 1966 - propagated   to class  the 
strengthening of the  of the proletariat,  "life 
and death struggle"  against the  the re-
revisionist forces in the  China (and to some extent took 
appropriate  against the  

  determined that the  Party of China waged an 
inspiring  against bureaucratism and revisionism 
after the Khrushchevite  betrayal during the time 
of the Cultural Revolution  Even today this struggle 
provokes cries of rage from revisionists and opportunists of all 

 In particular, the practice of carrying on internal party 
struggle before the masses, the open and public  is a 

  which was applied broadly to the mas
ses during the Cultural Revolution under   leadership. 

However, we must keep in mind that on the theoretical and 
logical level the incorrect development ot the Communist Party 
of  attitude towards the national  was 

 analysed and    I t was 
instead the case that Mao   the Correct Handling 
of the Contradictions among the  given much importance, 
in which the national  share in power in the con
struction of socialism was called   in which the transi
tion of the antagonistic contradiction between the proletariat 
and the bourgeoisie  a non-antagonistic contradiction was de-
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 to be  

To act  the bourgeoisie    
instead of antagonistic  that is to  to act against 
the bourgeoisie  using the method of convincing, 
instead of dictatorship and violence  this means denying one ot 
the central ideas of the dictatorship of the  
ly that of the violent oppression of  bourgeoisie and the 
struggle to annihilate the  this means adop
ting the revisionist thesis of the  road to  

The Cultural Revolution is itself an  of the impossibility 
of resolving the contradiction between the proletariat and the 
bourgeoisie  any other means than that of "class    
the sense of "one against one". 

8 Even more serious is the fact that the ideological education 
8 of the masses in China, particularly in the Cultural 
8 lution, took place on the basis of "Mao   

The so-called "Mao  - as they were propagated 
by the C.P. of China since 1966 -were then till  presented 
to be Marxism of  completely new  Thus it was denied 
that our epoch is still the epoch of imperialism and proletarian 

 as well as the  of Leninism as Marxism  
of this  Instead of Leninism, they propagated the "Mao 

 to be Marxism of this "new  

"Mao Tse-tung Thought" was further  following the 
10th Party Congress of the  Party of China,  con
cluded that this epoch  still the epoch of imperialism and 
proletarian  The old definition was not really dis

 therefore the mistake essentially remained. 

We would like to  that we regard all positions which 
 Mao  teachings as  general further development 

of Marxism in respect to the theory of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat, mass line and the proletarian party as 

 In these areas, none  Mao  teachings quali
tatively advance those of Lenin and Stalin. 

On the contrary, the Communist Party of China  - in 
the name of "Mao Tse-tung   viewpoints which were 
i n c o r r e c t and directed against Lenin and Stalin, for 
example the position on the existence of the bourgeoisie as a 
class up until Communism, or the position on the "two-line 

  a generally valid rule within the  

Regarding the period after the Cultural Revolution, an increasing
ly openly revisionist line of the Communist Party of China became 
•evident, particularly in the area of foreign policy, for which 
Mao Tse-tung was likewise at least c o - r e s p o n s i b l e  

,The revisionist   existed without doubt in the 
 Party of Chine  Mao  death and 

also before 1974, when Teng Hsiao-ping officially presented it. 
We have no indication of Mao   himself 
from this reactionary   there are elements and 

 in Mao     of the 
  linking them to the    
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4  THE ATTACKS ON AND CONDEMNATION OF    DIRECTED 
PRIMARILY  THE   REVOLUTION AND THE TEACH
INGS ON  WAR 

The Russian modern revisionists were the ones who began  in  
thousand and one publications - with the virulent campaign against 
Mao Tse-tung, after it had already become clear that Mao Tse-tung 
would not subordinate  

An analysis of  shows that the modern revisio
nists furiously attacked Mao   primarily 
those on the  democratic revolution and  war, 
and opposed them with  theories of  "peaceful  
Even their "criticism" of Mao Tse-tung's genuine mistakes 
ded from an   standpoint. 

 One of the most serious errors made by the international 
 Communist movement was that of having failed to go deeper 

8 into the struggle against modern revisionism and to thorough-
8   and refute the attacks on Mao Tse-tung. 

8 It is an equally serious error that the international 
8 nist movement did not notice nor publicly and comradely cri-
8 ticize Mao  visible mistakes, nor those of the 
8 Communist Party of China. 

In this  the situation arose which made it possible that 
the PLA almost literally repeated the attacks of the modern re
visionists in 1978 (10), whereas at the same time a tendency 
veloped among those forces who refuted these attacks on Mao Tse-

 a tendency which linked up precisely with the deviations 
of the Communist Party of China in the time before Mao  
death as well as with his   systematized these 
errors and actually tended to be  and generally anti-

  

5. THE TASKS OF THE MARXIST-LENINISTS AT REFUTING THE ATTACKS 
ON MAO TSE-TUNG 

Marxist-Leninists  all questions of the ideological struggle, 
the struggle against the revisionist attacks on Mao Tse-tung as 
well, in the context of  teachings  methods of 

  

§ First of all, it is necessary to make up for what has been 
neglected, to beat back the modern  "criticism" 

g  Mao Tse-tung as an attack on that in his   
  any doubt,  at the  time, it is 
 necessary to thoroughly analyze and criticize Mao Tse-tung's 
 mistakes as well as those of the Communist Party of  This 
 is even more important in view of the fact that not only the 
 Russian  but also the Teng-Hua revisionists in-

g creasingly attack Mao   positions. 

This ideological struggle against the revisionist enemies has 
to be the  in leading  struggle against the in-
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correct viewpoints of those parties and forces tailing along 
behind the  as well as in the struggle against the 
correct path taken by  forces, who, in opposing the  
actually use the incorrect basic positions of the Communist 
Party of  line before Mao  death. 

8 Such a  on two   absolutely  in 
8 the ranks of those who we do not view as forces of 
 revolution, in order to defend the foundations of 
 Leninism and in particular the  of Stalin against those 

8 forces led  the PLA (who claim to be the Stalin defenders 
8  but who in reality disregard and distort  
8  as well as against those forces  base 
8 selves on incorrect  of the line of the Communist 
8 Party of China before Mao  death (who want to 
8 more or less  Stalin through Mao  

Each of these directions has its  and the ten
dency of each of these is presently to i n c r e a s e in its 

 

The particular danger  the incorrect viewpoints of those 
ces led by the PLA is based on the  a u t h o r i t y . 
This authority   is rapidly declining in the face of the 
increasingly less restrained and more unprincipled attacks on 
Mao Tse-tung and  the face of the absolute  of the 
willingness to discuss. 

The particular danger of the other ideological  is 
based in  circulation of   Party   
documents from Mao  time, the mistakes of which have 
barely or not at all been criticized, which enables them to use 
Mao  extraordinary a u t h o r i t y ,  they 
generally and uncritically defend, complete with his  

To attempt to now define which of these deviations is more "dan
gerous" for the building of unity in the international Commu
nist  now when the ideological struggle has just be
gun, disregards  statement - which precisely addresses 
such cases as these - that every deviation is dangerous, against 
which one   struggling. 

The  of the two-front ideological struggle  
ding the teachings of  and  adhering to 
that in Mao  works which is  and de
termining Mao  errors, as well as those of the Commu
nist Party of China during Mao   

 DID MAO  CONTINUE  WORK OF  
AND STALIN AS A CLASSIC OF MARXISM-LENINISM  

The   Mao  before  as reflected 
in his     are a great  of  
Marxism-Leninism to China  and an important       on of 

 and  teachings on colonial,  and 
dependent countries. But these works can,   w a y  be 
viewed as a fundamental  in the work of Marx, Engels, 
Lenin or Stalin on the problems of the proletarian world 
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 the 2oth Party  of  CPSU and the complete 
condemnation of  following the beginning of the  

 open polemic in 1963, and especially   the 
ginning of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, the idea 
became  established in many  that just as Stalin 
stood at Lenin's  and moved on to advance the cause of 

 around the whole world, that after Stalin's  
Mao  would  the cause of the worldwide  of 

 of the theory and practice  the world revolu
tion, that he  take the unity of the international Communist 
movement upon himself and  thereby take his place in the 
ranks with Marx, Engels, Lenin and  

Our opinion is that   did not realize this  
and this fact is based not only on his serious errors in the 
question of the dictatorship of the proletariat (participation 
of the bourgeoisie in political  

Moreover, it became evident that  first beginnings in 
ding an ideological platform for the international  
movement (the 25-Point  which was composed under  

 leadership  contained  errors and was not 
further   nor corrected. 

Serious errors in the  Point  and the following 
"Nine   should have been corrected through 
logical struggle were (among  

— the  of the scheme of two possible roads to re
volution: "peaceful and not peaceful"  

— the complete neglect of the agrarian revolution in capitalis-
ti'cly not developed countries  

— the directing of the struggle in all capitalist 
marily versus  instead of the  bourgeoisie; 

 the incorrect and unproven criticisms towards Stalin  

— the rotten thesis of the  of the exclusively internal 
 which was directed against public debate and  

allowed mutual criticism at the most behind closed doors; 

It became evident that Mao  did  assume the role 
of the leader of the international Communist movement like Stalin 
did following  death; nor did he wage a comprehensive 

 theoretically consistent struggle against modern re
visionism. 

In the  Mao Tse-tung actually  take part any longer in the 
great ideological struggles in the international Communist move
ment in the form of comprehensive articles,  or  
Even the meetings  leaders  other  parties came 
to an end in the late of the  early  

 one   that Mao Tse-tung took up the 
 of the works of   Lenin and  

on an equal  is as a  of Marxism-Leni
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8 For these   we have come to the 
8 conclusion that it is  to place Mao 
8  as a classic in the ranks of  
8 and Stalin. 

As far as we  Mao  himself  wanted to 
be  in the ranks with Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin or 
regarded himself as a classic of Marxism-Leninism. 

CONCLUDING STATEMENT 

Many comrades formulate the question as follows: Mao  
is either   a  or he had i  

 revisionist viewpoints.  if Mao Tse-tung led a re
volution as great as the Chinese revolution to victory, it is 
impossible that he later took revisionist  

Other comrades conclude the  if  Tse-tung held re
visionist viewpoints in 1957, it is impossible that he 
ly held Marxist-Leninist viewpoints. 

All of these conceptions are   

Those who argue in this  assume that Marxist-Leninists 
 make   

Behind this argumentation one finds the idea, which dulls  
alertness, that a Marxist-Leninist can never become a representa
tive of a revisionist line. This understanding also includes the 
opposite of this  that a revisionist or a representative of a re
visionist line can never have been a  Such an 
idea is, however, extremely mechanical. It necessarily overlooks 
the necessity of  and  and of ideological 
struggle, in order to  Marxist-Leninists from ta
king up a revisionist line or from becoming  

This determination is necessary because it became evident in the 
course of heated discussions around the question  Mao 
tung a Marxist-Leninist or was he  that such a simple 
schema was at the base of these  

Our Opinion it that one must come to the following  
in face of Mao  theory and practice which is  
rich in proof and verifiable  

Mao  as  great Marxist-Leninist successfully applied 

the teachings of Marxism-Leninism to the democratic stage of 

the Chinese revolution. 

Mao Tse-tung represented in a later stage several serious re

visionist positions. 

These errors do not justify though, a denial of Mao Tse-

tungfs extraordinary  

We decisively refuse the viewpoint therefore that the fact that 
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Mao  for  period of time put out incorrect and 
sionist positions is sufficient to portray him as  
or even as revisionist right from the beginning. 

 we refuse to defend all of Mao  viewpoints 
and  line as a whole and to propagate this as being 
in agreement with  or even as a further 
ment in  

In order to make a correct  of Mao Tse-tung, his role 
in the Cultural Revolution and the struggle he led versus Teng 

 directly before his death are essential. It appears 
that Mao Tse-tung  some of his errors in this period 
and attempted to correct them. It is possible that he made a 
self-criticism during this  however not public  (which 
it is unfortunately not possible to confirm in the near future 
because  the lack of  The Cultural Revolution  
in any case, that he no longer wanted to build socialism in 
alliance with the  rather that he propagated this 
struggle against the bourgeoisie as one of  and  

 Mao  should not  in our  to 
conceal the problems and to present things  as if he always 
would have represented Marxist-Leninist positions. 

Defending Mao  means above all defending his work on 
the anti-imperialist and anti-feudal democratic revolution and 

 war, but at the same time it means that one has to 
 his later revisionist positions and his errors. 
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( 1 ) See the definition of the three types of countries in the 
 of the Communist  Marxistisch-Leni-

nistische   (German  

(2) See  Talk with the Students of  Univer
sity",  J.W.Stalin  On the Chinese Revolution, Marxistisch-
Leninistische   (German  or 

 Collected Works, Volume 9 (German  1927, p. 
 

(3) See Mao  Works, Volume 4, p.  
• (German  

 For example the workers from  and  see 
Mao Tse-tung, "The Struggle in the Mountains of  
1928, Volume 1, p. 88,116 (German  

(5) It refers to some special passages and formulations of Mao 
Tse-tung concerning the following areas  problems of 
tion  the socialist revolution,  tactical problems 
in the parts" of the democratic revolution as well  concrete 
and perhaps exaggerated formulations of Mao Tse-tung in struggle 
against dogmatism and sectarianism during the inner-party-

 

(6) Mao Tse-tung, "Report on the Second Plenary Session of the 
Central  of the Communist Party of China, elected 
on the 7th Party  1949, Volume 4,  (German 

 

(7) See Mao Tse-tung,  the Correct Handling of the Contra
dictions Among the  Volume 5,  (German 

 

(8) See Stalin, "On the Program of the  Mar-
  tenreihe  der 

  p. 82/83 (German  or 
Stalin, Collected Works,   (German  

(9) See  Documents of the Great Proletarian  
Revolution", Peking  (German  

(10) See Enver Hoxha,  and  second 
part, third  Mao   an 

 Theory" (German  

  the proposal (draft) from RCP USA and RCP Chile  
of  Text Proposal on the Basic Principles on the Unity of 

 and on the Line of the International 
    

(12) on the 11th Plenary Session of the 8th Central  
of the Communist Party of China it was pointed out  the 

 Point Proposal" was "written  the personal leader
ship of Comrade Mao  (see   of 
the Great Proletarian Cultural  1970, 

   (German  43 
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(Excerpt from Part II of the  of   
book  and the   jointly prepared 
in four parts by the three organisations Gegen die 

 Westberliner  and the  
Party of  

4 4 
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EQUATING MAO  S WORK WITH THE   TSE-

TUNG  HINDERS ITS ANALYSIS 

We are publishing here an excerpt    Gegen die 
 No.    Part II of the "Criticism of  

 book  Imperialism and the  jointly prepared in 
four parts by  three organisations Gegen die  Westberliner 
Kommunist and the  Party of  

Part I of this Joint Statement was published in 1980 and 
is a criticism of the fundamentally wrong line in the struggle 
against imperialism put forward  this book. 

Part  published in  is a repudiation of  
fundamentally wrong approach in the evaluation of Mao  the 
C.P. of China and the Chinese revolution. 

Part III, published in 1982, criticizes the  
  approach to the problems of the democratic  

of  Chinese revolution. 

Part  published in  is a criticism   revi
sionist positions developed in this book on fundamental problems of 
the development of socialism and communism. 

45 
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 EQUATING MAO  WORK WITH THE   

TSE-TUNG  HINDERS ITS  

 The Content of Mao  Work and the Definition of the 
    Must Not Be Treated Alike 

Enver  begins the chapter of his book "Mao  
 - An Anti-Marxist Theory" with the following  

 present situation in the Communist Party of China, its 
many zig-zags and  opportunist  the frequent 
changes  its strategy, the policy the Chinese leadership has 
been and is following to make China a superpower, quite naturally 
raise the problem of the place and role of Mao Tsetung and his 
ideas, the so-called Mao Tsetung thought, in the Chinese 

 

 Ssetung thought" is a "theory" devoid of the features of 
 All the Chinese  both those who were 

in power before and those who have seized power  have 
always made great play with the "Mao Tse-tung  in their 
forms of organization and ways of  their strategic and 
tactical aims, in order to put their counterrevolutionary plans 
into  (p.  

Already in this passage it can be seen that from the outset 
Mao  work and his role in the Chinese revolution are 
treated  par with the  of the so-called "Mao  

 We cannot agree with  

It is not at all so that the term "Mao Tse-tung  is 
 a synonym for Mao  teachings and  The experience 

of the ideological struggle around the question of   
Thought" during the  35 years and more shows that there has been 
a more or less passionate debate within the ranks of the world 
communist  and within the  of China itself about how to 

 the so-called "Mao   In this debate the 
essential point was  whether the content of Mao  
tic work should be  or not. On the  up to  
there was practically no party in the world  move
ment  did  evaluate Mao Tse-tung to be at least a great 

  this time the discussion within the world 
Marxist-Leninist movement concentrated on the  and 
in what way it was possible to   "Mao Tse-tung 

 

 don* t know of  attempt by Mao  himself 
to  his ideas to be  Tse-tung  
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As far as we  it was Liu  who first undertook 
the attempt to define   teachings"   Tse-tung 
Thought", as it was called later  in his speech "On the Party", 
"A Report Delivered in May 1945 to  Seventh Congress of the  
of  

There he said: 

"The combination of Marxist theory with the practice of the 
proletarian revolution in the era of imperialism and the 
tice of the  revolution in particular, gave rise to 
Russian Bolshevism - Leninism-Stalinism, which not only led the 
Russian people to complete emancipation but also guided and 
still guides the peoples of the whole world  their struggle 
for emancipation. What Comrade Mao Zedong has done as a disciple 
of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin is precisely to unite the 
theories of Marxism-Leninism with the actual practice of the 
Chinese revolution, thus  to Chinese   
Mao Zedong Thought   has guided, and is  the 
Chinese people towards complete  
(Liu Shaoqi "Three Essays On Party  Foreign  
Press, Beijing, 1980, pp.  

This very first attempt to  "Mao Tse-tung  or 
"Mao  teachings" was directed against the  validity 
of Leninism because  s and  s teachings were written off 
to  merely a Russian phenomenon. 

In fact, here the  of a "national communism" is 
raised.  there exists no such thing as  "Chinese  
just as little as there exists a   or "German" 

 Communism, or Marxism-Leninism, is the uniform and 
generally valid  the world proletariat which must be 
creatively applied to the concrete conditions of every  In 
every country the theory of revolution, the correct ideological and 
political line or the victory of the revolution originates from a 
correct combination of the generally valid principles of 
Leninism with the concrete conditions of this  what  
is certainly not any special "theory", a specifically  or 
any other kind of "national communism". 

At the same time, Liu Shao-chi also propagated "Mao  
teachings" in the following  

"It has made great and  contributions to the struggle 
 the emancipation of the peoples of all countries in 

general, and of the peoples in the East in  
 p. 196) 

 years  Liu Shao-chi proclaimed in his Opening 
Speech at the Trade-Union Conference of the Asian and Oceanic 
Countries in 1949 that the path "which the  of  
and semi-colonial countries have to follow in their struggle for 
national independence and  Democracy" is nothing but  path 
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of Comrade Mao Tse-tung"  Liu  quoted from: Chen Po-ta 
"Mao Tse-tung On the Chinese    1972, 

   from the   

In  Chen Po-ta propagated in his writing "Mao Tse-tung 
On the Chinese Revolution", which was distributed  

"Comrade Mao  teachings are a further development of 
Marxism-Leninism applied to the conditions of the  They 
reflect in a concentrated form the experiences of the Revolu-
tion of the East and have great significance for   
they possess universal significance for the struggle in the 
entire   
(Chen Po-ta, "Mao Tse-tung  die chinesische Revolution", 
Reprint Frankfurt  p.   from the Ger. ed.) 

It is obvious that here an attempt is made to  the 
experiences and the theory  the Chinese revolution globally to the 
revolutions in all countries of the world or at least to the libera
tion- struggle of most of the oppressed  It is demanded that 
"Mao  s teachings" and   be applied to the 
concrete conditions of the respective   The  
of Marxism-Leninism is replaced by "Mao Tse-tung  

 Liu Shao-chi, in his speech at the VII. National Con
gress of the C.P. of China in 1945, Mao Tse-tung correctly  

"From its very beginning  Party has based itself on the  
theory of Marxism-Leninism,  Marxism-Leninism is the crys
tallization of the  correct and most revolutionary 

 thought  the world proletariat. When the universal truth 
of Marxism-Leninism began to be integrated with the concrete 
practice of the Chinese revolution, the Chinese revolution took 
on an entirely new  

("On Coalition  Selected Works     

Against the false formula of   Mao 
tung correctly emphasized the internationalist content of 

 the ideology of the world  and he correctly 
demanded that this generally valid truth be combined with the reality 
in  

In   the Opening Address at the First Session of the 
 National   of the   of  

Mao Tse-tung said: 

(x) As stated in our  Evaluation of the Teachings and the 
Work of Mao  the peoples of all colonial, semi-colonial 
and dependent countries have to  Mao  work about the 
Chinese revolution  is based on the application of Lenin's and 

  They  then to  how and to what extent 
they can apply Mao   work to their condi
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"The theoretical basis guiding our thinking is  
("Vol. V",   also "Quotations from Chairman Mao  

  

Finally, in a talk with Japanese  in 1962, 
 Tse-tung did not call for applying "Mao Tse-tung Thought" to the 

questions of the "revolution in  Rather, he unequivocally 
declared: 

"Only the ability to combine the universal truth of 
Leninism with the concrete practice of the Japanese revolution 
can ensure its victory". 
(Quoted in:   Sieg der    

   the Victory of the Revolutionary 
Peoples of all  Peking  transl. from the 
Ger. ed.  

 1966, "Mao  Thought" was again very heavily 
propagated by the C.P. of   now it was not defined to be 

  but to be a  new  Marxism-
Leninism, the Marxism-Leninism  a  new  This thesis 
was   the  time at the  Plenary Session of the 
VIII. Congress of the  of  in August 1966.  See "Docu
ments of the Great Proletarian Cultural     

 also in Peking Review 34/1966,  

Particularly in Lin  speech in  of the 
50th Anniversary of the October Revolution "Mao Tse-tung Thought" 
was propagated in its extreme form to be "obligatory" for the peoples 
of the whole  that is, to be Marxism-Leninism "on a completely 
new  Thus it was opposed to Leninism. In Lin  writing 
"Long Live the  of  War", which was distributed all 
over the  a completely  scheme of the proletarian 
revolution was  Under the banner of  Tse-tung  
certain experiences of the Chinese revolution (above all from the 
anti-Japanese  were transfered to the whole process of the 
world proletarian  which was and is connected with 
trophic  

  "Mao Tse-tung Thought" in the statute 
of the  National Congress of the  of China in 1969 to be 
Marxism-Leninism at a  new stage" ("The Ninth National 
Congress of the Communist Party   Documents, Peking  

(x) In the statute of the   of  C.P. of China in 
 "Mao  Thought" which had been adopted at the  

Congress of the C P . of China in  was again  and only 
 was  We assume that this was  so 

much the result of a    but 
more a reflection of the predominance of the forces orientated 
towards  In view of the  ideas" of the 
Twentieth Congress  the  mentioning "Mao Tse-tung Thought" 
must have seemed to them to be. more of an impediment than anything. 
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p.  implied right from the beginning a frontal attack on 
Leninism as  Marxism of the era of imperialism and the 
tarian revolution"  

After the downfall of Lin  again a correct point of view 
on this question was taken in the documents of the Tenth National 

 

"Chairman Mao has often taught   are still in the era of 
imperialism and the proletarian  The   
principles of Leninism are not  they remain the theo
retical     

 Tenth National Congress of   of China",  
Peking,   

Certainly, this was an important correction, directed not 
only against Lin   but concerning a distortion of 
Marxism-Leninism, which the entire  of China was guilty  

But the Tenth National Congress of the C P . of China did  
analyse the question of "Mao Tse-tung Thought"   In the 
newly adopted statute it even adopted word for word the  
lation  its  basis" as in the statute of the Ninth 
National Congress: 

 Communist Party of China takes  Mao  
tung Thought as the theoretical basis guiding its  

   Also  Ninth  Congress of the Commu
nist Party of  Documents, p. 

With this the door was kept wide open  deviations sailing 
under the  of  Tse-tung  

In our opinion, the construction of so-called "Mao Tse-tung 
Thought"  be  right  the start as  directed 
against  If one  "Mao Tse-tung Thought" to be a 
"new stage of   denies the  that imperia
lism is the highest  of capitalism and that Leninism preserves 
its complete   the victory of world  

 an   development of Marxism-Leninism within 
this era is and will be impossible and  Even the 
teachings of Stalin, whom we evaluate to be a classical  un
like Mao Tse-tung,  be called "Stalinism" or "Stalin  
Similar attempts concerning Mao  works, his  or pre
tended doctrines, must all the more  

(x) See also  Requirements of An International Marxist-Leninist 
General  Part IV  and Course of the World Proletarian 
Revolution", Note 3,  the Era of Mao Tse-tung Thought", ROTE 
FAHNE  183, GEGEN DIE STROMUNG  14, WESTBERLINER KOMMUNIST, 
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We reject  Tse-tung Thought" not only in combination 
with the construction of a "new  The ideological struggle in 
the world communist movement  today shows ever more clearly that 
propagating "Mao Tse-tung Thought" to be the  of 
Marxism-Leninism of a new stage" etc is connected  the fatal 
concept that    Lenin's and Stalin's 
teachings have not withstood the historical experiences of the last 
50  that they are  or even   this 
reason they have to be  or be  by "Mao 
tung   the, revisionist betrayal is more or less openly 
imputed to Marxism-Leninism  it is not traced back to be the 
result of the revision of Marxism-Leninism. The completely rotten 
character of such views can be seen above all in the open and 
hidden attacks on  Marxist-Leninist work. The  of 
the construction  the so-called "Mao Tse-tung Thought" increasingly 
carry out open attacks on Marxism-Leninism,  example with the 
liberalist theses about the  of   in the 

 Party and the supposed existence of the bourgeoisie as a 
class up to communism. There are  a  instances where the 
adherents of "Mao  Thought"  opinions   be 
derived  Mao  authentic work and  even contra
dict it. 

But if we  and combat the  or every con
struction of "Mao Tse-tung  whether in the  of  

 or in the  of "Marxism of a completely new  as 
well as all the revisionist concepts connected v/ith it, it does not 
at all mean     we automatically and in an 

 way reject the whole  of Mao Tse-
 work. The contrary is  The construction of the so-called  

"Mao Tse-tung Thought" has also to be rejected in order to  able  
to evaluate Mao Tse-tung correctly. Only if we proceed from Marxism-
Leninism  the doctrine of   Lenin and Stalin, we 
will be able to evaluate correctly the content of Mao  
work by confronting his  singly and as a body, his  and 

 with the principles of  

We defend Mao  Marxist-Leninist heritage, 
ially his  Marxist-Leninist work about the anti-imperia
list,  revolution in  At the same time, proceeding 

 Marxism-Leninism, we also criticize his revisionist  
particularly his attitude towards the national bourgeoisie in the 
socialist stage of the revolution, expressed in his writings  

 This attitude  contradicts Marxism-Leninism. 

Before we examine, how and with  arguments Enver Hoxha 
opposes the construction of the so-called "Mao Tse-tung  

 he simply  with Mao  work,  is  in 
the interest of meeting the requirements of a comprehensive 

(x) See for this "General Evaluation of  Teachings and the Work 
of Mao  Joint Statement of the Editorial Boards of ROTE 

 WESTBERLINER KOMMUNIST and GEGEN DIE  
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 struggle against modern revisionism to first list in  the 
most important  of the Khrushchev revisionists  
"Mao   

2. The Anti-Marxist  of the Khrushchev-Brezhnev-Revi
sionists' Attacks Against So-Called  Tse-tung Thought" and 
So-Called   

We all know  the modern revisionists have been very vehe
mently combating Mao  work for the last so many  
They have equated Mao  real concepts with the so-called 
"Mao Tse-tung Thought" without  between them and 
have defamed  be "Maoism". In  "Maoism" is defined by 
the Khrushchev-Brezhnev-revisionists as  

 theoretical basis of this  is the "thought of Mao  
tung"  or   is an ideological trend hostile to 

 
 Critique of Mao  Theoretical  Moscow 
  

 "ideological trend hostile to Marxism" is described as 
 

 views never took shape as a  systematic 
world outlook,  a more or less coherent  They are a 
conglomerate of diverse ideas borrowed, depending on the need of 
the moment, from the most diverse  ranging from the con
versations of  to the writings of  That is 
why they are eclectic,  and   
views and political line reveal elements  are  to Naro-

   Trotskyism and other petty-bourgeois 
ideological  However, it would be wrong to  
Mao's views with any of these ideological  Because Maoism 
is  a Chinese  it has deep  
historical, ideological and  roots in Chinese 

   

We are quoting these tirades for our   
A detailed discussion is not worth the time because of the purely 

 character of this manner of   

Regarding the construction of the so-called  Tse-tung 
 the  criticize it  its 
 which calls it the  of  the idea 

of the  of Marxism is also criticized by them. But 
h o w is this criticism done and what  does it have? The 
Khrushchev-Brezhnev-revisionists criticize the Ninth Congress of the 
C.P. of China: 
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 declared Mao to.be the teacher of all the peoples, to he 
the ideological theoretician and Marxist of the entire world 
communist movement; it declared "Mao   to he 
the peak of scientific thought, to he the Marxism-Leninism of 
the present era. The significance of the decisions of the  
Ninth National Congress of  C.P. of China consisted in re
placing Marxism-Leninism by  
("Der Maoismus - ein  und politischer Gegner des 

 Berlin 1974,    from the 
Ger. ed.   

This criticism does not in the least mean that the 
sionists defend Leninism as the Marxism of the era of imperialism and 
the proletarian revolution. On the contrary, the revisionists expli
citly revise  definition of our era. Referring to the Tenth 
National Congress of the C.P. of China, which corrected the Ninth 
National Congress regarding the definition of our era, it is said 
against the correct evaluation of our era given there as being that 
of imperialism and proletarian revolution: 

"For scientific communism the present era is the era of the 
transition  capitalism to socialism, the era of the 
sion of the world into two opposed systems, the socialist and 
the capitalist system. It is the era of the struggle between 
these systems up to the complete victory of the new social 

 With this  the earlier thesis that the pre
sent era is the era of imperialism and the proletarian revo
lution is developed further and enriched. But the Maoists, 
even today, operate with the thesis that the present era is 
that of imperialism and the proletarian revolution". 

 p.  

The  oppose the really 
wrong  of "Mao Tse-tung Thought" given by the  
National Congress of the C.P. of China only for demagogic reasons 
and replace it by another wrong  In reality they attack 

 which they have thrown  under the pretext of 
"new  

A further subject of demagogic criticism by the 
chev-revisionists regarding "Maoism" is the thesis  "Mao 
tung Thought" is   

 believes  application of Marxism in the concrete con
ditions of Chinese reality is a  of Marxism, 
which in  amounts to a distortion and vulgarisation of 

 and its supplanting by the  of Mao  
("A Critique of Mao  Theoretical  
Moscow  p. 290). 

We have already shown  was not Mao Tse-tung but 
Liu Shao-chi who demanded the  of Marxism in the sense 
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of creating    With these stupid allegations the 
 are in reality interested in  the 

Marxist-Leninist imperative to apply  Marxism-Leninism to the con
crete  

"The Maoists have distorted the idea of the creative approach 
to the development of  Referring to the 

 of the Chinese  Mao has tried to create 
a methodology of his  which is different from Marxist-
Leninist  clothing it in  national  

   

With this the Khrushchev-Brezhnev-revisionists deny the 
 task which Lenin set  for the  of 

the oppressed East: 

"Your task is to continue to ensure that communist propaganda 
is carried on in every country in a language the people 

 to translate the true communist  into the 
language of every  

 "Address to the Second All-Russia Congress of Communist 
Organisations of the Peoples of the   Coll. Works  
pp. 161-62). 
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(Excerpt from  Evaluation of the Teachings und the Work 
of Mao  Part     the three 
tions    Party of Austria 
and Gegen die  
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We are reproducing below a Chapter  THE QUESTION OP THE 
CULTURAL REVOLUTION" from the Joint Statement on  "General 
ation of the Teachings   Work of Mao  Part I,  
ed. October 1984,   by the three organisations  the 
Marxist-Leninist Party of Austria, the Westberliner Kommunist and 
Gegen die Stromung. 

Here the three organisations have made a criticism of some of 
the theses and theories, expressed or   during the 
Cultural Revolution, which appear correct to us. These  to name 

 propagating "Mao Tse-tung Thought" and not  as 
the theoretical  propagating the theory of  "continuous 
line struggle" within the Party; the thesis that the bourgeoisie must 
continue to exist as  up to communism; the absence of a self-
critical analysis of the C.P. of  line since  particularly 
in the period from  

 and also precisely in view of the   
these mistakes of the Cultural Revolution by some  we 
think it all the more  to emphasize that the Cultural Revo
lution was and continues to be a source of inspiration for every 
true  that we stand firmly on the side of the 
tionary left and defend  We think, even after the passage of 
almost 20 years, the evaluation of the experiences of the Cultural 
Revolution in China  an  for  Marxist-
Leninists in the   struggle against the imperia
list bourgeoisie, the modern revisionists and opportunists of all 
shades. 

(x) Here we can cite the  of the forces of   
Internationalist Movement" who uphold the Cultural Revolution by 
holding precisely its deviations from  in cardinal 
questions like that of the liquidation of the bourgeosie as a class 
in socialism and the supposed law of the continuous two-line struggle 
in the Communist  Like all opponents of the Cultural 
tion, they reduce to a phrase one of its greatest achievements  its 
unambiguous thrust against RIGHT OPPORTUNISM and  and 
replace this in their practice by that against   
Their hypocritical panegyrics to the Cultural Revolution also suddenly 
die out when it comes to applying the method of   Then 
these people suddenly stand in the same tradition as the revisionists 
who fear nothing more than the hard, clarifying  pole
mics about ideological differences, which, though carried out 
sequently in the Cultural Revolution, is for us  one of 
its very valuable and exemplary legacies. 
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 ON THE QUESTION OF THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION 
 

Perhaps the most difficult task while evaluating Mao  
life and work  1949 to 1976 is the assessment  the period 
from 1965/66 onwards. From this period of the Cultural 
tion (which was officially concluded only in 1977 by the Eleventh 
National Congress, but in actual fact was to some extent brought 
to an end with the Ninth National Congress in  which took 

 in China as a specif ic occurrence under extraordinarily com
plex  there  very few statements by Mao  
and hardly any exact information about his work. His speeches at 
the Plenary sessions of the Central Committee since 1966 (de
scribed as being   as well as his speeches 
at the Ninth and Tenth National Congress of the  China 
were  published. 

 the following we want  assess and, if  critically 
comment on Mao  s most important statements from this 

 However, this is impossible unless we have some evalua
tion of the Cultural Revolution  

The Cultural Revolution in  as well as concretely  China 
this is a  comprehensive theme going far beyond 
the scope of this analysis of Mao  life and  In 
this way or that, it will engage us for many more years. 

With this  we therefore first wish to put forward  
assessment of the Cultural Revolution in the form of  
Then, within this  we wish to consider Mao  
most important statements: 

1.  and  Teachings on the Cultural Revolution, 
Necessary in all Socialist Countries, must Strictly be 
ferentiated from the Peculiarities of the Chinese Cultural 
Revolution 

a)  and  Basic Positions on the Cultural Revolution 

The proletarian revolution begins first with the political 
lution  of the dictatorship of the proletariat, 
proletarian state power) and the revolution in the economic 
sphere (the creation of socialist relations of production) before 
real  culture  become a dominating and determining 
factor in the country. Lenin expressly pointed out the impossi
bility of making  consciousness and culture dominating 
among the masses of the people under the conditions of capita
lism. (See     -   
Directly after the  of the October Revolution he even 

 in opposition to the  that - in 
view of the  problem of illiteracy and the absence of the 
most simple rules of  and accounting - as a 

 in the cultural  a certain minimum amount of 
bourgeois culture would be a big step  1 



 

The question of proletarian  revolution  
ly to the forefront in the Soviet Union owing to the development 
of socialist  the  or  

 of illiteracy and the  education of  working 
masses precisely  those basic  of  and ac
counting spoken of  

In the struggle  communism the c o n s c i o u s n e s s of 
the masses of the people is decisive. The invincibility of com
munism is guaranteed only by the victory over conservatism, pet

 egoism and  the victory over the 
heritage of the ruling class ideologies. (See  

 

The ideological resistance of the   against the world 
of communism is the  deep and most   
which is much more  and complicated to break than 
nomic, political and military resistance. (See  at the 
Ail-Russian Conference of the  LW  -  

The target of this proletarian revolution was specifically the 
reflection of bourgeois ideology in the minds of the working 
people,  the minds of the communist cadres in particular, and 
not simply bourgeois ideology and culture in  It also 
aimed at unmasking those enemies hidden in the  

Mass struggles against  influence (according to 
Stalin   Questions of    
struggles against the power of habit, struggles against the rot
ten concentration exclusively on economic questions (according 
to Stalin  in Party Work and Measures for Liquidating 
Trotskyite and other Double  Works    
struggles from above by the Party leadership and from below by 
the mobilized masses in their  against 
cratic rigidity and the danger emanating from the  

 namely those with the Party book, who  
praise the leadership and thus try to worm their way in (See 
Stalin, Works  Stalin, Works  -
these are the basic tasks of the proletarian cultural  

The  revolution is an ideological cultural revolution 
in so far as it aims at eliminating bourgeois consciousness in 
the ranks of the working people. It is a political force in so 
far a s i t aims a t uncovering and removing c l a s s e n e m i e s 
in the  ranks and in the proletarian state. Both these 

 are very closely connected in practice and influence  
another. The strengthening of the dictatorship of the proletariat 
takes place by mobilizing and making the masses of the people 
under the dictatorship of the proletariat more  takes 
place by weakening  neutralising the   who disguises 
himself, or who  of previously  but now 

  

The cultural revolution  not  the role of the 
nist Party.  is increased because the struggle for con
solidating the dictatorship of the proletariat must be  
in   New and bigger demands will be   the 
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Party because the  is much more  the role of 
communist theory much greater. The significance of the 
plined  becomes much more powerful as the readiness 
and capability  the broad masses of people to extensively as
similate communism under the leadership of the Party  On 
the way to making itself superfluous the role of the dictatorship 
of the proletariat as well as the role of the proletarian Party 

 (See  Works  

The significance and the possibilities of the subjective factor 
also grow in the struggle against the danger of  
Therefore the significance of  the  (as well 
as the state apparatus) not only of class enemies but also of 

 weakened and vacillating elements increases (see 
ting of the Petrograd     

Therefore the increase i n the importance o f  
 and answerability of the entire Party, especially that 

of the Party leadership, towards the working class, the constant 
control of the work done, the public and open disclosure of mis
takes, in order  to repeat them in  

o  can ruin us but our own  
o (Lenin, "The Second  Congress of Miners", 1921, 
o     

b) The Peculiarities of the Cultural  in China 

The Cultural Revolution, begun in China in 1965/66, definitely 
took up in its practice - without expressly referring to Lenin 
or Stalin in these questions - a number of  of  
and  teachings on cultural revolution in  

Thereby, one can name chiefly the m a s s s t r u g g l e 
against bureaucracy and against the danger of  

   and the power of habit, and then 
also the struggle for strengthening the dictatorship of the 
proletariat. 

But one of the most important, perhaps the most important charac
teristics of the Cultural Revolution in China was that above all 
it was a gigantic class struggle, a political revolution for the 
real establishment of the dictatorship of the proletariat in all 
areas against the revisionist clique of Liu Shao-chi and Teng 

 

The revisionists had  power in the Party, in the state 
apparatus and even in the majority of the enterprises. They 
had to be  

The Cultural Revolution as a political revolution, as a socialist 
revolution against the  was also a n at
tempt to consequently continue the  for. socialism, which 
up to now had  been begun and waged. It was now a 

 class struggle between the proletariat and the 
bourgeoisie, and should therefore be understood as an attempt 
to make a transition from the democratic to the socialist stage 
of   under extraordinarily difficult  
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In addition, the Cultural Revolution in China was a conscious 
world political answer to the restoration of capitalism in the 
Soviet Union and other East European countries. As  basic 
factor it stressed that even the generations who have grown up 
in socialism must continue to hold high the flag of revolution, 
that millions of successors for the cause of the proletariat must 
emerge from among the youth.  

To study, analyse and to comprehensively grasp the peculiarities 
of the Chinese Cultural Revolution means actually to analyse and 
understand the p r e - h i s t o r y and the  d e v 

 which made the Cultural Revolution with such 
unusual features (as the predomination of the revisionists in 
the Party, in the state and in the majority of the enterprises) 
at all n e c e s s a r y . Above  means to understand how 
such a catastrophic situation arose that the  of China on the 
whole was no longer the real  headquarter of the 
proletariat. 

  study of the Chinese Cultural Revolution un
covering all its mistakes  all the more necessary because the 
tendency  the   to recommend its Cultural 
tion as a model for all countries was  a  dominant  
the Party press. 

However much we hail in the Chinese Cultural Revolution all that, 
which is linked with  and Stalin's teachings on the cultu
ral revolution under the dictatorship of the proletariat, how
ever much we defend the Cultural Revolution as a powerful blow 
against  in China and also against the world-wide 
Krushchovian revisionism, we have still to be very conscious of 
where and to what extent during the Cultural Revolution the 
C.P.of China,  Mao Tse-tung   answers to the 
situation that  arisen. 

c) Our Opinion About the Basic Mistakes of the Cultural 
lution Must Be  as Criticism Based on  

Formulated in the form of  criticism  to the 
following  

1. 
In the ideological struggle prime importance was not given to 
the propagation of the teachings of   and Stalin 
either in general or in relation to the questions of cultural re
volution and the continuation of the revolution under the dicta
torship of the  

In particular, the experiences from  time were in fact 
wrongly used as being in the main a   The po
sitive experiences of the class  in the Soviet  
were not really evaluated and  A completely wrong 
criticism of Stalin was  

 
Instead    was propagated as the  ideo
logical  and with that the role of Marxism-Leninism was 
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devalued. Underlying this was the notion that Mao  and 
the Chinese Cultural Revolution had now eliminated Lenin's and 

  (which they had committed  or 
on the basis of  responsibility) and that now 

 had reached an  new  

3. 
Such a notion made two things impossible:  no 
ding at all could be created about  extensive mistakes of 
the   line before  which had at all enabled 
the  of the  nor could an understand
ing be created about Mao  mistakes in this connection. 
The completely wrong thesis was propagated that all mistakes 
were "smuggled in"  Liu  Thus, the entire scope of 
the struggle against revisionism could not be recognized at all. 

Secondly, with such a notion the mistakes committed during the 
Cultural Revolution itself could not be exposed  

4. 
Basic theoretical mistakes of the Cultural   con
nection  the attempts to construct "Mao Tse-tung  
and the absence o f  c r i t i c i s m o f the  
China's basic line) consisted in wrongly generalizing 

 characteristics of Chinese reality. The causes of these 
 have been  instead of raising them to the level 

of a  

 this concerns the thesis that in socialism the 
sie exists as a class up to communism. In  obviously 
there still existed upto 1966  for part of the national 

 In   of the state enterprises became in
dependent  enterprises of the new  
However, just this was a mistake, and also a  feature 
in  connected with the wrong  on the transition from 
the democratic to the socialist  Precisely this was 
not exposed: the elimination of the bourgeoisie   class was 
not propagated, instead the continued existence of the  
oisie as a  even under socialist relations of  
was presented as a theoretical discovery of    
In this connection it  even criticized that Stalin eliminated 
the bourgeoisie as a class and the law of the existence of the 
bourgeoisie as a class up to  was propagated for all 
countries of the  

Similarly, this also concerns the thesis of the "two-line strugg
le within the  It  right to disclose  in China the 

 as a  still existed (but in order to 
 this  Just  it also had to be made clear 

that evidently there existed   even into 
the leadership of the  China for a long time. The mistake 
at this point did not lie in admitting this  and honestly. 
The mistake began when a virtue was made of a necessity,  
this fatal fact was generalized for the future and for all coun
tries  a theoretical discovery of Mao Tse-tung  in
stead of making clear that the  line completely 
bad to  the revisionist line, had to eliminate it from the 
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5. 
The attempt to hush up past mistakes which led to the Cultural 
Revolution  this particular form also showed itself in the 
thesis that the Cultural Revolution was most  With this 
thesis a  analysis regarding the reasons for per
mitting the revisionists to predominate was naturally made im
possible. 

6. 
The  a new Cultural Revolution should take place every 
six to seven years, so to say cyclically, was wrong in many 
respects: 

The specific form of the Chinese Cultural Revolution, with all 
its very unfavourable conditions and peculiarities, was pro
pagated as a law which regularly repeated itself. 

This  the idea that a new massive appearance 
of the revisionists was to be regarded as  All hopes 
were set on the  cultural revolution, instead of on the 
immediate  struggle. 

7. 
With regard to the practice of the Cultural Revolution (here 
apart from the extreme forms of ridiculing Mao  through 
absurd forms of personality cult, which were later corrected) 
the serious point was the absence of a mass line  the practice  
of the  leadership, the   publicity with regard to 
the i n n e r - P a r t y situation and the  
struggle. 

Particularly in connection with Lin  downfall and the dis
missal of Chen Po-ta, as well  with the   
of Teng Hsiao-ping, on no account c o n f i d e n c e in the 
Party leadership was created. On the contrary, all these things 
were  of sufficient transparence and were not extensively 

 

Necessarily an atmosphere of uncertainty arose. The clear proleta
rian leadership of a Bolshevist Party was  which gained and 

 the confidence of millions of people by the public and compre
hensive substantiation of all its steps and by its unity between word 
and action. 

A systematic and comprehensive exposition and above all a sub
stantiation of all these theses  of course, yet to be 
taken  

Thereby, already here it should be  that in the majo
rity of Mao  quotations cited below there  evidence 
of the endeavour to check or  certain  

 

At the same  it  also evident that Mao Tse-tung did  
oppose  the Cultural Revolution, indeed he 
even gave massive support to  

In the following we shall  a  on each of Mao  
important  But even all these  in no way 
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enable a real analysis of Mao   His life and work 
in this period are not known extensively enough owing to the 
entirely wrong practice of  even in central ideolo 

  

d) Standpoint on Mao  Most Important Statements Before 
and  the Cultural Revolution  

In the following section not a single writing by Mao  
can be used because only excerpts or fragmentary quotations ex
ist as authentic statements by Mao Tse-tung. 

This is all the more  because in  last phase of 
his life Mao Tse-tung had obviously  his attitude 
towards the   

It is also highly unfortunate for another   
precisely these statements by Mao Tse-tung which  
be verified in their  have very often been interpreted 
in a certain sense,  a sense making them valid for a l l 
countries. 

The most important passages from Mao  speeches and 
writings in this period are contained in the following  

"On  Phoney Communism and Its Historical Lessons 
For the  (Ninth Comment  the  Concerning the 
General Line of the World Communist Movement") 

 to the Ninth National Congress  the  China" 

 to the Tenth National Congress of the   

as well as in lead articles from the period of the campaign 
to study the theory of the dictatorship of the proletariat 
and the "struggle against the wind from the  against 
Teng  

The Period immediately Prior to the Cultural Revolution 

 the  following 1957 the main problem was  the 
 national  Certainly, in connection with the 

international struggle  modern revisionism, a  
struggle took place in various phases within the  China 
itself between the line of the   Liu  
and Mao  line. This  that above all it was the 
question o f the  arisen bourgeoisie. 

 

•It  not    
  

 i    the Party 
with regard to his  towards 
the   To be  

in the wall newspapers it was 
©d that   had  

 at the Eleventh Ple
 of the Eighth Central  

(See  on  by 
ver   
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At  in  of the revisionist  Mao  
drew the attention of the Party and the world  
ment towards the q u e s t i o n o f c a d r e s ,  the 
question of the successors of the revolution. 

In  here was a serious answer to the question: How was it 
possible that Stalin's Socialist Soviet Union degenerated though 
it had a correct line in the struggle against imperialism and for 
building socialism? How was it possible that there were  
enough steeled,   cadres who 
were able to withstand not  metal bullets, but also 
the sugar-coated ones of the bourgeoisie  

Mao  elaborated: 

 order to guarantee that our Party and country do not 
change their colour, we must not only have a correct line  
and correct policies but must train and bring up millions 

  who   on the cause of   
 

In the final analysis, the question of training successors 
for the revolutionary cause of the proletariat is one of 
whether or not there will be people who  carry on the 

 revolutionary cause started by the older 
generation of proletarian  whether or not 
the leadership of our Party and state will remain in the 
hands of proletarian  whether or not our 
descendants will continue to march  the correct road 
laid down by   in other words, whether 
or not we can successfully  the emergence of Krush 
chovite revisionism in  In short, it is an extremely  

 question, a matter of  and  our Party 
 our  It is a question of  importance 

to the proletarian revolutionary  for a hundred, a thou
sand, nay ten thousand years.  themselves on the chan
ges in the Soviet Union, the imperialist prophets are pin
ning their hopes of "peaceful evolution" on the third or 
fourth generation of the Chinese Party. We must shatter these 
imperialist prophecies. From our highest  down 
to the grass-roots, we must everywhere give constant 
tion to the training and upbringing of successors to the 
revolutionary cause. 

What are the requirements for worthy successors to the 
lutionary cause of the proletariat? 

They must be genuine  and not revisionists 
like Krushchov wearing the cloak of   

  Mao  did not elaborate in greater 
detail this first, in our opinion most   
It would have been necessary to elaborate the exceeding impor
tance of the  education of the cadres and all 
Party  for a real  of Marxist-Leninist theory. 

At the Eighth Party Congress of the   Stalin said: 
 continued on next page 
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They must be revolutionaries who  serve the 
majority of   of China and the whole  and must 
not be like Khrushchov who serves both the interests of the 
handful of members of the privileged bourgeois stratum in his 
own country and those of foreign imperialism and  

They must be proletarian statesmen capable of uniting and 
working together with the overwhelming majority. Hot only 
must they unite with those who agree with them, they must 
also be  at uniting with those who disagree and even with 
those who  opposed them and have since been proved 
wrong. But they must especially watch out for careerists and 
conspirators like Khrushchov and prevent such bad elements 

 usurping the leadership of the Party and Government at 
any level. 

They must be  in applying the  democratic 
lism, must master the method of leadership based on the prin
ciple of  the masses, to the  and must cultivate 
a democratic  and be good  listening to the  
They must not be despotic like Khrushchov and violate the 

 democratic centralism, make surprise attacks on com
rades or act arbitrarily and  

They must foe modest and prudent and guard against arrogance 
and  they must be imbued with the spirit of self-
criticism and have the courage to correct mistakes and short
comings in their  They must not cover up their errors 
like Khrushchov, and claim all the credit for themselves and 
shift all the blame on others. 

Successors to the revolutionary cause of the proletariat come 
forward in mass struggles and are tempered in the great storms 
of  It is essential to test and know cadres  
choose and train successors in  long course of mass  

  Phoney Communism and Its Historical Lessons 
for the  9th Comment in the "Proposal Concerning the 
ral   Peking Review,   

FOOTNOTE continued from  page        
 higher the political level and the  

ledge of the workers in any branch of state or Party  
the better  more  will be the work  and the 
more effective the  of  work; and, vice   
lower the political level of the workers, and the less they 
are  with the knowledge of Marxism-Leninism, the greater 
will be the likelihood of disruption and failure in the work, 
of the workers themselves  shallow and deteriorating 
into paltry  of their degeneration  

 on the Work of the Central Committee to the 
Eighteenth Congress of the     

Therefore Stalin also set the tasks 

  training of cadres, is to  our 
cadres in all branches of work to become versed in the 

  of the laws of   

(Ibid,  
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In our  in this passage a really fundamental problem is 
very rightly brought up,  of the solid education of 
the cadres and the masses in the class struggle against 
lism and opportunism under the conditions of  

 answer with regard to the danger of bureaucratic 
tion of functionaries from the masses was the collective 
tion of functionaries in productive work, practised even before 
the Cultural Revolution: 

 is necessary to maintain the system of cadre participa
tion in collective productive labour. The cadres of our Party 
and state are ordinary workers and not overlords sitting  
the backs of the people. By taking part in collective pro
ductive labour, the cadres maintain extensive, constant and 
close ties with the working  This is a major measure 
of fundamental importance for a socialist  it helps 
to overcome bureaucracy and to prevent revisionism and 
 
(Ibid,  

Similarly, even  the outbreak of the Cultural  
Mao Tse-tung had repeatedly  attention to the new possibi
lities of the enemies and the danger of restoration: 

 the enemies with guns have been wiped  there will 
still be enemies without  they are bound to struggle 
perately against us, and we must never regard these enemies 
lightly. If we do not raise and understand the problem in this 

 we shall commit the gravest  
(Mao  at  Plenary  of the Seventh 
Central Committee of the   1949, quoted  

 to the Ninth National Congress of the Communist Party 
of China", Peking Review,   

At the  conference in August    at the Tenth 
Plenum of the Eighth Central Committee Mao   while 
pointing out the danger of  

"Socialist society covers a fairly long historical period. 
In the historical period of socialism, there are still clas
ses, class contradictions and class  there is the 
struggle  the socialist road and the capitalist  
and there is the danger of capitalist restoration. We must 
recognize the protracted and complex nature of this struggle. 
We must heighten our vigilance. We must conduct socialist 
education. We must correctly understand and handle class 
contradictions and class  distinguish the contra
dictions between ourselves and the enemy from those among the  
people and handle them  Otherwise a socialist coun
try like ours will turn  its  and  and 
a capitalist restoration will take  From now on we must 
remind ourselves of this every year, every month and every 
day so that we can retain a rather  understanding of 
this problem and have a   
(Quoted  to the  National Congress  the C.P. 
of  Peking Review,   
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This basic statement, quoted again and  in the   
 aimed unquestionably at heightening  and 

manded a    with the danger of 
pitalist restoration. 

 our opinion, this was a very important and correct advice 
given by Mao Tse-tung.  

A year later Mao Tse-tung sharpened his tone further and warned 
even more urgently against the danger of revisionist degeneration 
With the frightful experience of the degenerated Soviet Union in 

 called upon Party  the working class and the mas
ses of the people never to forget class struggles 

 in the absence of these  the landlords, rich 
peasants,  bad elements and ogres of 
all kind were allowed to crawl out, while our cadres were to 
shut their eyes to all this and in many cases fail even to 

 between the enemy and ourselves but were to 
collaborate with the enemy and become corrupted and demora 
lized, if our cadres were thus dragged into the enemy camp 
or the enemy were able to sneak into our ranks, and if many 
of our workers, peasants, and intellectuals were left defence
less against both  soft and the hard tactics of the enemy, 
then it would  take long, perhaps only several years or a 
decade, or  decades at most, before a  
tionary restoration on a national scale inevitably occured, 
the Marxist-Leninist party would undoubtedly become a revi 
sionist party or a fascist party, and the whole of China 
would  its  

(Mao Tse-tung, Note on  Seven Well-Written Documents of 
the Chekiang Province Concerning  Participation in 
Physical  May  Quoted    s 
Phoney Communism and its Historical Lessons  the  
Peking Review,   

 The  correct statement that  class contradic
tions and class struggles" continue to exist in the period of 
socialism   interpreted to mean that the bourgeoisie must 
continue to exist as a class in the entire period  socialism 
up to  

Such a view, however, is a very arbitrary interpretation of this 
 Even if the bourgeoisie as a class is  

there still exist various classes, class struggle still takes 
place  class enemies inside and outside the  In 
so far Mao  quotation is completely  though 
it was used to start a false polemic against Stalin. For the 
b o u r g e o i s i e i s  directly considered   
In  passage it remains open whether Mao  by the cla
sses existing  the historical period of  meant 
only the working class and the class of the   

 whether he also  the bourgeoisie which continued  
exist as a class. 
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I n 1965, actually i n 1966, the C u l t u r a l 
 began with great force in China. The dangerous picture 

 presented by   in 1963 had  even more 
menacing. Against  the Cultural Revolution was begun. 

The Period from 1966 to 1969 

The Cultural Revolution as  political revolution, as a  
 struggle against the bourgeoisie - the  Revo

lution as a continuation of the class struggle between the pro
letariat and bourgeoisie, as a lever for the socialist 
tion  these are the determining features of the Cultural Revo
lution in   statements. 

With regard to the question of the   i.e., 
the bourgeoisie in general, absolutely n o more statements by 
Mao  can be found in the quotations published during this 
period saying that the contradictions between proletariat and 
bourgeoisie can be resolved  that these contra
dictions have   so forth. 

Quite the contrary   Mao Tse-tung defined the Cultural Revo
lution as 

 However, in a qualified  must be said that not only 
the writing "On the Correct Handling of Contradictions Among the 
People" was propagated as a model in the central  of 
the Cultural Revolution, but   In the so-called "Red 
Book", published in mass editions in December 1966, in Chapter 
II precisely the wrong revisionist position is propagated (which 
had practically  thrown  in the documents of this 
period) that  our  the contradiction between the work
ing class and the national bourgeoisie comes under the category 
of contradictions among the   and can  
formed  a non-antagonistic one and be resolved by peaceful 

  

Ideologically and  this was a sabotage of the 
and-death class struggle against all representatives of the 
ploiting classes during the Cultural  In its method 
it shows that the entire manner of compiling quotations 
rically and  not only contradicts Marxist-
Leninist study, but also leads to the possibility of arbitrarily 
misusing the authority of a leader like Mao Tse-tung for certain 

  For, the aim of the  
in the Red Book was expressly to be able to  the cur
rent struggle with the help of Mao   (See 
for that the foreword to the   by  Piao) 

This particularly  also  that it is an 
givable mistake (which facilitated this  falsification)  

firstly to publish faulty writings without a   
 secondly  to publish   speeches by 

Mao  but to treat  mo to say,  secret  
For  these  Mao Tse-tung very definitely shares a 
large part of the  
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 great political revolution carried out by the   
against the bourgeoisie and all other   it 
is a continuation of the prolonged struggle waged by the 
nese  Party and the  of revolutionary people 
under its leadership against the Kuomintang  a 
continuation of the class struggle between the proletariat 
and the  
(Quoted  to the Ninth National Congress of the C.P. 
of  Peking Review,  

What character does the contradiction between proletariat and 
bourgeoisie have  At the time of the Cultural Revolution 
Mao Tse-tung unambiguously stated: 

"Can equality be permitted on such a basic question as the 
struggle of the proletariat against the bourgeoisie, the dic
tatorship of the proletariat over the bourgeoisie, the dicta
torship of the proletariat in the  including 
all the various spheres of culture, and the continued efforts 
of the proletariat to weed out those representatives of the 
bourgeoisie who have sneaked into the Communist Party and who 

  to oppose the red flag? For decades the old-
line Social Democrats, and for over ten years the modern re
visionists,  never allowed the proletariat equality with 
the bourgeoisie. They completely deny that the several thou
sand years of human  are a history of class struggle. 
They  deny the class struggle of the proletariat 
against the bourgeoisie, the proletarian revolution against  
the bourgeoisie and the dictatorship of the proletariat over  
the  They are a  of counter-revolutionaries 
opposing the Communist Party and   

Their struggle against us is one of life and death, and there 
is no question of equality. Therefore, our struggle against 
them, too, can be nothing but a   and 
our relationship with them can in no way be one of equality. 
On the contrary, it is a relationship in which one class  
presses another, that is, the dictatorship of the proletariat  

 the bourgeoisie. There can be no other  of  
 such as a so-called relationship of equality or of 

peaceful coexistence between exploiting and exploited classes, 
or of kindness or  
(Quoted  of the Central Committee of the Chinese 

  16,1966. Foreign Languages Press, Peking, 
1967,  

In this passage  becomes clear that evidently, caused by the 
hard struggle after 1957, Mao Tse-tung had unambiguously arrived 
at the Leninist position that the  of the proletariat 

 be exercised over the bourgeoisie, that this is an a n t a -
  a    

With this  old one contradicting  is, in 
 thrown overboard (but  this is done  

any  
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Let us return to the question of the bourgeoisie as  class in 
socialism. In 1968# Mao  that he proceeded  the 
fact that in  the bourgeoisie still existed as a  

 have won great victory. But  defeated class will still 
struggle. These people are still around and this class still 

 
(Quoted  to the Ninth National Congress of the Com
munist Party of  Peking  

Here a problem is raised, which had already been broached in the 
 Line Polemics", namely, whether it is a  that 

the bourgeoisie exists as a class during the  
iod of socialism. Does the necessity of class struggle arise sol
ely or above all from this fact? 

 the contrary,  it not so that precisely after a certain 
point,  the elimination of exploitation of man by 
man, after the establishment of socialist relations of produc
tion  the entire country, the bourgeoisie as a class owning  
the means o f production i s  and  
the class struggle of the proletariat against imperialism in 
general, against the remnants  inner reaction and newly arisen 
revisionist elements must b e  

This question is necessary because the  China itself (for 
example in the Ninth Party Congress or in. the  Line Po
lemics") indeed  the existence of the bourgeoisie as  
a class as a general law valid for all countries for the entire  
period of  

From Mao  passage quoted above it does  follow 
that the bourgeoisie as a class must n e c e s s a r i l y 
exist up to communism. Rather, he goes into the concrete condi
tions existing in China at that time and states that there the 

 this point of  still  a  
And  was an indisputable fact. 

This must be   especially against 
ders" of Mao Tse-tung, whose main method consists in a schematic 
generalization of certain statements and conclusions of Mao 
tung - which merely established China's concrete situation  for 
all countries and all   thereby do this ad  
Beyond that,  of Mao Tse-tung" have also gone 
over to giving out, unexamined, positions of the  China 
as being Mao  views and to ascribing all those 
ments to Mao  which  imperialists and revisionists 
simply assert to be originating from him. 

In another  too, it becomes clear that Mao Tse-tung 
is concerned with the  of the Cultural Revolution in C h i  as 

  contradiction   by the-
great proletarian cultural revolution is the contradiction 
between the two  the proletariat and the 
bourgeoisie, and between the two roads, the socialist and 
the  The  target of attack in the present 
movement is those in the Party who  in power and are 

http://to.be
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ing the capitalist  
 Lin  Speech at the Peking Rally to 

ve Revolutionary Teachers and Students from All Parts of 
 September  Peking  

Here it  clear that prior to the Cultural Revolution the 
bourgeoisie had not  been eliminated as a class.  

However, it also becomes clear that Mao Tse-tung did  
direct the gigantic class struggle of the Cultural Revolution 
against the  exploiters.  in any way disassociated 
from   exploiting class, as can be seen today) in the 

 once revolutionary cadres had d e g e n e r a t e d  
certain "independent kingdoms" had been rigged up. These resist
ed the dictatorship of the proletariat and established bourgeois 
power organs with the help of which they gained 
sion of certain sectors of production and  funds. Thus 
they became  exploiting elements. Precisely  this sense 
we understand Mao  brief   bourgeoisie is 
right in the middle of the Communist  

The Cultural Revolution was, however, not only a harsh revolu
tion against the c l a s s  was also a n ideolo
gical revolutionizing of the consciousness of the masses, a 
volutionizing of the Party too. 

It was a question of finding new forms  educating the masses 
and the cadres i n   s t r u g g l e s . 

It is certainly Mao  merit to have pointed out that 
the struggle against the class  and the solidarist educa
tion of the comrades can on no account be so simply separated 
from another. On this  stated: 

 After the Teng-Hua clique acceded to power the bourgeois 
press reported with great satisfaction that now e x p r o p r i 
a t i o n and  of   rates of interest of the 
national bourgeoisie from the period of the Cultural Revolution 
had been  and that the national bourgeoisie had now 
regained its expropriated property, including its rates of in
terest. The bourgeois parties banned in the Cultural Revolution 
were now permitted. 

During the Cultural Revolution the  China did not publish 
in its press any details about the c o n c r e t e line taken  
towards the national bourgeoisie, to what extent the national 
bourgeoisie had been expropriated, its rates of  annul
led or demanded back  This is naturally a serious drawback 
for an  understanding of the   s  its prac
tical  and correction. One of the causes is definite
ly that the capitalist   the Party and not the old na
tional bourgeoisie were seen as the  a i n 

 rightly  
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 the   fought north    was easy to fight 
such wars. For the enemy was obvious. The present Great 
tarian Cultural Revolution is much more difficult than that 
kind of 

 problem is that those who  ideological errors are 
mixed up with those whose contradiction with us is one be
tween ourselves and the  and for a time it is hard to 
sort them  
(Quoted  to the Ninth National Congress of  
Communist Party of  Peking  

The immediate aim of the Cultural Revolution was naturally the 
victory over Liu  revisionist clique. But it was much 
more basic to steel the masses and  cadres ideologically  
this political class struggle. For this reason the Cultural Re
volution was not only a political revolution for the real 
lishment of the dictatorship of the proletariat in all areas, 
but, beyond that, it was very consciously also an ideological 
cultural revolution of the proletariat. 

Mao  pointed, out: 

"The great proletarian cultural revolution is a great revolu
tion that touches people to their very souls and aims at solv
ing the problem of their world outlook." 
(Quoted  Along the Road Opened Up By the October 
Socialist Revolution", Peking  15) 

And so the Cultural Revolution not only mobilized  masses in 
their millions against the bearers of bourgeois ideology, who 
were enemies, but the masses were also called upon to demolish 
bourgeois ideology in general, in order to arm themselves with 
proletarian  

Mao Tse-tung stated fully correctly: 

 is no construction without destruction. Destruction 
means criticism and repudiation, it means  It in
volves reasoning things out, which is  Put de
struction first, and in the process you have  
(Quoted  of the Central Committee of the  
Communist  16,1966, Foreign Languages Press, 
Peking 1967,  

Another axiom propagated in the Cultural Revolution was the 
m a s s l i n e ,  incorporation o f the masses i n all 
affairs, revolutionary mass publicity,  criticism and mass 

 

Mao   

 experience merits attention. A line or a view
point must be explained constantly and repeatedly. It  
do to explain  only to a few people; they must be  
known to the broad revolutionary  
(Quoted  to the Ninth National  of the 
  Party of  Peking   30) 
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In  he said about  Revolution itself: 

 the past we waged struggles in rural areas, in factories, 
in the cultural  we carried out the socialist 
tion  But all this failed to solve the problem be
cause we  not find a form, a method, to arouse the broad 

 to expose our dark aspect openly, in an  way 
and   
(Ibid,  

In the Cultural Revolution various  of proletarian democracy 
became active: millions of factory meetings, huge mass debates 
and prosecution meetings, millions of wall newspapers - all these 
were an expression of  activation of  masses in their mil 
lions without which the dictatorship of the proletariat cannot 
really exist. These were magnificent, exemplary forms of struggle 
and, although they caused  calumniatory tirades from 
imperialists and revisionists in the whole world, they also 
thused revolutionaries all over the  

A serious  against the Cultural Revolution was and still 
is that allegedly the  had  leadership, that the 

 dominated. Behind these clumsy attacks is the real 
problem that at first the Red Guards mainly consisted of  
and that they played a specially active role in the struggle 
against the revisionist clique  especially in  
But at the latest in January 1967, when the  storm in 
Shanghai" set into action an important section of  
ing class against the  it became clear that the 
most conscious sections of the working class were the actual 
leading force, who had to ensure clarity even in the 
ties and schools. 

Particularly in  Tse-tung issued the  

 working class must exercise leadership in  
(Ibid,  

and 

 working class should always raise its political 
consciousness in the course  the  
(Ibid,  

The question of the proletarian hegemony was naturally above 
 a question of the proletarian Party. 

Me do not know whether there is any more exact analysis of the 
 conditions by Mao  (The leadership of the Party 

was obviously  the  hands prior to the Cultural 
 It is still very characteristic that Mao Tse-tung 

called for purging the Party of all   and propa
gated a renewal of the Party. He declared: 

 Party  should be composed of the advanced 
elements of the  it should be a vigorous vanguard  
organization capable  leading the proletariat and the re
volutionary masses in the  against the class  
(Ibid,  
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 human being has arteries and veins through which the heart 
makes the blood   he breathes with his  
exhaling carbon dioxide and inhaling fresh oxygen, that is, 
getting rid of the stale and taking in the  A 

 party must also get rid of the stale and take in the 
fresh, for only thus   be full of vitality.  
eliminating waste matter and absorbing fresh blood the Party 
has no  
(Ibid,  

In our opinion, Mao  statements quoted here  the 
portance of the ideological education of the masses in class 
struggle, on the forms  democracy, on the leader
ship of the working class and on the purge and renewal of the 
proletarian  are all   be defended and not 

  Of  not a single quotation cited here  
even approximately the underlying  of  real course of 
the Chinese Cultural Revolution, or even the theoretical positi
ons of  on the necessity and the methods of carry
ing out a cultural revolution  general. 

On the causes and perspectives of the concrete Cultural  
tion in   to emphasize four passages originating 
from this  

At  at the First Plenary Session of the Central  
of the Ninth National Congress of the  China, Mao Tse-tung 
stated in  

 seems that it  do not to carry out the Great 
tarian Cultural Revolution, for our foundation is not  
Judging from my  I am afraid that in a   

  of factories - I  mean all or the 
whelming majority of them - leadership was not in the hands  
of  Marxists and the masses of  
(Mao  Speech at the First Plenary Session of the 
Ninth Central  of the   Quoted  
Exercising Ail-Round Dictatorship Over the  by 
Chang  Peking   

This candid  which appears to be very realistic too, 
naturally raises the question why the masses in their millions 
were not  earlier against the  for  
at a time when they did not yet have the leadership  the 
rity of the enterprises, their position in the Party leadership 
had not yet been" consolidated  

This and  questions raised by the delegation of the  
in China were regularly answered by responsible comrades of the 
  China with the following quotation of too  

 current Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution is 
lutely necessary and most timely for consolidating the dic
tatorship of the   capitalist resto
ration and building  

 the Ninth National Congress of   China, 
Peking Review,   
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  - precisely this we find w r o  g  We do not 
know the context of this quotation, but it is certainly possible 
that Mao  with this quotation replied to those who babb
led that precisely now, at this moment, when the Vietnam war had 
sharpened the international situation  the situation was 
too unfavourable for the Cultural Revolution in China and simi
lar excuses.  even in such a case Mao Tse-tung 
should have emphasized that  Cultural Revolution was perhaps 
begun a little too  and in no case too early. 

Mao  above quotation necessarily serves to justify 
the situation prior to the Cultural  A self-critical 
analysis of  conditions in China, which necessiated the Cul
tural Revolution as a political campaign to remove Liu Shao-chi 
from power, is made impossible right from the beginning by put
ting forward the thesis that everything was   and 
took  so to say according   Whereas during the 
Cultural Revolution it became evident,  even to the external ob
server, that naturally the struggle against the revisionist 
dits in China should have been taken up very much earlier and 
very much more radically.  respect to the p e r s p e c 

 of the Cultural  Tse-tung during the 
tural Revolution itself drew attention to the fact that for him 
the problems could not be considered so easily as   

In 1966 he  

 representatives of  bourgeoisie who have sneaked 
into the Party, the  the army  various sphe
res of culture are a bunch of  revisio
nists. Once conditions are ripe, they will seize political 

 and turn the dictatorship of the proletariat into a 
dictatorship of the bourgeoisie. Some of them we have already 
seen through, others we have  Some are still trusted by 
us and are being trained as our successors, persons like 
Khrushchov, for example, who are still nestling beside us." 
(Quoted  of the Central Committee of the  

 Foreign Languages Press Peking, 1967,  

Envisaging the problem of double-dealing, Mao Tse-tung obviously 
proceeded from the fact that the Party cannot really be purged 
in one single  like that of the Cultural Revolution from 
1966 to 1969. 

Mao Tse-tung  

 present great cultural revolution is only the  
there will inevitably be many more in the future. In the 
last few years  Mao Tse-tung has said repeatedly that 
the issue of who will win  the revolution can only be sett
led  a long historical period. If things are not properly 
handled, it is  for  restoration to take 
place at any time. It should not be thought by any Party mem
ber or any one of the people in our country that everything 
will be all right after one or two great cultural revolutions, 
or even three or four. We roust be very much  the alert and 
never lose  
(Quoted from: Renmin Ribao of May 18,1967  Great Histo
ric  Peking Review 21/1967,  
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Here it  clear that by c u l t u r a l r e  o  u  
 Mao  did not mean the continuous cultural 

 which in principle was  to be carried  
in the  of Lenin and  This cultural revolution 
naturally had its peaks and low points, but it still was not 
concluded from time to time and then restarted. On the con
trary, Mao  understood by it certain campaigns (and 
he foresaw many more of them)  which could be used as a spe
cific weapon according to necessity. 

Underlying this view is the mistake of not going  the root 
of the matter. We do not deny the necessity at all that in 
China after the campaign from 1966 to 1969 a renewed revolu
tionary storm, say from 1975 to 1976 should have swept away 
much more thoroughly people  Teng and  So,  

 Cultural  in Mao  sense of the 
term, would have been urgently opportune. However, we are 
much more concerned with the fact that by this representation 
Mao Tse-tung does not create any understanding of the quest
ion that here we are not dealing with an objective law, but 
with the attempt to correct grossly wrong developments by 

 means. 

However,  the long run, the method  only go amiss 
because each time  by  and referring to future 
cultural  campaigns in Mao  sense -
the growth of revisionism will be considered "normal". 
Revisionism will be given a chance to recuperate, to recover 
itself  in order to then again initiate "at a most 
timely moment" a cultural revolutionary mass  

The correct thing is always to look for  own mistakes 
which at all enabled the strengthening of revisionism, to 
eliminate these, and so by means of a permanent activation 
of the masses in the most varied forms, by means of a  
nent deepening of the cultural revolution, prevent the revi
sionists from again entering the Party leadership, or even 
seizing leadership. 

The Period after 1969 

Lin  downfall - the details of which were not disclosed 
under Mao  leadership, so that Teng Hsiao Ping can 
today afford to prosecute   people along with the 
four deposed  members  his counter-revolutionary 
process  had to remain without  necessary consequence, 
precisely because of this  It would have been absolutely 
necessary to have made an analysis of these events, to have 
published it and to have discussed it with the  

 a few quotations by Mao Tse-tung were published,  
which he pointed out that one of the reasons why people like 
Lin Piao could succeed in restoring capitalism consisted in 
the fact that bourgeois right  existed in. the  
sphere, that there were still big differences in  
that thus objective causes facilitated work for people like 
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Lin   

 In the last years before Mao   in  
the press of the  China  the call to study the theo
ry of the dictatorship of the proletariat. Mao  quo
tations were published in which he pointed out the danger of an 
eight-grade  system, at the absolute necessity of restrict
ing the still existing  system  as he emphasiz
ed, can only be restricted under the dictatorship of the prole

 as well as at the  of  to each 
according to his  and "exchange by means of  

These quotations were used in 1975 in a brochure by Chang 
 It strikes one at first that in the entire campaign at 

that time only Marx, Engels and Lenin are considered in the quo
tation compilations and that  analyses are  
left  At the same  both in the press articles of this 
period as well as in Chang   the old basic 
mistake showed  the  China's line was not worked 
up  the emphasis  not laid on the subjective 
factor. Rather, there was an attempt to explain the emergence 
of revisionism by emphasizing the   Consequent
ly, such explanations were to  extent fatalistic and objec-
tivist in character.  

In our  the chief  in Chang  article 
consists in the fact that the  contradiction between 
Mao  wrong attitude towards the national  
in 1957 and his correct attitude since 1966 is  and of 
all things the wrong class analysis of 1957 in "On the Correct 
Handling of Contradictions Among the  is  
(See "On  Ail-Round Dictatorship Over the Bourgeoisie", 
Peking Review,  The  by Yao Wen-yuan "On 
the Social Basis of the Lin Piao Anti-Party  which was 
published almost  and which similarly wrongly con
centrated  on the analysis of the relations of pro
duction, stated: 

 the economic  of the bourgeoisie grows to 
a certain extent, its agents will ask for political  try 
to overthrow the dictatorship of the proletariat and the so
cialist   change the socialist ownership, 
and openly restore and develop the capitalist  
(Peking Review,   

In our  precisely this  is  For the at
tacks to conquer the Party leadership  definitely possible 

 such an  strength of the   
and they are always a real  Yao  on the whole 
draws attention to whether the bourgeoisie already possesses 
"economic  so that it follows logically that above all 
it must be prevented that the bourgeoisie (old or new  
attains  strength. However, the  thing 
is to concern oneself primarily with the condition of the  
munist Party and the consciousness and the degree of   
of the working class led by  For these factors are the  
guarantee to smash the always possible  attacks 
against the dictatorship of the  
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In this period 1973/74 Teng  again succeeded in moving 
up into the leading positions of the  China. In  after 
the counter-revolutionary actions at the Tien An Men Square, the 
campaign against Teng  his programme started. 

Mao Tse-tung resolutely struggled against the programme adopted 
by the revisionist clique in the  China with Teng as its 
chief representative and  

 the three directives as the key  Stability 
and unity do not mean writing off class  class strugg
le is the  link and everything else hinges on  
(Quoted   the Three Directives as the 
Key  Peking Review,   

Mao Tse-tung stigmatized  class-conciliatory  

"This person does not grasp class  he has never re
ferred to this key  Still his theme of  cat, black 

   no distinction between  and  
  Back  Right Deviationist Attempt to Re

verse Correct Verdicts, Promote Industrial  
Peking Review,   

Teng Hsiao-ping was dismissed from his post, but was  expelled 
from the Party. The Central Committee of the  China assess
ed the contradiction with him to be  

A renewed sharp struggle  put, but perhaps more concealed 
than within view of the masses. In our opinion, this was render
ed possible only on account of the mistakes of the Marxist-
Leninist  

It is known that Teng Hsiao-ping with the help of the Party 
chairman Hua Guo-feng and  arrested and suppressed the 
volutionary  and openly took the  to 
tion   

Shortly before his death Mao Tse-tung himself made clear that 
the central question was the dictatorship of the  

the dictatorship of the proletariat over the  We can 
and must emphasize and defend the  statement by Mao 

 against all deviations from  

 did Lenin speak of exercising dictatorship over the 
bourgeoisie?   essential to get this    
Lack of  on this  will lead to   
It won't do if only a few people grasp the point; this should 
be  known to the whole  
(Quoted  Exercising All-Round Dictatorship Over the 
Bourgeoisie" by Chang  
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Concluding Remarks 

The above review of the development  Mao  views from 
 to 1976 shows  of big gaps with regard to his 

plete writings) that f u n d a m e n t a l changes can b e 
noted in his attitude towards the bourgeoisie in general and  
thereby to the national  and with that in the quest
ion  the dictatorship of the proletariat  

In the first three years after the victory of 1949 it was at 
least clearly stated, without mentioning the problem of the 
tatorship of the proletariat, that the national bourgeoisie was 
no longer   class, that the main contradiction  
was between the proletariat and  In 1957, however -
probably not without the influence  Eighth  
of the  China and the Twentieth Congress of the  
a revisionist position was taken towards the national bourgeoi
sie - inspite of  certain opposition against extreme 
portunist forces. 

The r e s o l u t i o n of the contradiction with it was not 
aimed at by means of the d i c t a t o r s h i p of the prole
tariat. Rather, it was  to settle   
Indeed, its parties were even to be  of the  
dictatorship,  sharing in  

There was absolutely no clarity about the principal  
that had to exist between the dictatorship of many democratic  
classes, proclaimed in 1949,  the dictatorship of the  

 and about how the transition from the one to the other 
was to be  the dictatorship of the proletariat and 
the political alliance with  national bourgeoisie and its 
parties was obviously held to be possible by Mao Tse-tung. This 
was a revisionist dilution of the basic idea of the dictatorship 

 the proletariat as a dictatorship over the bourgeoisie. 

Already in 1957/58 it became evident that the anticipated 
 contradictions with the national bourgeoisie con

tained more antagonistic seeds than it had been  Unfor
tunately, it is not known how Mao Tse-tung later judged his 
views from  the Correct Handling of Contradictions Among the 

  on the base of Mao  authorized 
writings and quotations it is evident that, at the  by 
1966, at the start of the Cultural Revolution he r e c  g -  
n i z e d the antagonistic nature of the contradictions between 
proletariat and bourgeoisie and demanded the dictatorship over 
the bourgeoisie. 

We do not know to what extent the bourgeoisie as a  
was really  in the years of the Cultural Revolution -
like in 1934 in the Soviet Union. It is an established fact that 
Mao Tse-tung called for a  struggle" with the 
bourgeoisie in  

Consolidation of the  of the proletariat, dictator-  
ship over  capitalist   these were   



292 

slogans at this time up to his  Against those who slander 
him we must unconditionally  this correct 
Leninist basic approach (in distinction to the necessary criti
cism of his position of  

 this absolutely necessary defence of Mao  
 position on the dictatorship of the proletariat 

over the  on the continuation of class struggle from 
the mid-sixties onwards, should not be confused with another 
problem. This is, that the   s press represented 
ters in such a way as if Mao Tse-tung held the view that the 
bourgeoisie existed as a class up to communism and that the class 
struggle had t o b e continued f o r t h i s r e a s o n . 

An examination of Mao   passages shows that 
Mao Tse-tung did  make any such  (and to
tally wrong) statements. (To be sure, he also did not publicly 
resist such an  On the contrary, he merely 
stated the then prevailing condition in China that the bourge
oisie continued to exist as a class. 

This must be clear while correctly defending Mao  
Marxist-Leninist positions, in order not to take over a rotten 
generalization - a generalization which is basically directed 
against  class analysis of  Stalin correctly estab
lished that while eliminating exploitation of man by man the 
bourgeoisie as a class must essentially be  Thereby 
the class struggle against  remnants as well as against all 
capitalist manifestations must still be continued in all spheres, 
indeed it must be intensified. 

Precisely the example of the question of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat, this c a r d i n a l q u e s t i o n o f Marxism-
Leninism clearly shows that Mao  can neither be simply 
wholly  nor simply wholly  Rather, it is 
necessary to divide his work into  stages and to take  
differing positions on it, according to its content. In other 

 it is necessary to defend his undoubtedly  
work, but to criticize his wrong positions. 

In the case in question it is of great importance that Mao 
tung evidently corrected and replaced his views, wrong for a 
time, by correct ones.  this was  done pub
licly and with self-criticism. Of course, this very much facili
tates the struggle against the uncritical  of Mao 
tung Thought", who curiously defend above all his old wrong po
sitions. At the  time this supplies us with a sharp  
to put in   all those   Mao  and 
who, referring to Mao  revisionist positions of  
condemn him a s being   etc. 

The  from  to 1976 on no account presents 
ed  of Mao Tse-tung. From this period there do not 
exist any  expositions on definite questions which are applied 
to concrete problems like in Volumes I to IV of Mao  
Selected Works.  there exist a few brochures and writings 
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chiefly written in the  struggle, with the exception of 
 the Correct Handling of Contradictions  the  

Though this is a writing which every  must study 
well and can learn  it is  in central  

Precisely this period shows that a  attitude 
towards Mao Tse-tung, and more so towards the  Party of 
China, i s a b s o l u t e l y essential, indeed, that 

 in this period must be criticized in a thorough
going  

* 
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LENIN AND STALIN  THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION 

 of the chief conditions for the socialist  
victory is that the working class must realise it has to rule 
and that its rule should he carried through during   
period from capitalism to  

All our successes have  due to the workers grasping this 
and governing the State through their  

But the workers have  yet grasped this  and 
are   timid in promoting workers to governing   

Fight for  comrades! Let the proletarian cultural and 
cational organisations help in  That will be a pledge of 
further success and the final  of the socialist  

  to the Presidium of the Conference of Proletarian 
Cultural and Educational    28,  

* 
 threw out the old  but they  come back, they 

call themselves  when they  bear to say the word 
Communist, and they wear a red ribbon in their buttonholes and 
creep into warm  What to do  it? We must  this 
scum again and again and if the scum has crawled back  must again 
and again clean it  chase it out, keep it under the surveillance 
of  workers and peasants whom we have known  more than 
a month and  more than a  

 of the Petrograd     
33) 

* 
 next question    is the question of bureaucracy and of  

enlisting the broad mass of the people  work 
The tsarist bureaucrats began to join the Soviet institutions and 
practise their bureaucratic  they began to assume the 
colouring of Communists  to succeed better in their careers, to 
procure membership cards of the Russian Communist  And so, 
they have been thrown out of the door but they creep back in through 
the window* * * 

We can  bureaucracy to the bitter end, to a complete victory, 
only when the whole population participates in the work of  

 there is still the level of   you  subject to 
any   result of this low cultural level is that the Soviets, 
which by virtue of their  are organs of government by the  

  are in fact organs of government  the  
 by the advanced section of the  but not by the 

working people as a  
Here we are confronted by a problem which cannot be solved 

except by  education*  Bureaucracy has been  
The exploiters have been  But the cultural level has 
not been raised, and therefore the bureaucrats are occupying their 
old  They can be   retreat only if the proletariat 

83 
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and the peasants are  far more  than has been the 
case up to now, and only if  real measures are taken to enlist the 
workers in  
(Lenin, "Eighth Congress of the  1919,  29, 

 

 
 abolition of classes  not merely ousting the landowners 

and the capitalists  that is something we accomplished with 
ative  it also means abolishing the small   
and they cannot be  or  we must learn to  with 

 They can   be transformed and re-educated only by 
means  very  slow, and cautious organisational work  

The dictatorship of  proletariat means a persistant struggle   
bloody and bloodless, violent and peaceful, military and  
educational and administrative - against the  and traditions 
of the old  The force of habit in millions and tens of 
millions is a most formidable  Without a  of iron that 

 been tempered in the struggle, a party enjoying the confidence 
of all honest people in the class in question, a party capable of 
watching and influencing the mood of the masses, such a struggle 
cannot be waged successfully* It is a thousand times easier to 
vanquish the centralised  bourgeoisie than to  the 
ions upon millions of petty proprietors; however, through  
ordinary, everyday, imperceptible, elusive and demoralising activities, 
they produce the very results  the bourgeoisie need and  
tend to restore the  Whoever brings about even the 
est weakening of the iron discipline of the party of the proletariat 
(especially during its  is actually aiding the 
bourgeoisie against the  
(Lenin,  Communism  an Infantile  

 Works    

 what does to "maintain" and "expand" the dictatorship 
mean? It means imbuing the millions of proletarians with  spirit 
of discipline and organisation; it means creating among the 
tarian masses  cementing force and a bulwark against the corrosive 
influences of the  elemental forces and 
bourgeois  means enhancing the organizing work of the 
proletarians in re-educating and remoulding the  

 it means helping the masses of the proletarians  
 as a force capable of abolishing classes and of preparing 

the conditions for the organisation of socialist  But 
it is impossible to accomplish all this   t a party which is 
strong by  of its solidarity and  
(Stalin, "The Foundations of    

* 
"Bureaucracy is one of the worst enemies of our progress.  The 
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trouble is that it is not a matter of the old  It is a 
matter of the new  bureaucrats, who sympathise with the 
Soviet Government, and  communist  The communist 
bureaucrat is the most dangerous type of  Why? Because 
he masks his bureaucracy with the title of Party  
nately, we have quite a number of such communist  

How are we to put an end to bureaucracy in all these organisations? 
There is only one sole way of doing this, and that  to organise 

control from below, to organise criticism of the bureaucracy in our 
 of their shortcomings and their  by the vast 

masses of the working  
The  thing now is to  a broad tide of criticism from 

below against bureaucracy in general, against shortcomings in our 
work in particular. Only  organising twofold pressure  from 
above and from below  and only by  the principal stress to 
criticism from below, can we count on waging a successful  
against bureaucracy and on rooting it out. 

It would be a mistake to think that only the leaders possess 
experience in    is  true, comrades.  
vast masses of the workers who are engaged in building our  
are day by day accumulating vast experience in  experience 

 is  a whit less  to us than the experience of the 
 Mass criticism from below, control from below, is needed 

by us in order that, among other things, this experience of the vast 
masses should not be wasted, but be  with and translated into 

 
(Stalin, "Speech Delivered at the Eighth Congress of the  
Leninist Young Communist  1928,  Works   

 
 economically exploited, politically oppressed and 

culturally downtrodden under capitalism, the working class transforms 
its own nature only in the course of  transition period, only after 
it has conqueredi State power, only by destroying the bourgeois 
monopoly of education and mastering all the sciences, and only 
after it has gained experience in  great work of construction. 
The mass awakening of Communist consciousness, the cause of socialism 
itself, calls for a mass change of human nature, which can be 
achieved only in the course of the practical movement, in revolution. 
Hence revolution is not only necessary because there is no other 
way of overthrowing the ruling class, but also because only in the 
process of revolution is the overthrowing class able to purge itself 
of the dross of the old society  become capable of creating a 
new society. 

In destroying the capitalist monopoly of the means of production, 
the working class must also destroy the capitalist monopoly of 
education, that is,  must take possession of all the schools, from 
the elementary schools to the universities. It is particularly important 
for the proletariat to train members of the working class as experts 
in the sphere of production (engineers, technicians,  etc.), 
as well as in the sphere of military affairs, science, art, etc. 
Parallel with this work stands the task of raising the general 
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cultural level of the proletarian  of improving their political 
 of raising their general standard of knowledge and 

technical   training them in the methods of  work and 
administration, and of combating the survivals of bourgeois and 

 prejudices,  
Only to the extent that the proletariat promotes from its own 

ranks a body  men and women capable of occupying the key positions 
 draws increasing numbers of the working class into the process 

of revolutionary cultural  and gradually  
the line that divides the proletariat into an  and 

 section  the guarantees be created for successful 
socialist construction  against bureaucratic decay and class 

  
However, in the process of revolution the proletariat not only 

changes its own nature, but also the nature of other  
and especially the toiling section of the  By drawing the 
wide masses into the process of cultural revolution and  

 by uniting and    educating them with 
all the  at its disposal, by strongly combating all 
tarian and narrow craft ideologies, and by persistently and 
systematically overcoming the general and  of 
the rural districts, the working class, on   the 
developing collective  economy, prepares the way  the 
complete removal  class divisions   
(The Program of the Communist International  Adopted at the Sixth 
World Congress in  Section 7,  Dictatorship  the 
Proletariat and the Cultural  
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(Statement by the Organisation for Building the Communist Party 
of  
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OUR POSITION CONCERNING THE EVALUATION OP COMRADE MAO  

How to evaluate Mao Tse-tung was a question that posed prob
lems  only for our  but  the entire world 
nist  The differences over the evaluation of Mao Tse-tung 
led to a renewed series of splits   

In the early   stand on Bangladesh and later her 
diplomatic relations with Iran led to many debates from various 
class  The  of China was criticized by certain 
isations and parties,    a member of the Central Committee 
of  Though the Chinese Communist Party knew of all these 
discussions and debates, it did not refute   criticisms* 
The  of China was not prepared to issue a public and  
statement on its foreign  Another point that drew  was 
the  want independence, nations want liberation, 
and the  want  stand taken by the  

 of China  the  of Germany also became sub
ject to controversy*  in the absence of any argument, a use
ful discussion did    

 acceptance into the fold of the UN was viewed as a 
major triumph on  diplomatic front, but at  same time certain 
reactionary  came up,  the "Three World 

 As a  all discussion and debate was channelised along 
these  

A number of revisionist and  faces 
faced - notable among them were Teng Hsiao-ping and Hua  
The period between 1974 and Mao  death witnessed the 
biggest battle between revolutionary and   
between the Marxist-Leninists and  The stand taken 
by Mao Tse-tung against Teng Hsiao-ping threw into sharp focus the 
differences between him  the Marxist-Leninists on the one hand and 
the revisionists that had crept into the Party on the  This 
intense ideological struggle which led to the exclusion of Teng 
Hsiao-ping from all Party and state  gathered   
the struggle did not include the question of evaluating the 
situation, it was nevertheless of great  

With the  of Mao   and some others, a 
revisionist clique took advantage of the situation and seized power 
from a group of Marxist-Leninists who were known as the  of 
Pour". After this, more so than ever before, Mao Tse-tung and his 
views became an  target of attack for the  and Teng-
revisionists as well as for the  The  attacks 
against Mao Tse-tung and the achievements of the revolution   
that is, the national democratic revolution, the successes in building 
socialism  the Cultural Revolution, were intensified* 

After the betrayal by the Khrushchevite revisionists the 
national communist movement was faced with  grave problem* Because 
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 did not act in unison and lacked a   
 its  degeneration led to many  

Some identified themselves with the reactionary  State and the 
  Others who tried to  and ostensibly 

to combat the "roots" of revisionism in China ended up attacking  
Tse-tung and his theories of revolution, the achievements of the 
revolution in China, the building of  there, the cultural 
revolution and the  of the dictatorship of the  
As a result the universal principles of Marxism-Leninism were driven 
to oblivion. 

At the head of this movement  the Party of Labour of 
bania and its lackey  

In such a situation it became necessary for the 
ists to  Marxism-Leninism, to  Comrade Mao Tse-tung, to 

 socialism and the cultural revolution. But at the same time 
it was also necessary to approach the questions at hand in a critical 
and thorough  

Our organisation has decided that it is essential to indepen
dently analyse the questions at hand in the light of  
thereby ascertain  if  by Mao Tse-tung, recognise them to 
be errors of a Marxist-Leninist, and take the  care in our 
practice not to repeat them. This opinion of ours has been expressed 
in   10,    

After discussions that took place among our comrades and which 
have already been summarised in an internal publication, we can 
draw the   These exclude some smaller questions 
of no great consequence and which it is  entirely possible  us 
to examine at this point. 

 Mao Tse-tung was a Marxist-Leninist, the leader of the  of 
China, the proletariat and the people of  

2. Our organisation does not recognise  Tse-tung  but 
is of the opinion that  theories have considerably enriched 
Marxism-Leninism and are particularly important  colonial, 
colonial and   

 Mao Tse-tung presented the democratic, anti-imperialist revolution 
from the  view-point as part of  international proletarian 
revolution, and based  theories on those of Lenin and Stalin. His 
precise understanding of the role of the peasantry reflected itself 
in his theories on new democracy, on protracted   on 
creating the Red Army in the course of the struggle and on encircling 
the cities from the countryside - not as a universal  but as 
a tactic  to the colonial,  and semi-feudal 
countries. He also devoted his entire life to the struggle against 
opportunist and revisionist lines   Chen Tu-hsiu, Li Li-san, 
Liu  Lin    tremendous 

 he  to the law of building socialism with  own 
 and  the Cultural Revolution    
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All these are  of Mao Tse-tung that mark him out as  
 

3. Mao  views about the national  that 
while building socialism, it is also a part of the people, is a 
political error deviating to the  

4. The  of the ideological  by the C.P.  
China in general and its Marxist-Leninist  in  
against the revisionist,  views of the centrists like the 

  Party,  Korean Party of  the  
Parties of  and Cuba, who today have virtually revealed them
selves in their   was another mistake for which Mao 
tung carries full  

5. The inability of the C.P* of China, before it finally turned fully 
revisionist, particularly the inability of its Marxist-Leninist 
tion, not to have  the path of strengthening the  of the 
international  movement by means of a  successful 
and active  and by establishing relations between various 
parties is a  or a further shortcoming  which Mao Tse-tung 
also   

6.  the writing  the Ten Major   author
ship has been ascribed to Mao Tse-tung, we can only say the  

a) There is no document to  that this writing is by Mao  
b) The author  it can be said  in 
its methodology, the evaluation of Stalin   and 70% 
favourable) is erroneous as  its acknowledgement of two. 
lines within a   

 Neither the  of China in  nor Mao Tse-tung in parti
cular carried  the struggle against the Khrushchevite revisionists 
and  opportunist tendencies (philosophical, political and  

 with the required depth and  There is no exis
ting writing by Mao Tse-tung in which these trends are profoundly 
and minutely investigated and exposed* 

8. Although there is no document to  that the  World 
Theory" originated with Mao Tse-tung, there is also on the  
hand no document by Mao Tse-tung  opposes it.  to have taken 
a stand on this is also a  

March 1981 

 The organisation is duty-bound to bring its opinion and arguments 
in detail on each of these  
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1   FACE OF RUSSIAN  IN AFGHANISTAN 

In December  the troops of Russian  occupied 
 Today, the Russian social-imperialists are using the 

very same methods against the peoples of Afghanistan as those of  
Hitler-fascism and those of  imperialism in  

Surface bombardments of cities and  mass killings of all the 
inhabitants of villages who support the partisans, including women 
and children, napalm raids on villages, an increased use of splinter 
bombs, barbaric  the murder of  - these are 
the methods of the Russian  in  This 
is the true face of Russian  masking itself to 
be socialist. 

THE SOVIET UNION  IS A  
IMPERIALIST,  GREAT  Apart from its  this 
Soviet Union of today has NOTHING in common with the socialist 
Soviet Union of  and    a friend of the peoples 
of the  also of those of  

Like any other imperialist  Russian social-imperialism, too, 
exports capital to the backward    an inter
national division of labour so that it has access to cheap  
of raw  to some semi-processed and consumer goods in 

  a market for  technology and machine  It wants 
to exploit labour power in these countries to the maximum  
reap surplus value and make high  Its occupation of 
tan  to ensure its monopoly position in these  as 
well as it serves its  geo-political interests in its 
international rivalry   other imperialist  It wants to 
use Afghanistan as a political and military base  access to  
Indian Ocean, which is  important  the struggle  
the  of West  

2* ROLE OF SOCIAL FASCISTS IN AFGHANISTAN OCCUPATION 

In its   revisionist leadership in  
based itself  only on the reactionary and fascist regimes of 
Zahir Shah and  but it  made use of the treacherous revi
sionist factions of the  s Democratic Party of Afghanistan" -

 and  

From the very beginning,  two revisionist factions tried to 
serve the ruling classes in the interest of their Russian master and 
in the interest of their own strivings  power. They went so far 
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as to call the  and dependent regime of Zahir Shah to he 
 and  and praised his oppressive state apparatus 

(police, secret police and military) to he the "guardian of national 
 As, in   a revolutionary mass movement of the 

workers, peasants,  and  arose against the 
reactionary ruling  the imperialists and the 
lists for the violent overthrow of the reactionary regime and for 
the elimination of all imperialist  these betrayers 
propagated the "peaceful path to  demanded adherence to 
the "democratic values of the constitution"  "parliamentary 
struggle" and resolutely opposed the mass movement characterizing it 
as   and  

These revisionist bandits gave full support to  s K.G.B. planned 
fascist putsch in 1973 in the hope that it would lead to a further 
consolidation of the positions of their social-imperialist masters 
in Afghanistan. In the most ringing tones they praised Daoud to be 

 a "revolutionary" and a  But in the 
April   also carried out under the instructions of the 
K.G.B. and with the direct support of the Soviet military  
Daoud was liquidated,  because he was a  and a  
but  he did  lick the boots  his Soviet masters 
duously enough and held the door a little too wide open  the 
Western  The  and  cliques, led by  

 and now  who came to power as a result of this  con
cluded shameful treaties with the Russians and allowed them to gain 
control over the entire  political, military and  
life of Afghanistan. Thousands of Russian agents and military 

 officers and soldiers are now consolidating the position 
of the social-imperialists further and are extending their control 
over the entire  

The unlimited exploitation and oppression,  break-down of the 
 the unemployment,   imprisonments and 

 however, have made the peoples of  raise high the 
banner of the just war of liberation from the  
lists and their lackeys in the country. This heroic struggle of the 
masses has been met by social fascist terror. Tens of thousands of 
patriots and freedom fighters have already been and continue to 
persecuted, imprisoned, tortured and  More than two million 
have been forced to flee from the country because of the cruel bom
bardments and persecution by the police. 

 ATTITUDE OP INDIAN GOVERNMENT AND INDIAN SOCIAL-FASCISTS  

TOWARDS AFGHANISTAN OCCUPATION 

The Indian government has consistently been refusing to  
Soviet aggression in Afghanistan and has been lending its direct and 
indirect support to the Soviet Union in the various UN bodies and 
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    IN INDIA 

In order to extort maximum  the Soviet Union, in 
tition with other   seeking to establish its hegemony 
over India and also use it as a base for dominating the Indian Ocean. 
Prom the  onwards, it has been expanding its influence  
every sphere - economic, political, military, diplomatic and cultural. 
The expansionist ambitions of the Indian ruling classes have been 
used to control and dominate over India and its neighbouring  

Soviet "Aid": In May 1985 a billion rouble credit deal was signed 
between the Soviet Union and India for the  of public 
sector basic industries. Without neglecting the private sector, which 
it also uses to   deals for  the Soviet Union 
continues to concentrate its "aid" on the so-called "public  
run by  bureaucrat capital, to thus gain a stranglehold over 
key sectors of  economy and industry, and also to have a mar
ket for the export of its capital, obsolete technology and equipment 
at higher than world market prices. 

 The trade turnover plan between India and the Soviet Union 
 1985 is Rs   Soviet exports of capital  are 

 tied" and are to be used to cover the cost of machinery, 
materials, technology and maintenance equipment supplied by  

 of Soviet "aid" also takes the form of export of locally pro
duced  Thus Soviet "aid" acts to increase the volume of 

 Typical  the neo-colonial division of  Indian 
ports to the Soviet  are dominated by primary raw  
processed and consumer goods and its imports from the Soviet Union 
by machine goods, petroleum, fertilizer and strategic defence  

Arms  Since the  the Soviet government has become the 
biggest supplier of military  to the Indian government. By 
withholding supples and spares, and by means   in many 
key positions in the  sector, the Soviet Union ensures that 
the Indian  forces can operate only as and when it  The 
1971  Treaty, actually a military pact, supposedly a peace 
and defense treaty, has only been used to commit aggression against 
neighbouring countries and to subjugate  

Soviet arms, besides yielding tremendous profits for their 
crat bourgeoisie,  been used against the then revolutionary China 
in  in the   They have   are being used 
against the national liberation struggles in the North East of the 

   etc.  arms were used to suppress  Naxal
bari movement and the struggles of the various peoples of India 
against their ruling classes and imperialism. The enormously increa
sing  budget of the Indian government is at the cost of a 
greatly increased taxation burden on many daily necessities for the 
labouring people and" at the  of welfare  

Education and   Soviet Union has been striving to  
exert ideological influence by giving various  institutions 
financial   equipments,  teaching per-
sonell and training facilities, by starting joint research projects 
and sitting on  educational  In this way they have 

 in creating agents for carrying out their policies and for 
shaping the curriculum of educational establishments to   
needs of exploitation. 
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Meetings of   countries on this issue by accepting the 
allegation that outside  particularly that of the 

 Pakistan and China, have necessitated   this is in line 
with a government that cannot afford to displease one of its masters, 
particularly one on which it is so much  politically, 
tarily, economically and  

The agents of social-imperialism in India, the two   

parties, the  and  are united in their defence of the 
  April  which 

has taken place in Afghanistan with the  and 
"fraternal" assistance from the "great and natural friend",  
Soviet Union, which is compelled to prolong its "assistance" in 
order to preserve and consolidate the gains of the revolution en
dangered by "imperialist and reactionary" forces from abroad! 

These  in India, like their counterparts in 
tan  have already proved time and again their readiness  betray 
the fight of the Indian peoples against their  as in 
Telengana, as in Naxalbari, in this case to even use the state 
ratus to crush the movement and to exterminate and jail thousands 
of  Of course, they would like nothing better than 
that the Indian  took the same path as the Afghan 

 and on their part are doing their utmost in this direc
tion. Their attempts to criminalize the Naxalbari  as any 
revolutionary stirrings on the part of the masses, their characteri
zation of them as  "anarchist" etc truly show that the 
revisionists  the various countries indeed do learn from each 
other and support each  

There are about  refugees from Afghanistan in India having UN 
refugee status. This is, of course, not to the liking of the Indian 
government which  been trying to warn the UN against accepting 
Afghan refugees in India. About 62 Afghan families, including children 
and pregnant ladies had been detained in jails in Gujarat and 
Punjab in 1984 because ostensibly they had no   
something rather  with people who are forced to flee a 
country. By and  the Afghan refugees in India have been 
nored by the government, the press and consequently also the  
except for occasional attempts to criminalize them via the  

 THE TASKS OP THE  IN AFGHANISTAN 

The Marxist-Leninists in Afghanistan are faced with the task of 

 Indian Express, December 23, 1984,  
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 the Communist Party of  The 
people of Afghanistan cannot throw out the Russian  
and  prevent other imperialist and reactionary forces from taking 
their  in exploiting and oppressing them unless they are led  
this  by the WORKING CLASS of   numeri

 quite  developing itself and has already many heroic 
 behind  For this it must create its own political Party, 

the Communist Party, based on the teachings of  Engels, Lenin 
and  

  faced with the task of building their Party 
in extremely difficult conditions of illegality under a brutal fascist 
dictatorship of the lackeys of Russian social-imperialism and the 
Russian army, have not only to work out and clarify the problems of 
revolution in Afghanistan against all revisionist and opportunist 
views, but they also have the task of working at and solving the big 
ideological problems faced by the communists of the entire  
Unless this is done, on an international level, there is no 
bility of an all-round, united and massive support of the communists 
of the world for the revolution in  and for the tasks of 
the Marxist-Leninists there. 

The big ideological problems of the world communist movement became 
manifest at the latest with the revisionist degeneration of  C.P. 
of China, and with the revisionist attacks of the Party of Labour 
of Albania against Mao Tse-tung and his work since  Today it is 
necessary to uncover the roots of the prevailing ideological 
entation and  These are to be found in  

 coming up particularly with the seizure of power by 
Khrushchev after  death. 

The Marxist-Leninists throughout the world are confronted with these 
ideological tasks, and, above all, keeping these big ideological 
questions in mind, with the thorough study and defence of the works of  

 Engels, Lenin   

Only on this basis is it possible to study and examine the documents 
of the Marxist-Leninists of other countries in order to find out the 
genuine communists and to be able to distinguish them from the 
geny of the modern revisionists merely putting on a "left" mask. 

The same criteria will have to be applied while examining the 
ments of the various groups  to be Marxist-Leninist in 
istan  too. Among all such organisations we find that the 
TION FOR BUILDING THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF AFGHAN   
has been able to work out valuable documents from the years 1978 to 
1981 in the struggle against opportunism and for the defence of 

 

96 



309 

5. DANGERS OF THE    IN AFGHANISTAN 

In the various  organisations and groups  
though many of them actually reject this theory, there is the danger 
of taking over essential components of the  World Theory", 
giving  to  dangers of right opportunist  

It is well-known that, in the fight against Russian social-imperia
lism, the "Three World Theory", originating with Teng Hsiao-ping, 
advocates the alliance with all  including American 

 

Under the conditions of Afghanistan,  the main enemy is really 
Russian social imperialism and its domestic allies, there exists the 
real danger among the revolutionary forces  they  
the counter-revolutionary  of some Islamic organisations 
supported by American and other  There is the real dan
ger of putting momentary interests and pseudo-tactics over an inde
pendent struggle and the struggle for gaining  leadership in 
the  of the   

Certain reactionary  by the CIA and imperialism in 
 represent themselves to be "Islamic"  play upon the reli

gious sentiments of the  of Afghanistan with the aim of pre
venting   w a r from spreading and 
deepening and with the aim of sabotaging a deep-going REVOLUTION 
OF   MASSES. There are more and more cases, especially 
after successes in the struggles of the people led by the progressive 
forces, of revolutionaries being attacked and murdered by armed 
reactionary bands calling themselves "Islamic", but who in reality 
are agents of imperialism. 

This shows how deep the contradictions already are between the pro
gressive and revolutionary forces on the one side and the reaction
ary forces dependent on imperialism on the other. With time these 
contradictions will sharpen even  This shows in practice how 
absurd the  is of building  "united front" with these organi
sations without having to give up  revolutionary positions. 

It  an essential task to expose the  of these reactionary 
forces and their followers with the help of the  
ence, and in this way win those  forces who really want to 

  the  

The character of the revolution in Afghanistan cannot one-sidedly be 
only a war of  liberation. In a semi-feudal country 
like  a revolutionary war of the people's masses which 
genuinely wants to be independent of the help of the imperialist 
powers is i m p o s s i b l e and cannot be developed and extended 
at all without mobilizing and supporting the  masses of the 
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peasantry in their struggle for land against the feudal  

The national revolution is in its essence a question of  
the  this is what Stalin taught  The conditions of 
ghanistan, too,  us that the national revolutionary war must be 
linked with the Agrarian Revolution.  that it is  possible 
to obtain the support of the  sustenance  the  
etc. 

 conditions of  also show that it is   
correct to attempt to  free the cities  a country occupied by 
 imperialist power. Attempts to change the situation by an uprising 

in Kabul was and in the near future can only be a bloody adventure 
  cost the blood of thousands of  workers and 

other working  

Only the    based on  alliance  the 
workers and peasants  the leadership of the working class and  
its Party can render possible a victorious agrarian and national 
revolution: the victory of the  democratic revolution, the 
establishment of the dictatorship of the workers and  as a 
pre-condition for the victory of the socialist revolution, the est
ablishment  the dictatorship of the  

6. THE NEED TO FIGHT  IN AFGHANISTAN 

The   in Afghanistan monstrous crimes  been and are 
being perpetrated in the name of   rise to enormous 
ideological problems for the genuine Communists in Afghanistan.  
the one hand, they have to fight against the anti-Communist propa
ganda of the reactionaries and have to show that the Soviet Union 
today has  in common with real  with the revolu
tionary base erected at the time of Lenin and Stalin, that it  not 
the working class, but a revisionist clique in  today in the 
Soviet Union. 

While fighting against Soviet social-imperialism, this aggressive 
imperialist great power, it is absolutely essential, as  
to propagate the overriding significance of the Soviet Union of  
Lenin and Stalin as the first state of the dictatorship of the pro

 It is essential to propagate the principles of communism, 
the teachings of precisely Lenin and Stalin, but while doing this to 
take into consideration the level of consciousness of the people and 
to  in the communist propaganda to the masses in well-thought 
out forms and methods. 
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  ABOUT THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE  ORGANISATION  

FOR BUILDING THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF  

 

Since we are publishing in this issue an important document on the 
evaluation of Mao  by this   "Our 
tion Concerning the Evaluation of Mao Tse-tung" (See  87 of this 

 we think    introduce this organisation a little 
further to   

The "Organisation for Building the  Party of  
Marxist-Leninist" came into existence towards  of 1977, when 
the   of its organ AKHGAR  also  A plat

 document  Us March Forward to Found and Create the Communist 
Party of  was also  It put  

forward  detailed position on  questions as the international 
situation, the situation in Afghanistan, the character of Russian 
social-imperialism and its role in Afghanistan as well as on the 
necessity of creating a   
in  It drew concrete lessons  the revolutionary move
ment in Afghanistan since October 1965 and analysed its mistakes and 
weaknesses. The document  exposed the existing organisations to 
be opportunist and emphasized the role of a CENTRAL ORGAN as the 
most  means of Ideological debate and for attaining ideolo
gical unity as well as for educating the Marxist-Leninists in 
istan  

In the following  this organisation very resolutely  
all trends of open as  as veiled opportunism - from the advocates 
of the treacherous  World Theory" to the revisionist critics 
of Mao  It fought  open and hidden conciliators with 

  and its lackeys in Afghanistan, as well 
as against the conciliation with the reactionary Islamic organisa
tions. A particular struggle was waged  a trend which held it 
 be more  and  to build a united front in Af

ghanistan rather than to build a Marxist-Leninist Party. Similarly, 
it fought against all trends and tendencies  tried to detract 

 the importance of revolutionary theory as  most decisive 
instrument for creating the much needed ideological  

AKHGAR also took up cudgels against those who wanted to conjure up 
a Marxist-Leninist Party in record time. They oriented themselves 
towards a long and protracted struggle in view of the numerous ene
mies confronting the  in Afghanistan  from the 
Russian social-imperialists and its fascist mercenaries up to the 
reactionary Islamists, "liberal" monarchists who are closely linked 
with Western imperialism and up to the supporters of China and the 
counter-revolutionary  World  
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In its initial  AKHGAR had already rejected the  
World  hut it still emphasized the    in 
tion to the other  imperialist powers as  the main enemies. 
It continued to accept   "Polemic" of the C.P. of China to be 
the basic document for the Marxist-Leninists of  and propa
gated "Mao Tse-tung  In  1980-1981 there was a 
correction in these opportunist mistakes which are documented above 
all in the declaration "Our Attitude Towards the  of Com
rade  Tse-tung" and in the Open Letter to  PLA "Questions to 
the Party of Labour of  

But this revolutionary correction was accompanied by incisive set
backs and defeats for the organisation. On the one hand, it was con
siderably weakened because of the imprisonment or murder of most of 
its leading comrades by the Russian social-imperialists and its 
lackeys as well as by the  Islamists. At the same time, 
it also received blows from within. Incited by the revisionist 
attacks against  teachings  work by the  some 
of the leading  tried to impose this revisionist line on the 
organisation. It   attempted to attack Mao  s 
views about the revolutionary   In a country like 
istan, which  many respects resembles China  the revolution, 
this was  to have serious  

Though the organisation was able to overcome this  dangerous 
situation by expelling the advocates of the revisionist criticism 
against Mao Tse-tung, it seems that the organisation still suffered 
a big set-back because we do not know of any new documents  
out by it in the last few years. There have been no reports from 

 throwing light upon the situation of  organisation 
today. 

 the significance of the struggle of the comrades 
around AKHGAR is  Their documents so  give many 
valuable and indispensible guidelines for the future struggle in 
Afghanistan and are an important   the future tasks 
 the Marxist-Leninists there as  

 LONG LIVE THE REVOLUTIONARY SOLIDARITY BETWEEN THE, PEOPLES OF   

AFGHANISTAN AND INDIA 

A   between the oppressed peoples and the proletariat 
of Afghanistan  can only be based on a 

 line  

- the line of a  s democratic revolution in  that 
is, the smashing  the state apparatus  the social  
the comprador bourgeoisie and the feudal landlords by means of the 
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revolutionary war of the peoples of Afghanistan under the leader
  the proletariat and its party with the clear aim of 

lishing the DICTATORSHIP OP THE WORKERS AND PEASANTS in  

- the line of the  democratic revolution in  the 
smashing of the state apparatus of  social-imperialism 
and its  the bureaucrat and comprador bourgeoisie and the 
feudal landlords by means of the revolutionary  war under 
the leadership of the proletariat and its party with the aim of 
establishing the DICTATORSHIP OP THE WORKERS AND PEASANTS   

Por us communists in the various  fighting to a large 
 under sometimes quite   it is necessary 

that we  discuss and debate issues, problems 
and principles of  which are  general and fundamental 

  all of  While debating these theoretical issues, 
we have to evaluate   experiences of revolutionary 
practice and in that way resolve fundamental common questions. 

LONG LIVE PROLETARIAN  
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COMRADES WHO PELL IN THE  FOR BUILDING THE COMMUNIST PARTY  
   

Comrade Wayat Khan 
 of the party  Waylaid in Herat by the Black Band 

and shot dead during his   social imperialism and 
its  

Comrade  
Member of the party leadership. Was taken prisoner by the revisionists 

 and  and  by a  squad after gruesome 
 * 

 Mohammad  
Shot dead after arrest in the prison  

   
Member of the party  
the  band and killed 
  

Tortured  his imprisonment by 
in prison by murderers hired by the 

Comrade Mohamed Jan 
Member of the party  After imprisonment and torture by 

 Shot dead in    

Comrade Mohamed  
Member of the party  Imprisoned by the fascist  

and  and similarly executed in prison   

Comrade  
Member of the party leadership.  was a teacher in a school in  
On the day that the American ambassador in Kabul was shot  he 
was taken prisoner by the revisionists who tried to extract all 
kinds of information from him by means of   proved 
to be futile he was  dead in  
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Comrade   (Party name   
Member of the party  He was a worker in a textile  
After the State learnt that he was politically active they took him 
prisoner and by means of torture tried to find out about his political 

 When all they heard was his hatred of the  
government and his belief in the philosophy of the working  
he too was shot  

Comrade  Zedik 
Member of the Central Committee of the province of Herat* Before he 
was elected chairman of the CC of the province of  he  
together with some friends for the party   When this 
organisation  and his friends devoted themselves to the 
propagation of Marxist-Leninist   After the  
April-putsch he started his work in the province of Herat where he 
endeared himself to all the workers in the  as he supported, 
their  and   them  The  management soon 

 to see in  a threat to their   and let him 
be taken prisoner for his political  In the course of this 
imprisonment  lost his  due to the merciless torture he was 
subjected  

Comrade   
Member of the Committee in the province of  He was accused of 
defending  freedom of the people, the class and supporting the 
workers in the province  He was murdered by the terrorist band 
"Echwan" (so-called Islamic  

Comrade  
Member of the Central Committee in the province of  Owing to 
his struggle  democracy, freedom of the people and racial  
he was terrorised by the  Echwan" in Parwan and stoned to  

Comrade Mohamed  
Member of the Committee of the province of  He too was killed 
by the  of  "Black  

Comrade  Musafir 
Member of  He was imprisoned by the revisionist groups  
and  because  his revolutionary  As these groups  
sworn enemies of patriots and  he was tortured in 
prison in order to try and  the names of his friends and comrades 
from him. He, however, maintained a silence and succumbed to the 
consequences of the  
Comrade  was in his  semester at the  of medicine 
at the time of the fascist Daoud  As the  and  
groups worked as a secret service in this  he was  
by them when he led a demonstration at the university against the 
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Daoud  After the  he was then taken prisoner 
and  

Comrade  
Member of the Akhgar party* He fell in the armed struggle against 
social imperialism and its lackeys in the province of  

Comrade Abdul Hakim (Party name - Fatah) 
Member of the Central  After  uprising in Herat (a 

 on   border) he was instructed by the 
party to continue  struggle there in the course of which he was 
made prisoner on the pretext that he was a  of  
(the Eternal   He was  terrorized by the so-
called Islamic groups* 

Comrade  Mohamed Tahir (Party name   
Member of the Central  of the political party Akhgar* On 
the  1358 (30th November 1979) the party hideout was raided 
and captured by the revisionist bandits of "Khalq" and  
Even after prolonged and agonising  he upheld his ideology 
the ideology of the working class and of  He was sentenced 
on these grounds and shot dead at the notorious prison of 

 in Kabul by the revisionist  

Comrade Shahacha   name -  
Member of the  Bureau  the   He too was taken 
prisoner on the  1358 (30th November  After being 

 to torture by  KGB-agents he too upheld his ideology 
and became a victim of   
He went to the  Republic of Germany  completing his 
studies at the  School and after taking his degree  the 
University of Kabul in economics. There he worked together  the 

 Union of Afghan Students Overseas" of which he was one 
of the ablest  He returned to his homeland in the Daoud 
regime and continued his    Although he was 
captured by revisionist  and killed, there are   
will resurrect his ideology and will  the struggle  

Comrade  
 Polit  member of the Central  He was taken prisoner 

at the time of the raid on the  1358 (30th November  
Despite repeated inhuman torture at the hands of the  he 
too did  abandon his ideology and was similarly executed by a 
fascist firing-squad at the prison  He was one of 
the intellectuals of the working-class of our land and worked  
the  factory of   Because of terrorisation 
by the  director he was persecuted by the Daoud regime, but 
continued his work  When he had proved himself in the 
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 struggle and showed his readiness to die for his people 
he was nominated and accepted as Chairman by the Akhgar  His 
struggle underground continued till his  In shooting this 
martyr and other revolutionary comrades the revisionist  

 and  have shown that they are enemies of the 
 working  

Comrade Lotfala (Party  -  
Member of the party leadership. He was a student of  in his 
fourth semester and was captured in the polytechnic of the University 
of  He too was shot dead in the prison after being inhumanly 
tortured. 

Comrade Mohamed Omar 
Member of the party leadership. He was mercilessly tortured in the 
province of  This comrade held his own in difficult times and 
made a name  himself on the  in the war  social 
imperialism. He  an exemplary   the people in his 
province due to his  The Black Band  greatly threatened 
by him and shadowed him ceaselessly till they knew he was alone in 
his room one  They surrounded his  took him  
into the mountains and there murdered  This criminal action 
showed that the revisionists were not fighting for their motherland 
but  their own  This is one of the reasons why they 
are hated by the people. 

Comrade Nabi 
Member of the party leadership. Comrade Nabi was born in the year 
1325 (1946) into a peasant family in the province of Herat. He could 
not finish school as he had to help his father in the fields and at 
the  He  nevertheless an intelligent young man who indepen
dently studied books and various political  In  he 
became a member of a political  When it split he went to Iran 
and concerned himself with  political organisations   
the April-putsch he  to his homeland and joined the Akhgar 

 There he made an appeal to wage an armed struggle against 
the  When the leadership of the Akhgar Party was 
crushed in 1358  Nabi returned to his province and continued 
his struggle  He endeared himself there to all the  and 
became well-known. His activities caused him to be persecuted and 
killed by the so-called Islamic  

Comrade Mohamed  
Member of the parity. The revisionist party captured him, subjected 
him to  and  murdered him. 

Comrade Hasrad Mohamed 
Member of the   he had been taken prisoner by the fascist 
"Khalq" and  he was mercilessly interrogated and subsequent
ly shot    
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our   

1. 
A reader from  sent in the following criticisms about 

 the Journal  the Banner of   
Issue     

   Here it is referred to the Western imperialist powers and 
 their defeat in World War  It should be added 

 weakening" because England and France did not suffer any 
 but were weakened. 

 On   is  "revisionist degeneration of China,  revi
sionist course of the Party of Labour of  Why this 
tiation? Even if one proceeds from  fact that the revisionist 
degeneration of  PLA has  proceeded to the extent of that of 
the Chinese Communist Party,  is  enough to  say "revision
ist course of the PLA" because it has also  completely de

 

 On p. 12 the attitude of the Revolutionary Communist Party  the 
USA and related forces towards Mao Tse-tung is described.  
here  is only said that they glorify  but it is not said that 
they also attack correct theses of his. 

 edHors reply 
 Thank you  pointing out this oversight. On the same page in 

the  it is correctly   vanquished or weakened in 
the Second World  

2. This is an ideological error on our part. We agree with your 
mation  the Party of Labour of Albania has completely  

3. You are right. This is an  and one-sided descrip
tion of the attitude of the RCP/USA and  forces towards Mao 
Tse-tung. In this issue (see pp. 23  we have attempted to  a 
slightly more  picture of the  of these  
towards Mao  
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We are publishing  a letter from a reader from 
 who has made some additional comments to our fundamental criti

cism of the article  Concept of  Political Power - A 
  Organ  the Central Reorganisation 

Committee, Communist Party of India, Marxist-Leninist, (CRC),  
8,  1, pp.  in Issue No. 1 of "Under the  In 

 letter our reader has limited himself to exposing more thoroughly 
the revisionist and  underpinnings of the "new" concept of 

 parallel centres of power". We think it an important task 
 in the future, make a  criticism of other aspects of 

the CRC article, which, under the cover of  the revision
ist degeneration in the Soviet Union makes a frontal attack against 
the dictatorship of the proletariat in the Soviet Union in Lenin's 
and Stalin's time. These are attacks against basic principles of 

 socialism under the dictatorship of the proletariat. By 
this we mean in the main the attacks against the Marxist-Leninist 
principles concerning democratic centralism and the socialisation  
of  means of production under the dictatorship of the proletariat. 

Apart from these two main aspects, there is an entire 
series of  revisionist  etc  the 
article abounds in and  should also be exposed. We are listing 
some of them  

1. The  of  letter to J.   See Marx, Engels, 
  Peking 1977) in which he talks about he and Marx 

having somewhat neglected the    
the letter is of  
2. The distortions of  and  teachings on the state up 
to the Paris   
3.  involved in representing the October Revolution 
to be the  the  of the local power  (p.  
4. The understanding of the    
 The polemic that, in the danger of   army 

does  play a decisive   
6. The speculations about the restorations and attempts at it in the 
Chinese liberated areas since the   
 The speculation concerning the reasons for the  of the  

(ML) in the 70s.  
8. Typical revisionist methods of argumentation of the  

Hyderabad 
 

Dear Editors, 

I read the article of the  "The Concept 
of  Political Power - A Re-examination" which you have criti
cized in the Introduction to Issue No. 1 of "Under the  
November 1984. I agree with you that this basic document of the CRC 
embodies a central attack upon  fundamental principles of 
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Leninism and is certain proof that the CRC has  upon a 
sionist  

In the  article is an attack  the Marxist-
Leninist principle that the dictatorship of the workers and peasants 
(of course, the dictatorship of the  as well) can only be 
established on the  of armed struggle by the  masses led 
by the  The article  establishing 

 centres of   to  state apparatus of the 
oppressor) without any armed  This main thesis of the 
cle is presented to the reader wrapped up in an entire series of 

 theses, crass  and speculations about the 
restoration of  in the Soviet  I  not going to 
deal with all of these  but shall limit myself to a few 
cardinal revisionist  

NO PROPAGATION OP THE  TEACHINGS ON THE STATE  INSTEAD 

ATTACKS AGAINST MARX, ENGELS, LENIN AND STALIN 

For a  should be very clear what Is to 
be done when writing on the question of political   teachings 
of the classical writers on these questions must be studied and 
defended against revisionist  and taken as the basis 
to analyse further questions* This is not at all  approach  the 
CRC. Its article begins with a  of  and  
teachings by saying that Marx and Engels were "great  
but "neglected" the role of the  political power etc  
This is a most gross  Already in the "State and 
tion" Lenin had set himself the task of elaborating Marx's and 

 theory of the state and dwelling "in particular detail on 
those aspects of this theory which are ignored or have been distorted 
by the opportunists"  Works   The CRC belongs to the 
ranks of those who want to ignore  and  teachings on the 

 

Further on, we find that  fundamental exposition of the 
way to resolve the basic contradiction of capitalist society  "the 
proletariat sizes political power and turns the means of production 
in the   into state property"   

   is not defended to be the exposition of a  
On the contrary,   "in the first  
left out and the statement is characterized to be  to 
be the "result of the limitations of the historical circumstances" 

 This is the same old revisionist song. "New circumstances 
have come up. What the classics said, no longer holds  The 
further development of the Marxist theory of the state by Lenin and 
Stalin,  struggle for the consolidation of the dictatorship of 
the proletariat are simply cast away and It is asserted  
the time Khrushchev appeared on the scene in his true  the 
general understanding which prevailed in the international communist 
movement was that with the seizure of political  by the 
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LENIN  STALIN ON THE NECESSITY OF  THE 

BOURGEOIS STATE MACHINE BY MEANS OF THE  REVOLUTION 

 The  of the bourgeois state by the proletarian 
state is  without  violent  

 State and   Coll. Works 25,  

"The liberation of the oppressed class is impossible not only 
without a violent revolution, but also without the destruction of 
the apparatus of state power which was created by the ruling  

 State and   Coll. Works 25, p.393) 

 the concrete situation created throughout the world, and 
  in the    enlightened and free 

capitalist  by militarism, imperialism, the oppression 
of colonies and weak countries,   imperialist butchery 
and the "Peace" of Versailles - in that situation the very idea 
of the capitalists peacefully submitting to  will of the 

 of the exploited, the very idea of a   
transition to socialism, is  merely sheer  stupidity 
but also  deception of the   of 
capitalist wage-slavery, and concealment of   That truth 
consists in   even the most enlightened and 
democratic, no longer hesitating at any fraud or  even the 
massacre of millions of workers and  so as to preserve 
private ownership of the means of production. Only the forcible 
overthrow of   the   its  

 destruction of  entire bourgeois  apparatus from  
 to bottom   judicial, military, bureaucratic, 

  etc. - right down to the wholesale 
deportation  internment of the most dangerous and stubborn 
exploiters and the institution of strict surveillance over them 
so as to  their inevitable attempts to resist and to restore 
capitalist slavery - only such measures can ensure real submission 
of the class of  
(Lenin,  on the Fundamental Tasks of the Second Congress 
of the Communist  Coll. Works    

 law of violent  revolution  the law of the 
smashing of  bourgeois state machine   condition 
for such a  is an  law of the revolutionary 
movement in the imperialist countries of the world." 

 Foundations of  1924, Works 6,  
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   of revolution is solved in the    
It is not  to go into such  

THE CRC COMBATS   CORRECT  POLITICAL 

POWER GROWS OUT OP THE BARREL OP A GUN 

I agree with you that the CRC wrongly attacks  thesis 
that political power grows out of the barrel of a gun. This attack 
against Mao is in fact  attack against the Marxist-Leninist thesis 
of armed revolution as  In your first issue of "Under the 

 of November  some fundamental Marxist-Leninist 
teachings about the necessity of violently smashing the old state 
apparatus and preparing the people's masses  the  struggle 
have been  prove the correctness of   

While putting  this thesis that political power 
grows  the barrel of a  Mao also made clear that the leading 
role is played by the Communist  the Communist  the 
correct  political  But the CRC  this 
thesis of Mao as   partially true and   

 It contrives  by means of an old trick. It imputes to 
Mao that he sees only the  but not the mobilisation of the 

 itself then talks about their mobilisation. Thus it im
putes stupidities to Mao - as it had done earlier  the classic 

 As if the protracted  war in    
 revolution would have been able to gain victory 

w i t h o u* t mobilising the masses,  their 
gical moulding by the   

It is evident that the CRC is unable to appreciate  
 on  an   conforms to the  

theory of the state and the struggle  the dictatorship of the pro
   army and police are the chief instruments of 

force of the state power" (Lenin, "The State and Revolution", 1917, 
Peking, 1977,  What Mao is pointing out to the people is that 
they  smash this chief instrument of the oppressor state in an 
armed  if they want to establish their own dictatorship. At 
this  raises a hue and  But this   this is  
enough, this is only partially true etc! By the way, the modern 
sionists of the C.P.S.U. also have this unjustified criticism against 
Mao that he overemphasizes the  of the revolutionary  
Instead they point out to the "active organisation of the revolutionary 
masses, the proletariat above  as being the only   

  of Mao  Theoretical  Moscow, 
  Does  this  the same as "organised political 

will of the  
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The CRC has other ways of trying to discredit   
It claims that even reactionary Juntas  use this "simple 
truth"  But this does not prove anything beyond the fact that 
nobody can bypass this truth  the state apparatus and the armed 
struggle for political power, and cannot really be used to defame  
Besides - and the CRC  up this fact  the  masses 
adhere to this truth in their own  with their own specific 
spective of struggle  the dictatorship of the proletariat and the 
building of communism  the whole   the reactionaries do 
so in their own  to fascistically suppress the masses to exploit 
them. 

POINT OF CRYSTALLISATION OP THE   THE 

THEORY OP THE "PARALLEL CENTRES OP POWER" 

It is well-known that the CRC has developed the "theory" 
that one can establish the political power of the people on the 
local level by means of the masses coming  in  
power centres" and through them opposing the political power of the 
ruling classes in a particular  

  at  levels can be  and by 
handling the problems of the people through these committees 
they can gradually be  into parallel power centres  
of a new  

 basic approach of this political programme of developing 
both mass struggles and armed struggle is centred around the 
idea of building up parallel political power centres of the 

 Here the programme of establishing political  at 
the  level is considered to be a long process. The old 
idea  we can talk about political power only when a libera-
ted area with a standing army is established, is negating  
dialectical process of the development  political  

 emphasis  

Actually it requires a certain amount of  
impertinence to  up   We are going to mobilise people 
who will come together in committees and thus build   
of power to the ruling classes. But to do this we do not need any 
liberated  There is no Marxism involved in  a conception. 
In your Issue  1 you rightly counter this concept of the CRC with 
the Marxist-Leninist  "Political power, properly so called, 
is merely the organised power of one class  oppressing  

 of the Communist     Works 6, 
Moscow 1976,   "Under the  Issue   Nov.  

The CRC theoretically formulates its position in this way: 
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 the people take an organised  they are exercising 
their own political  The CRC  the concept of 
cal power and the question of state  of their actual   
Organised decisions of the working  their struggles are  

 identical with political  for  only be attained 
 overthrowing the ruling    of  

political power of the people, the dictatorship of the workers and 
peasants, or the dictatorship of the  is that the masses 
take organised decisions while exercising their political power. But 
the reverse is not true which  can realize who has lived 
through an organised break of a strike because the forces are not 
sufficient.  characterise this as the exercising of 
c a l p o w e r Is sheer  

Such sophistries are no different  essence from those 
used by the  classes of various countries to deceive the workers 
by saying to  In  elections to parliament take your own 
organised decisions! In this way you will be exercising your 
cal power! This very same propaganda is made by the  "Whenever 
the people take an organised decision they are exercising their own 
political  The  of these countries wants to divert 
the workers from the real power relations and their real  in 
relation to them by carrying into the people  "democratic 
prejudices" and by  its dictatorship over the working 
people. And if that does not work there are still the army and the 
police to suppress the struggling people. The CRC is doing nothing 
but  this bourgeois chatter about democracy and exposing 
the  of its theoretical wisdom. 

 the attacks against Mao  prepare the 
ground for the propaganda that it is possible to forgo the  

 liberated areas based on armed revolutionary struggle, because, 
even  smashing the state apparatus of the ruling classes in 
this area, one already has "political   CRC in this way 
wants to divert the revolutionaries in India from armed struggle. 
The CRC may build up all kinds of  committees" which take 
up all kinds  problems, but it cannot bypass one thing: These 
committees cannot represent p o l i t i c a l  till they 
have smashed the armed" might of the ruling classes in that  And 
this can be done only by means of armed struggle. This is what the 
classics  us and this is what has been proved by the experiences 
of the communist and  movement. Any other plan will at the 
most be able to organise a few workers, but their struggle will only 
lead to  in the  framework  the  classes. The 
framework itself can only  smashed  the armed masses of the 
people. The  masses must be oriented towards this and  
must be the partial results, the "by products" of this struggle for 
the armed smashing of the enemy state  

The "political power" talked about here  which is to be 
built out of the organised will of the people will not be the dicta
torship of the workers and  For, by what means is it going 
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to be able to suppress the enemies? In addition, the masses will in 
no way be prepared for the fact that  dictatorship will have  
be realized later since they will not have been educated  
stand that their dictatorship is based on violence towards the 

 without this having  the tasks of the dictator
ship  the  

The theory of   centres of power" is theoreti
cal revisionism in the question of the state. In practice, it  

 in that it rejects armed  as a base on  
liberated areas can be built. 
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